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ADVERTISEMENT. 



A H E Editor prcfumed to think, that he could not do 
a more acceptable fcrvice to the public, at a time when the 
acknowledged independence of Ireland prompted the in • 
quirics of many gentlemen with regard to its previous hif- 
toT'f and former conftitution, than by publiftiing the Hif- 
torjcal Trafis of Sir John Da vies, with a new life of the 
celebrated Author, from whom every reader of his writ- 
ings derives fo much pleafure and inftrudion. 

The firft TraS is The Difcovery of the true Caufes ivby 
Ireland was never fub due dy which is reprinted from the 
firft edition, and freed from the errors of the fubfequent ' 
ones — The fecond is The Epiftle to the Earl of Salifhury, #/ 
to the State of Ireland in 1607 5 which> Anthony Wood 
informs us, was formerly in th€ library of Sir James 
Ware; but which is now printed from a copy among the 
Harlcyan MSS. in the Mufcum.— The third Trad is A 
Letter to the Earl of Salifbury in 1610, giving an account 
of the plantation in Ulfter ; which is printed from thcr 
original, among the Harleyan MSS* in the Mufeum^ 
And the laft is the learned Speech , which Sir John made 
to the Lord Deputy, when he was approved of as Speaker 

A a of 



AP VE RTIS E MEN T. 

ef the Irifli Parliament, in 1613. T^^i^» Anthony Wood 
affcits, was formerly in the library of the Earl of Claren- 
don. It IS now printed from a copy in the Mufeum^ com- 
|sared with that publiftied by Dr. Leland. And the Editor 
humbly hopes, that thcfe Tra^s fumifh fuch a body of 
information with regard to Ireland, aswiUj let the prefent 
moment, be both ufeful and agreeabje^ 

JUndQfijf June i> 1786^ 
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Sir JOHN D A V I E S. 



biR JOHN DAVIES was one of that flluftrious 
body of lawyers, who, at the commencement of 
the laft century, adorned England by their learn* 
ing, and by their writings advanced its jurifpru* 
dence. ; 

He was the third fon of John Davies, of Tifbu- 
ry in Wiltfliire, who, having been of New Inn> 
returned to his native place from the pradice of 
the law*, with fuch a fortune as enabled him to 

give 

* Anthony Wood, and his followers^ fpeak of Sir John Da* 
Ties as the fon^of a tanner at Cbifgrove, in t he parilh of Ti(bury 
But the books which record the admiflioa of the fon into the 

Middle 
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give hJs children very liberal educition^. Young 
Davies, when he was not yet fifteen, was fent to 
Oxford, in Michaelmas term, 1585, where he be- 
came a commoner of Queen's College, which has 
reared fa many men, eminent for literature. Ha\^- 
ing an acute mind, an attentive tutor, and what 
is feldom the companion of genius, great applica- 
tion, he foon acquired a confiderable (hare of aca- 
demic knowledge. His writings, which abound 
ip claflic alluflons, are fufficient proofs of his fcho- 
laftic acquirements. He obtained the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, in July 1 590, as appears from 
the Fajli. 

Davies removed, 'mean while, from Queen^s to 
the Middle Temple, in February 1.587-8 *. In this 
learned fociety he found an extenfive field, on 
which to difplay his talents. As he abridged, at a 
fubfequent period, the elaborate Reports of Sir 

Edward 

Middle Temple Society, fay exprefsly, that the father was late 
•f New fuftf gentleman. The mother was Mary, the daughter of 
Mr. Bennet, of Pitt-houfe, in the fame county. Tiie Davys's, 
as the name was then fpelt, were originally of Wales. The 
founder of the Wiltlhire family came into England with Sir Wil- 
liam Herbert, who was created Earl of Pembroke by Edward 
VI« and fettled in his neighbourhood. 

♦ As appears from the Society's books, which have been drlt* 
gently infpc6led for notices with regard to Sir John Davies, 
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fedward Coke, we might infer, that he was a fc- 
vere reader, if his bwn works did not evince how 
much he exerted a laudable iridiiftry in every fitu* 
ation. But he was high-fpirited, perhaps quarrel- 
fome; and he interrupted his own ftudies, and 
the qiiiet of the Inn, by mifdemeanots, for which 
he was fined, and by diforders, for which he was 
removed frdm commons. In proportion as the 
difcipline of thofe times was rigid, were the man- 
ners of the ftudents licentious *. With the relax- 
ation of difcipline, difordefs gradually difappeared* 
To young men of fuperior acquirements, much 
was forgiven, by difcerning benchers; arid Davies^ 
after all his frolics, was, alone, called to the de- 
gree of litter barrifter, in July 1595* 

In an age when promotion was gradual arid (law, 
Davies, probably, did not advance faft in his pro- 
feflion, againft fuch powerful competitors as Coke, 
Bacon, and other eminent lawyers. He was, in- 
deed, thrown feveral years behind by his own in- 
difcretion. ** Upon fome little provocation,** as 
Anthony Wood relates, ** he baflinadoed Richard 
*' Martin, while they were at dinner in the Tem- 
" pie-hall.*' This was, doubtlefs, a grievous of- 
fence 

♦ The boob of the Society are, at that period, full of fines 
apd other puniihrnents of the fludentSj for breaches of the rules 
of the houfe. 
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fence againft the fevere manners of thofe limes, 
aod Cwieed againft the pundilious civility of any 
times: and in February 1597-8, Davies was expel- 
led, by the' unjfnimous fuflfrages of a foci^ty, whofe 
privileges he had forfeited, by an offence, danger- 
ous to its members, and deftruflive of its credit. 
Of this outrage we are left by Wood to guefs the 
provocation. Davies and Martin were both poets^ 
and both wits, a race more forward to offend than 
patient to fufF|t: and the facetioufnefs of Martin, 
which fet the Temple, table in a roar, and is faid to 
have charmed King James, probably incited the 
indignation rather than the mirth of Davies. The 
bajiinado did not, however, prevent Martin, wha 
had been himfelf guilty of youthful pranks *, from 
rifing to great eminence ; from being the reader 
of his fociety, recorder of London, and member 
of parliament ; from enjoying the efteem of Sel- 
den, Ben Johnfon, and other men of learning and 
genius, who lamented his premature death, in 
1618. 

Davies now returned to Oxford, in the condilioH 
of a Sojourner^ according to Wood, but with a mind 

. improved 

• There is the folio wrng entry in the Middle Temple book r 
8th of February 1591. It is alfo ordered, that Mr. Fleetwood 
and Mr. Martin be expulfed for their abufes and 'mifdemeanors bj 
them offered to the mailer and benchers of this houfe. 



( o 

improved by adverfity. He, iadeed, fay* faim* 
felf, 

This mflrefi lately pluck'd roe by the ear. 
And many a golden leflbn hath me taught i 

Hach made my fenfes quick and reafou dear, 
ReformM my will, and redlifyM ipy thought* 

Under this flielter, and with thefe goldsn Jejfons^ 
our author cocnpofed his poem on the Immortality cf 
the Soul, which he publifhed in 1599, ^^^ entitled, 
NoscE Teipsum. If in this Ihort period he com- 
pofed this work, which Wood calls divine, he muft 
have poffefled very vigorous faculties. For wc 
every where meet with fyfteraatic arrangement, 
metaphyfical exaftnefs, reach of thought, and ele- 
gance of didlidn. But his predominant quality is 
copioufnefs of illuftration. Speaking of the ten- 
dency of affliiiion to make the mind (brink within 
herfelf, he thus illuftrates a truth, which moil men 
have unhappily felt : 

As fpidersy touched, feek their web*s inmoft part ; 
As bees, in ftorms* back to their hives return ; 

As blood, in danger, gathers to the heart ; 
A$ met feek towns, when foes the country burn. 

In a ftrain of wit and gallantry, which may 

have furniflied patterns to Cowley and Waller, 

our author dedicated his elaborate produftion to 

Queen Elizabeth : 

To 
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'to tW clear toajefty; which, in the norths 
Doth, like another fun, in glory rife. 

Which ftandeth fix'd, yet fpreads her heav'niy worth i 
lioaddone to hearts, and loadftar to all eyes. 

Elizabeth was fufficiently eager of praife, which 
flie received as due to her charms, even in the de- 
cline of life, as much as to her wifdom, when her 
government was moft refpedled ; but (he too fel- 
doih extended her patronage to the grcateft genius. 
Thi^ poem, however, procured him the notice of 
the great, and perhaps laid the foundation of his 
future fortune* When it was republifhed, in 
1622, it was much extolled, fays Wood, by fcho- 
lars . of all forts. Nahun Tate gave a third edition 
of NoscE Teipsum, in 1699, to which he ap- 
pended a preface, which is faid to be much be- 
yond the powers of the editor, however much it 
celebrates the author, as a good post and exa6l phi* 
iofopher. The late well known biographer of Gar- 
rick publiftied this, with other poetical works of 
Sir John Davies, in 1773, when a frelh laurel was 
placed by the critics on the poet's head. 

This firft eflay to gain the favour of Elizabeth 
was, however, attended with fuch fuccefs as to 
incite our author*s perfeverance. He praifed the 
queen through fix and twenty acroftics^ which, 
with unexampled addrefs, he begins every one 

with 
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with Elizabetha Regina. The gaiety, the ncainefi 
of phrafe, the fancy, of thefe encomiaftic fonnets 
would do honour to any poet. Ahd he would de- 
ferve yet greater praifc, if we could believe that 
he was induced by is^onder^ rather than led by 
mercenarinefs ; as he afferts in the concluding (on* 
net, which he addreffcd to Envy : 

Refpe£t my pen as free and frank, 
£xpe£ting not reward nor thank, 
• Great wonder only moves it ; 
I never made it mercenary. 
Nor (bould my mufe this burden carry. 
As hired, but, that (he loves it. 

Davies was now confidered as a profefled wit, 
and at length enjoyed the notice, which greatnefs 
often yields to genius. When the queen was to 
be entertained by Mr. Secretary Cecil, our poet 
was fummoned to furnifli his (hare of gratulations. 
And he has left us * ^ conference between a gentleman 
iijber and a pqft, before the queen, at Mr. Secretary's 
boufe. This dramatic effort of our author's mufe 
does hiih no great credit as a poet, however much 
it may have delighted the hearers, who came pre- 
pared to be pleafed. On the other hand, few of 
our greateft dramatic writers could have produced 
the nofce teipfum, or the acroftics. Yet, the cha- 
racters 

^ Harh M S. Bricifii Mufeum, No. a86. 
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raders are well pref(arveid : Jtke a mail of bufinefs^ 
the poft is only anxious to fee the Seaewry,; that 
he may deliver-' his difpatches, according to his 
orders* The gentleman ujher fpeaks in the com- 
plimentary llyle of a pcrfon, who had been ^ 
quarter i^aiter for fifteen years at court. Of the 
queen he fays, that (he makes the fame ufe of her 
xninifters, as the mind makes of the fenfes ; many 
things (he fees and hears through them ; but the 
judgment is her own ; that (he fpeaks and under- 
ftands all the languages in the woifld, which arb 
worthy to be fpoken and under(lood ; that for wif- 
dom, (he is as inwardly fuitable as (he is externally 
admirable ; and, that befides all her other perfec- 
tions, the earth hath not fuch a princefs for affabi- 
lity. Emboldened by thefe reprefentations, the 
poft in the end deUvered to the queen herfelf, his 
letters from the emperor of China. Elizabeth 
fometimes, we know, rubbed up her rujly latin, to 
fpeak to foreign embaffadors. But, whether (he 
iinderftood the Chinefe, the gentlenian u(her has 
not told us. There is a fafhion in flattery, as in 
every thing elfe : it was then the vogue to be 
pointed and direft. And fuch were the encoraiaftic 
drains by which our author, while he was yet 
young, contended for the queen's favour, and her 
minifter's patronage. 

Davies 
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Davies was ere long called to play his own part 
in a drama of greater dignity. vHe was chofea 
(though by what influence, it is now impoffiWe to 
tell) into the laft parliament of Elizabeth, which 
met on the 27 th of Odober, i6oi. He appears* 
to have been extremely a<51ive in moving ufefuf 
bills, and to have been a llrenuous fupporter of 
the privileges of th^oufe, while it was not yet 
quite fafe. He fpolfe manfully in the great^debate 
about monopolies, infifting, that the houfe ought 
to proceed againft them by bill^ and not by petition. 
It is rather remarkable, that his old antagonift 
Martin maintained the other fide of the queftion. 
On this occafion, it was, that Hakewell alked. If 
tread nsoas not in the long lift of monopolies? Elizabeth^ 
perceiving the houfe fo greatly agitated as to difre- 
gard her minifter's apologies, thought it prudent 
to recall the patents. And Davies was fent on the 
grand Committee, to thank the queen for relin- 
qui(hing projeds, which, happy had it been for 
prince and people, had the legiflature oi> this 
occafion abolifhed by flatute.- 

Davies had now acquired a ftation of fome emi- 
nence, at a time of life when friendfliips are eafi- 
ly formed. And he ardently wiihed to be reflored 

to 

♦ From D'Ewe's Journal, p. 649 • 656 - 85, 
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to th^ privileges and profits of a focietjr, " amongft 
•* whom, as he declared, he had received his 
** chtefeft education^ and from whence he expeft* 
" ed his bed preferment." After fome delay, 
and in confequence of ample fubmiflion before 
Chief Juftice Popham, and other Judges, he was 
Teftoried, in Trinity term 1601, to his former 
lank ; Martin, at the fame time, forgiving an in- 
jury, which hoik probably wiflied to forget. It 
was by the favour of Lord Ellcfmere, fays Wood, 
that he was reftored to his chamber. Certain it is, 
when Davies dedicated his Law Reports to that 
illuftrious Chancellor, and worthy man, he ac- 
knowledged, that JLord Ellefmpre *' had been a 
•• good angel unto him, and what might carry a 
•• fhew of adulation in another^ rauft needs be 
•• thought gratitude in him," 

With the Influence of fuch patronage, and the 
aid of great abilities, Davies continued to rife in 
his profefiipn, till the demife of Elizabeth. New 
profpedls opened to him, with the CQn)mencement 
of a new reign. If we may believe the great Ba- 
con, there was, on that memorable event, a fonfi^ 
ttualpojiing of men of good quality towards the king. 
Davies pojied with Lord Hunfdon to Scotland, in 
order to offer his adorations to the rifing fun : and 
being, among other Englifti gentlem<:n, introduced 

to 
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to James, the king,, fays Wood» ftraightway alfc- 

ed, if he wasNoscE Teipscm? and receiving for 

anfwer, that he was the fame, his majcfty graci- 

oufly embraced him. This conduft was truly cha- 

raderiflic of James, who is known to have been 

of much more famihar manners than Elizabeth, 

and ftill more forward to diftinguilh lefs merit than 

Davies poffefled. If Bacon did not accompany 

Davies, he wrote to him, as he had done to every 

other perfon, who, he thought, could imprefs a 

good conceit of a concealed poet. Davies was an 

avowed poet ; Bacon a concealed one. And we may 

determine, with regard to the friendfliip that then 

fubfifted between thefe great lawyers and eminent 

fcholars, from the terms in which Bacon defires 

Davies " to perform to me all the good offices, if 

** there be any nibbling at my name, which the 

" vivacity of your wit can fuggeft to your mind 

" to bp performed to one, in whofe affeftions you 

" have fo great fympathy, and in whofe fortune 

" you have fo great jntereft.'** This correfpon- 

dence 

• This letter is puMiO^ed in Bacon's works. Among the Birch 
MSB. in the Britifli Mufeum, No. 4108, there is a letter from 
Bacon to Davie, .when attorney-gtneral in Ireland, in which he 
fays, ** I would be glad to hear often from you, and to be adver- 
*' tifed how things pais, whereby to have fomc occafion to think 
5* foxne good thought ( though I can do little| at leaft it will be 

*^ a coati- 
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dtencc cdntinued while Davies could be of ufe to 
Bacon; but it ceafed^when Bacon had advanced 
before DavieS in the rank of their profeflion. Such 
is the inftability of friendlhips between men who 
run for the fame prize ; whether for the diftindti- 
ons of literature, or for the hohours of life. 

It was to the patronage of Sir Robert Cecil, as 
much as to the favour of James, that Davies was 
fent, in 1603, folicitor-general to Ireland, and 
immediately appointed attorney-general. Thefe 
offices required, at that time, men as remarkable 
for prudf^nce, as diftinguiftied for knowledge. 
This nation had been long harrafled by civil w^r, 
and a wife policy didated, that a total oblivion 
fliould cover many treafons, and uniform laws 
adminifter uni\^erfal right. And, therefore, as he 
bimfelf tells us,-f the number of judges was in- 
creafed, which do now, every half year, (like good 
planets in their feveral fpheres) carry the light 
and influence of juftice round about the kingdom ; 
whereas the circuits, in former times, went but 
round about the pqle, like the circle of the Cino- 
fura about the pole. Upon thefe vifitations of 

juftice, 

** a continuance in the exercife of our friendfhip, which on my 
•* part remaineth encreafed, by that I hear of ymir fervice, and 
*• the good rsfpeft I find towards myfelf j and fo I continue.'* 
+ In hisdifcoverv. 
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juftiee, whereby the honourable law of England 
was communicated to all the Irifli, there enfued* 
fuch comfort in the hearts of all men, as there- 
upon followed the moft univerfal peace that ever 
was feen in Ireland. Davies was highly qualified 
for his ftation : and he was foon appointed one of 
the judges of aflize, who, for the firft time, ever 
vifited feveral counties of Ireland, and who taught, 
at length, a rude people the difference between 
the tyrannic oppreffion of their ancient cuftoms, 
and the mild influence of juft government. In all 
thefe fituations, Davies obtained the praiLs of his 
fuperiors, as a painful and well deferving fervant of 
his majefty* 

It was on thefe circuits, probably, which enab^ 
led him to vifit every province of Ireland, that he 
met with Eleanor, the third daughter of Lord 
Audley, who, having diftinguilhed himfelf in the 
Irifti wars, now enjoyed dignified eafe, among a 
people that admired hia valour. This lady he mar- 
ried : but, from her eccentricity of temper, he 
could not derive much domeftic hapipinefs. She 
brought him only one fon, who died a youth, in 
his father's life, and one daughter Lucy, who, 
having married Ferdinando Hidings, carried the 
blood of Davies, with his fortune, into the family 

of Huntingdon. 

B With 
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With the extenfion of law over a more quiet 
people, law-fuits neceflfarily increafed; and as 
the bufinefs of the courts of juftice augmented, 
the pradlice of Davies alfo extended, in proporti- 
on to the greatnefs of his ftation and his talents. 
He was called to the degree of ferjcarit at law, ia 
Trinity term 1606, and received the honour of 
knighthood, on the i ith of February 1607- Thefe 
promotions he owed to the patronage of Lord 
Ellefmere and the Earl of Salifbury, with whom 
he correfponded. Sir Edward Coke was at the fame 
time called to the ^degree of fcrjeant, being ap- 
pointed chief juftice of the common pleas. But 
Sir Francis Bacon was ftill left undiftingyiftied be- 
hind to the infinite mortification of an ambitious 
mind. 

Sir John ifctained his office of attorney-general 
of Ireland, notwithftanding his degree of ferjeaht, 
the king having fpeciall'y difpenfed with his pre- 
fence in England. Thefe honours, we may eafily 
' fuppofe, did not leffen his pradice, or his credit ; 
and there remains fufficient evidence, that be did 
not difcontinue his accuftomed diligence. The 
lord deputy having determined, in July 1607', to 
make a judicial -progrefs through the counties of 
Monaghan, Fermanagh, and Cavan, which were 
then the moft unreformed parts of Ulfter, joined 

the 
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the attorney-general, with the chief juftice/ as one 
of the judge^ of affize, for performing this unwel- 
come fervice. Sir John wrote the earl of Salilbury 
a very elaborate account of this circuit, which is 
now firft publiflied.* And in this mirror we may 
fee the ancient condition of Ireland, in its hideous 
colours. Though the lord deputy and judges were 
to pafs through the nvajieji and wildeji parts of the 
north, fays our author, yet we had only for our 
guard, fix or feven fcore foot, and fifty or threfe 
fcore horfe, which is an argument of a good lime, 
and a confident deputy. To have performed this 
fervice in former times, would have required an 
army. But, as he fays, the clock of civil govern- 
ment was now well fet. Thefe frequent aflem- 
blies ataflizes and feffions reclaimed the Irilh from 
their wildnefs, and caufed them to convert their 
mantles into cloaks, to conform to the manner of 
England in their outward forms. The neglcd of 
the law is faid to have theretofore made the Eng- 
li(h degenerate and become Irifli; bdt now the 
execution of the law made the Irifli grow civil, 
and become Englifli. 

Sir John was fcnt to England with the chief juf- 

tice, in i6o8> in order to reprefcnt to King James 

B a • the 

* From a copy ammig the Harl. MSS. JBritifli Mofeum. 
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the efFeds which the eftablifliment of public peace, 
and thefe progrefles of the law, had produced, fince 
the corpmencement of his reign. He was praifed 
by thofe who fent him as an officer, at once able 
and attentive. And he was received by his good 
angel, the chancellor, and by his firft patron, the 
carl of Salifbury, with renovated kindnefs. 

From two acute obfervers, who had made many 
circuits through the provinces of Ireland, the Mi- 
niftcrs doubtlefs procured accurate information 
with regard to the projeded plantation in Ulfter. 
This falutary work had been long in contempila- 
tion ; left, as Bacon exprefles it, Ireland, civile 
ihould become more dangerous than Ireland, yi- 
vage. And it was at Jength carried into execution, 
by fettliijg a more induftrious race from England 
and Scotland, with a fuccefs which at opce con- 
ferred celebrity on the prince, and happinefs on 
the kingdom. Of the manner in which this great 
enterprife was executed. Sir John wrote the Earl 
of Salifbury in i6ip, the letter that is now firft 
publilhed*. We here meet, the fame learning, 
elegance, and informsition, as abundantly occur in 
his other writings. And we are moreover inftrufted 
with regard to the mod6 of performing one of the 

moft 
* From one of the Harl. MSS* BriciQi Mufeum. 
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moft difEcult talks of legiflation, the reducing of a 
people from, barbarifm to civility. In executing 
this celebrated work, oUr author aded no ufclefs 
or ignoble part. 

Among his moft laborious avocations. Sir John 
employed much of his time»in ftudying the com- 
plicated hiftory oif Ireland, and in tracing through, 
various revolutions, the origin of its laws, and the 
progrefs of its conftitution. 

He publiftied the refult of his inquiries in 1612, 
under the well-known litle of A Difcovery of the 
true Caufes why Ireland was never entirely fubdued 
till the beginning of his Mctjefty^s R^ign. This ela- 
borate performance he dedicated to the King in a 
Latin line, which imported, that it is the firft duty 
of a prince to^know his OAn dominions^ This is 
now fepubliftied for the fourth time in the prefcnt 
colieftion. Among hiftorians we feldom meet a 
work containing more accurate refearch, more 
philofophical remark, or more varied language. 
In this traft may be foupd as much as moft readers 
wifti to know of the ftory of a people, who long qon^ 
tinned barbarous, from the infelicity of their Bre- 
hon inftitutions, and of a government, which for 
centuries remained fubordinate, from its vicinity 
to a greater power. He traces from the moft au- 
thentic 
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tbentic documents, ftep by ftep, through four cen- 
turies, how Ireland, from being a land o( ire be- 
came a land of concord ; how errors had , been 
correded, and defeds lately -fupplied; how. the 
firings of this Irifli harp, which the civil niagif- 
trates finger, make a good harmooy in this com- 
monwealth. This work is often quoted : and it 
can never be read without pleafure or inftruAion. 
Dodor Johnfon, by frequently citing the Difcovery^ 
and the Nofce Teipfum, a3 authorities, has enrolled 
the writings of Sir John Davies among the Englifh 
clafTics. Whether as an acknowledgment for this 
• dedication, or as a reward for greater fervices, our 
author was, in June 1612, appointed the King's 
Serjeant. But, he not long after, loft his firft and 
fleady patron the Earl of Salilbury, who died when 
his wifdom and his influence, were the moft neccf* 
fary to a court, fwayed by favourltifm, and to a 
country, governed by minions. 

Sir John was fooa ele<f>ed into a ftill more diftin- 
guifiiedflation, Amidft thediftradions of civil war, 
and the repofe of fubfequent projeds of improve- 
ment, no Parliament had been called in Ireland dur- 
ing the laft fevenand twenty years ; yet, never were 
legiflatiVe adls more neceffary. . The Irifli nation 
was divided into two parties, whofc power was 

nearly 
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nearly equal. The Roman catholics formed the 
great body of the people: the proteftams com- 
pofed probably not more than one-fourth. The 
laws however impofed on the objeds of their jea-. 
loufy many difabilities : and the proteftants of 
confequence enjoyed all official profit and all poli- 
tical power. When the people and the govern- 
ment ftand thus oppofed to each other, diflatisfac- 
tion muft ever predominate. Such was the ftate 
of Ireland, when manifeft utility induced the Lord- 
Deputy to iflue writs for a new eledion in 161 z. 
Both parties exerted the artifices and the violences, 
which accompany popular eledions, when the minds 
of the eleftors are ftrongly agitated by hopes or ap- 
prebenfions. The Roman catholic part^ carried 
their eledions chiefly in the counties ; the proteftant 
party in the boroughs, feveral of which had been 
lately ere<fted, during the progrefs of plantation. 
Sir John Davies was elefted for the county of Fer- 
managh; being the.firft reprcfentative which it 
had ever chofeh. 

, The Houfe of Commons confifted now of two 
hundred and twenty-five members. Of thefe there 
appeared, when the Houfe met, of the prpteftant 
party, one hundred and twenty-one ; of the Ro- 
man catholic, one hundred and one. This ap- 
proximation to equality had been alone fufficient 

to 
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to create great intrigues and altercation in any po? 
pular affembly. But, among the members who 
were then aflembled to chufe a fpeaker, and who 
were animated by a fenfe of ancient antipathy and 
of recent oppofition, the tumult approached nearly 
to the bloody fcenes of a Polilh Diet. Sir John 
Davies was propofed as fpeaker by the court: Sir 
John Everard, who had been an Iriih judge, Uut 
lefigned, becaufe he could not take the oath of 
fupremacy, was fupported by the Roman catholic 
party. The houfe divided. The court members 
went out according to parliamentary form. But 
their opponents, confidering themfelves as the ma- 
jprity of legal reprefentatives, placed Sir John 
Everard in the chair as duly eleded. And nothing 
remained for the real majority but to remove the 
intruder, or to place the true fpeaker in the chair. 
The perfeverance of the majority induced the mi- 
nority to fecede from an affembly which they thus 
found they, could not rUle. All parties had been 
fo. much accuftomed in that country to attempt 
every thing by force, that the )^arliament-men had 
not yet learned to defeat, or to qualify, difagree- 
able meafures by fly intrigue, pertinacious debate, 
or by clofe divifions. The great body of the peo- 
ple applauded the feccders. And the Lord-Depu- 
ty Chichefter, whofe prudence was equal to his 

firmnefs, 
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firmnefs, prorogued the Parliament, in order to fuf* 
fer men's minds to cool, and to enable the feceding 
members to laythpir complaints before the King.* 

la 

♦ The following Letter from the Lord Deputy Chichefler Jbewi htrtj} 
much Sir John Da'vies luas trufted by the government efboth Kin^ 
domsy and thrmx)sfome new light on the affairs of Ireland^ during thi0$ 
diftraded moment, 

NoBLi Mr. Attorney* 

1/ OR in that name I have beft acquaintance with you^ anddefiFC 
that you (bould continue it. I am much comforted with his Ma<^ 
jelly's gracious acceptance of my Letters, and 1 (hall carefidly ob- 
ieive his highneffes dire£tipQS for my fueure carriage in matters of 
advertifeoaent. 

I have by Mr. Marfhall written unto you, touching the affair 
of the efcheatcd countries of Wexford : what I have now to fay 
is of matter of the Farliamenc. 

I am glad that his Majefty is pleafed to put it off until February ; 
and though there be but forty days for the fummons, I with that 
all men might know that a Parliament is intended prefently, that 
fuch as it concerns may provide themfelves accordingly, who 
otherwife will excufe. their defaults for want of time I doubt not. 

For the place to hold it in, I have thought of the King's caftlc 
as the fittcft, where the lower hall may be prepared for the lower 
houfe, and the prefence and withdrawing chamber being made in- 
to one room, by taking down the partition, will ferve for the lords | 
but I will not put this work in hand, until what I have conceived 
- fit receive allowance there \ but i caanot think oi any place about 
this town fo convenient. 

In 
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In the moment of high paffion, it is not eafy 
to pleafe either part. On this difficult occaiion, tb^ 

Lord 

In making of the boroagfa-towns^ I find more and more difficult 
ifes and ttocercainties ) fome retuni that they are hot tenanta at 
Will and pleafure to certain gentlemen, who have the iee fiirm, or 
hy leafe for a few yean, fo as the j are doubtful to name themielvcs 
for burgeffes without the landlord's confent ; and the landlord is 
of the church of Rome, and will return none but recufants i of 
which kind of men we have no need, and (hall have lefs ufe. Some 
ether towns have few othera to return than recufaots, and ocbera 
none but foldiersi fo as my advice in that point is, that yoo biin^ 
dtredioa and authority to make fuch towns botou^ only as we 
think fit and behovefulfor die fervice; and to omit fuch as arQ 
named, if they be like to be againft us ; and to enable others by 
charter, if we can find them anfwerable to our^xpedacion, albeit 
they be not in the lift Tent thither by the Lord Carewe, nor return- 
ed as allowed there. 

I fend you two or three letters of thofe I received in anfwer of 
mine, touching this matter, to perufe, by which you may judge 
what the red are ; I wifb we might carry it, and prevail in the mat- 
ters to be handled in this parliament, as is behovefui for his Majef- 
ty*s fervice^ and good qf the kingdom : but I doubt there will be 
great oppoficion to all that is good ; and we muil encounter 
them the beft we may.^ I have received a letter from the King's 
Majefty, written upon the complaint of Thomas Hoare of Wex- 
ford, and another from the Lords upon the complaint of Waltec 
Binnet. If his Majefty and the Lords of the council thought me 
not an honeft man, thofe letters would run in another ftile : for if 
what they have faid were true, and that they h^d made roe to 
^now it before they prefuraed to trouble his highnefi and lord* 

therewith. 
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Lord Deputy had npt the. good fortupe to gratify 
cither. When comniiflioners were fent by the 
Roman Catholic fadion to ftate their grievances, he 
was equally pbliged to appear at Whitiehall, for the 
purpofe of defence or explanation. Th^y were all 

patiendy 

therewith, I were either a carelefs or difboneft governor, if I did 
not puni(h the offence, and refori^ the abufe. Many of this pcfo* 
pie are of fo HI condition, that they ca^e not. what they fay in the 
defamation of their adverfartes, ^ow untrue foever, if it ferve their 
' turn I but whilft the tale is tellin|«^ if care and . credit be given to 
what they will inform, he is in. a miferable cafe that governs here 
in chief or inferior place. But both tales heard, I wiih that the 
faulty party may receive fcvere punifhmetit, for I am as iil a fup- 
porter of a mirdemean;or as any tnan that ever held my place. 

I pray haften your return with what is fitting. I will forbear to 
move for a difpenfatjon of Poynings' aft, albeit I think it very ne- 
ceiTary that it ihould be fo ; fearing, left fome other conftrtictioa 
ivould be made thereon, and I did ambitioufly feek it. 

I had occafion to write unto my Lord Chancellor lately, but 
did not propound any thing unto his Lordfliip, either in matter of 
parliament or otherwife. I only wrote that you would acquaint 
his Lordihip with what is fitting and requiiite for that difpatch* 
which I humbly befought his Lordihip to further. Is all for the 
prefent that I hav£ to impart, and fo withfalutationsl remain|p . 

Your friend faithful and affured 
At Dublin, Mthof Auguft, 1612. ARTHUR CHICHESTER. 

To my worthy friend. Sir John Davies, Knight, his Majefty's 
Serjeant at Law, and Attorney General in Ireland. 

N. B. I pray bring the Letters back with you, or fend them. 
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patiently heard. Bacon, who as attorney-general 
was confulted about the affairs of Ireland, told 
King James, That it was always fafe to keep in the 
middle way between extremes. The complaints about 
ele<flipns were aH declared to be ground lefs, except 
thofe of two boroughs, which had been erecfted af- 
ter the iffuing of the writs. The threats of refif- 
mnce were oppofed by denunciations of punifliment. 
The fcceders were reproached for their late out-p 
ra^s; but they wereprOmifed future favour, in 
return for pieaceable behaviour. As it often hap- 
pens, nobody was gratified, yet pvery one was ob- 
liged to fubmit, becaufe there appeared no reme-^ 
dy but civil war for whatever giieVance. 

When the parliament re-aflembled, in May 
^613, it did not occur, that an Englifti houfe of 
commons would not h^ve allowed the king in 
council to decide difputed eledions. Perhaps every 
x>nc feared the renewment of turmoil ; and on this 
occafion Sir John Davies dpljvered the elaborate 
fpeecb, which is now republiflijgd. This as un- 
queftionably one of the mbft learned and inftruc- 
tive orations that was ever pronounceciby the fpeak- 
er of the parliament in either kingdom. . It was 
feafonable too, at a time when parliaments had 
been fo long difufcd. He miriutely traces the'hif- 
tory of the Iriih Icgiflature, which, from the epoch 

of 
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of Poynings' ad:, was extremely complei ; and he 
throws many rays of light on a fubjedl which was in 
thofe days involved in peculiar obfcuriiy. Doftor 
Ldand has, doubtlefs, fliewn fome inaccuracies in 
this fpeech. But whatever merit he may have taken 
away, there remains enough to evince the extent of 
our author's refearches, the precifion of his know- 
ledge, and, what is ftill more laudable, his defire 
of calming political contefts. The parliament re- 
cognized the king's right to the crown of Ireland. 
They pafledan^d of general indemnity for late 
crimes, with an exception of Tyrone, Tyrconnel 
and O^Dogharty. They repealed ancient kws, 
which had abfurdly prohibited intercourfe between 
the Englifli within the pale, or five counties round 
Dublin, and the Irifh without. They gave an en- 
tire fubfidy to relieve the king from the continual 
expence of fupporting the Irilh government. They 
endeavoured to improve the police of a country, 
which was inhabited by a very mixed race, who 
felt little affedlion foir each other. And after feveral 
prorogations, the parliament, which opened with 
fuch inaufpicious beginnings, was diflblved in Od. 
1615. 

Our author, mean while, concurred with other 
learned men in the revival of tlie Antiquary Socit;- 
ty, which having been inftituted in 1590, but after- 
wards 
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' Ivards difcontinued, was how revived hy Sir jameiS 
Ley., 16 1614. To be aflbciated with fuch men as 
Cotton, Haekwell, Camden^ Stow, Spelman, Whit- 
lock, in illiiftrating the progrefs of our manners 
and our art6, the rife of our political ' inftiiutions, 
the improvement of our jurifprudence, the hiftory 
of our civil and military tranfa<fl:ions, would do ho- 
nour to a name lefs dignified than that of Sir John 
D^vies, by extenfive knowledge, elegant litera^ 
ture, and eftimable writings. 

Our author found lei fure at length, in 161^, to 
publifli his Reports of Cafes adjudged in the King's 
Courts in Ireland. Thefe were the firft reports of 
Irifli judgments which had ever been made pub- 
lic, during the four hundred years that the la\irs 
of England had exifted in this kingdom. They 
contg^in fpecial cafes on points of learning, not 
common, or at leaft not largely debated in the 
Englifli law books. And he protefts, that they 
were colleded princip^ly for the ufe of the prac- 
tifers in Ireland, and to invite others in this king- 
dom, by his example, to perform the like fervice 
to pofterity. As none had gone before him, icvr 
indeed have followed him in this ufeful traft of illuf- 
trating an important Science. The fingle cafe of 
tenures on the commiiTion of defedive titles was 
printed by James Barry, in 1639. Freeman's Re- 
ports 
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ports of Cafes in Law and Equity, from 1670 to 
1706, were publiflied by Dixon, in 1742. And 
the late Chief Baron Gilbert reported fonie Irifli 
cafes, from the 4th of Anne to the lath of George 
the Firft. Of this paucity of reporters, it is worth 
while to enquire the caufe ; fince our author only 
exprefled his furprife, without affigning a reafon^ 
Yet as he aflures us, there had always been men 
in the Irifli judicatories of fufficient learning, wha 
derived their knowledge from that fountain of ju- 
rifprudence, the Inns of Court. Prior to the reign 
of James the Firft, the jurifdiftion of the Irifli 
courts extended Hide beyond the pale, when their 
decifions, being thus limited, could have had lit- 
rie weight. From their determinations, an appeal 
always lay to the King*s Bench in England, which 
might reverfe the proceedings of judges fufaordi- 
nate, and therefore of little authority. Lawyers 
who pradtife With dcfjgn to make a fortune, or to form 
a fettlement, feldom engage in purfuits, which 
may yield them fame, but can hardly gain' them 
profit. The Irifli judicatories haying now acquired 
independence, and being now filled with judges 
eminent for learning, their decifions will doubtlefs 
be regarded with greater reverence, and be often 
reported with fidelity. Our author has annexed to 
his Reports a preface, which he addrefled to Lord 
Chancellor EUefmere, and which ^vies with Coke 

in 
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in folidity and learning, and equals Blackftono in 
claffical illuftration and elegant language. By this 
celebrated commentator this elaborate difcourfe on 
Englilh jurifprudence had doubtlefs been read- 
And thofe who delight in tracing refemblanccs of 
fentiment and ftyle between authors, in different 
ages, might find, by diligent pcrufal, many fucb 
fimilarities between Davies and Blackftone. 

Having performed this laft fervice to Ireland^ 
Sir John retired, in 1616, from a country, which 
could have been no very agreeable refidence, dif- 
tradled as it now was by fa(ftion, and embittered by 
enthufiafm. A kind of revolution at the fame time 
took place, which may have influenced our author's 
determination. The Lord-Deputy Chichefter was 
fucceeded by Sir Oliver St. John ; the chief juf- 
tice. Sir John Denham, by Sir William Jones ; 
and Worthington was recommended by Bacon, as 
attorney-general, in the room of Sir John Davies. 
On this occafion, Bacon remarked to Villiers, who 
then influenced a feeble monarch, and governed a 
kingdom haftening to deftrudion, that nothing could 
be more for the king*s fervice^ than to have the places 
of law and jujiice^ in Ireland^ eminently ferved. Of 
Jones, that profound genius obferved to the fa- 
vourite, thai he had been an oppojite in parliament ; 
but / hold it no ill counfel, to join, <?r to remove fucb 

men* 
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men*. When Sii* John Saville was created a pecri 
in the fubfequent reign, Hume took occafion to re- 
fleft on thisi as the Jirff inftanc^ of a per Jon being pra^ 
mated on account of bis influence in the Houfe of Commons* 
But' we can now trace the principle to its true 
fource^ and carry up the policy to its real epoch; 

Sir John ii6w lived amdng men of learning and 
geniusj with that reception which was due to one 
who had diftinguiftied himfelf, fays Wood^ as a 
bold fpiriti a ready wit, arid a great fcholar. And 
as king's ferjeant, he continued the pradlice of 
the law, and was eften aflbciated as one of the 
judges of affize. Some of his charges on the cir- 
cuit ftill remain in the Mufeum, as additional evi- 
dences of his laudable diligence and profound 
knowledge; 

It probably occurred to our author's mind, with l 
out communication with his friend Bacon, who had 
now rifen to a fuperior ftation, from which he was 
foon to fall, that influence in the Houfe of Com- 
mons gives influence in every other place. And 
Davies feeured his feat for Newcaftle-under-Line^ 
by whatever means^ in the parliament, which hav* 
ing been ealled in 1620, aflemWed on the 30th of 

G January 

• Bacon*! Worbj fol. edit. yoI. i. pt 126—^04. 
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January 1620-21. Seldom his there appeafred in 
any Houfe of Commons a body of more profound 
lawyers, of more accomplifhed ftatefmen, of more 
virtuous patriots, than met on that occafion. Sir 
John Davies feldom fpoke, except on the affairs of 
Ireland, being, from his office of king's ferjeant, 
perhaps more than from principle,* a favourer of 
the court. When it was moved to acquaint the 
king with the grievances of Ireland, confidering 
how much blood and treafure it had coil this kii^^ 
do^, Sir John faid : It is exprefsly in the law* 
books fet down, that Ireland is ^ member of the 
crown of England ; yet this kingdom here cannot 
make laws to bind that kingdom ; for they have 
there a parliament of their own. Sir Edwarti 
Coke, who was the experienced leader of that 
houfe, fuggefted, that they ought to confider, 
firft, what we may do ; and fecondly, what is fit to 
be done in a parliamentary courfe. Ireland, &id he^ 
was never totally reduced till the' coming of this 
king ; for there was ever a back door in the nortir 
of that kingdom. If Ireland be not fafe, we can* 
not be fure ; but if Ireland be fafe, our navy well 
furnilhed^ and the Low-countrymen our faft friends, 
we need, not fear the pope, or the devil. It is 
both fit and lawful for us to complain ft^ Irelmd : 
that on fuch complaints the king doth order a re- 
formation, and thole things which may not be re- 
formed 
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formed but by a parliament, his majefty doth put 
in a courfe, by giving order for a parliament in 
Ireland, to remedy the abufes there.* Confider- 
ing recent tranfaAions, this is furely a remarkable 
debate. Sir John Davies was the firft, we fee,* 
who, in the Houfe of Commons, contended, that 
the parliament of England could not make laws' to 
bind the people of Ireland ; bccaufe they had a 
parliament ©f their own. And Sir Edward Coke, 
when giving his opiqion as to inhat they might doy 
admits rather than denies a pofition, which having 
been at length formally acknowledged, hath eftab- 
Hflied the independence of the Irifh nation. 

It is a remark which does no little credit to Ire- 
land, that fcarcely any man ever enjoyed the offices 
of her government, who did not prove for ever 
after her ftrenuous defender. Sir John Davies 
again evinced how much he was a zealous friend, 
by defending her intierefts in an affair, which was 
then of full as much importance to her. A bill was 
introduced, in April 162 1, againft the importation 
of Irtlh cattle into England, and prohibiting the 
exportation of coin. from this kingdom to Ireland. 
It is curious to trace the fentiments of members, 
from their fpeeches, on two fubjeds which were 
in thofe days litde underftood. Mr^ Wentworth 
C i approved 

. * See Pari. Deb. 1620 -21. vol- i. p. 327 - $• 
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approved of the bill, as far as it went to prevent 
the export of coin ; but would not have vidluals 
reftrained, which would undo the poor, to enrich 
the gentleman. Sir John Ipfiey faid, that there 
is half as much fpent by thofe of Ireland, here in 
England, as they received for Irifli cattle, as there 
is no houfehold fluff ufed in Ireland, but what 
comes out of England. Sir Robert Philips infifted, 
tli^t the price of viduals in Somerfctlhire is, not- 
withftanding the importation of Irilh cattle, which 
mar the breed of England, as dear as ever; yet it 
hath caufed the export of twenty thoufand pounds 
out of Somerfetlhire only. Sir Edward Sack- 
ville remarked, that it is not cheapnefs^ but money ^ 
which enricheth the kingdom ; and if Irifli cattle 
be brought in, and our money fcnt out, we fliall 
ftill be poor. On the contrary. Sir John Davie^ 
contended, that cattle being the principal commo- 
dity of Ireland, and its wool coarfe, if we bar the 
importation of cattle, we fliall impoverifti that, 
kingdom, and difcourage its tillage ; by which 
means, that coUntry would be again reduced to 
barbarifm : that no money Being current in Ireland 
but Englifli, and there being no mint, as in the 
time of King John and Edward the Fourth, if we 
prevent the import of cattle, and not petition the 
king for a coinage, or a currency, of foreign coin, 
the new planters in thofe parts will foon leave the 

kingdom* 
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kingdom. He hoped, that the Houfe would not 
deal worfe with Ireland, which was a member of 
this crown, than we do with the Low Countries, 
which carry away infinite fums for their Friefland 
horfcs, that are chiefly ufed here for coaches.* 
The bill was thereupon re- committed, and finally 
loft. A law was obtained, as is fufficiently known, 
for the fame unfalutary purpofe, ^during the fac- 
tious reign of Charles the Second. In the prefent 
day, the parlianient feem to have adopted the fen- 
timent of Wentworth, who fpoke firft in this de- 
bate, that the cheaper ih vi£iuah are, the better it is 
for the kingdom. 

Our author found amufement, by publiftiing hig 
Nofce Teip/um and Acrojiics, during 1622, to which 
he now added Qrcheflra,, z poem, on the antiquity 
and excellence of dancing. He, with great pro* 
priety, dedicated the Orcheftra to Charles Prince 
of Wales ; 

The faircft flow'r of noble chivalry ; ' * 

And of Saint George's band (he bravefl: knight. 
Then, dancing's praife may be prefented well 
To him, whofc aflions add more praife thereto. 
Than all the mufes with their pens can do. 

When compared with the dedication of Nofc^ 
Teip/um to Elizabeth, this may, without much in- 

jufticc, 

- * See Pari. Deb. i6zi, vol. ii. p. 481-98. 
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juftice, be confidered as a forry fonnet, without 
the vigour, the' fancy, or copioufnefs of Davies. 
What has been obferved of Dryden*s poems tq 
Cromwell, a man of deeds^ and to Charles'II. a 
fovereign of fufferingSy may be remarked of the, 
dedications to Elizabeth and Prince Charles.— The 
Queen had done much ; the Prince of Wales had 
only danced. The lovers of poetry have, lamented 
that fp ingenious a poem, as the Orchejlra Ihould 
have been left unfinifhed ; or, at Icaft, that the 
defeftive part fliould be loft. The copy printed 
by the author muft have, doubtlefe, been peffe<9:. 
And it is only to be regretted, that the fubfequent 
editors did not print from the firft edition, whicl> 
may ftill be found, by diligent enquiry, though it 
is not in the Mufeum. 

Gur author, probably, wrote no more for the 
public. He employed the ftiort remainder of an 
ufeful life, in difcharging the. duties of his profef- 
fion, and in performing the. offices of friendfliip. 
While his fovereign was preparing to raife him to - 
higher honours, he died of an apoplexy, in the 
night of the 7 th of December 1626, in the 57th 
year of his age. He had previoufly fupped with 
the Lord Keeper Coventry, who gave him affur- 
ances of being Chief Juftice of England, in the 
room of Sir Randolph Crew ; but he lived not to 

enjoy. 
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«njoy, for a day, the eminent ftation, which he 
had amply earned by his learning, his fervices, 
and his honourable condudl. I^e was buried in St. 
Martin's church in the Fields. Here a monument 
was ere<5led, in order to inform pofterity, that he 
had been a man of fine abilities, and a mbft excel- 
lent writer, both in profe and verfe ; that he had 
always tempered the fcverity of the lawyer with 
the politenefs of the gentleman ; that he had been 
a faithful advocate, an impartial judge, and a true 
Chriftian. His monument is forgotten; but his 
works remain. Of ingenious men, who dedicate 
their labours to the inftrudion of their country, it 
ought to be the incentive, and the confolation, that 
their publications are perufed long after other mo- 
numents have fallen. 

Our author's works are the moft lafting infcripti- 
ons of his memory. His Nofce Teipfum, his Acrof- 
tics, and hi^ Orcheftra, muft for ever give him a 
high place among the Englifh poets ; though as a ' 
poet he has not been regarded by the biographers 
of poets. His Difcovery muft always rank hinn 
high among our early hiftorians. And his Reports, 
with their Preface, will create the lafting regret of 
law ftudents, that of fuch inftru<^ive performances 
he did not give them liiore. By Anthony Wood 
and his copiers, it is faid, indeed, that he was, in 

truth, 
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trutby more a fchoJar than a lawyer. But he whq 
had fuch men as Coke, Bacon, Selden, Noy, for 
competitors, yet reached the top of his profeflion, 
could have been no mean lawyer. Had he, in- 
deed, cultivated poetry, hiftory, or law, fingly, 
he had, doubtlefs, rifen dill higher in either- 

As a Poet^ Sir John Davies wrote the Nofce I'eiprt 
funty which was firft publilhed in 1622, again in 
1699, and a third time in 1773. It would feem, 
from the Titie, as quoted by Wood, to have, been 
originally divided into two elegies ; ift.|Of human 
Nature ; 2d. Of the Soul of Man. It appears now 
with one running Title Of the Immortality op 
THE Soul, and divided, by whatever hand, into four 
and thirty diftindt feftions. The Acrojiics under 
the title of Hymns of Afirea. And Orchejira^ in 
a dialogue between Penelope and one of her 
Wooers, on the antiquity and excellence of danc- 
ing. Thefe are the, only poems which were pub-» 
liflied in 1773, as the Poetical Works of Sir John 
Davies. If we may credit Anthony Wood, he 
wrote A Metapbrafe of f^veral of King David's 
Pfahns. But, as few have fucceeded iq fcriptural 
poetry, it is not to be much regretted, that his 
Metaphrafe has retrained in negleiSed obfcurity^ 
Sir John wrote an Epitdfh on his own fon ; and an 
Epigram on the courtfliip of his daughter. J^nd 

his 
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his little Drofha^ entitled, ^ Conference letween 4 
Gentleman UJber aud a Poji^ may be feen in thq 
Mufeum, Harl. MSS. No, cclxxxvi. foL 248. 

As an Hifiortan, Sir John wroiQ j4 Difcovery of 
the true caufes why Ireland was never entirely fubdued, 
till the heginning of his Majefifs Reign. This was 
firft publilhcd in 161 2. It fecms to have been re- 
publilhed in the fubfequent year. . It was- again 
publiftiedin.1747. And is now republilhed. Under 
this head may be clafled his two elaborate EpiftJes 
to the Earl of Salilbury, when Lord High Treafur- 
er of England in 1607, and 1610, which are now 
firft publilhed. For they are all iiiftorically^ in- 
ftruftive as to an interefting period of the Irifli 
annals. 

As a Lawyer y Sir John wrote, in 16 14, A De- 
claration of our Sovereign Lord the King, concerning 
the Title of bis Majejiy^s Son^ Charles, Prince of 
IVales, and Duke of Cornwall. His Reports, which 
were firft publifhed in Law French at Dublin 161 5, 
at London in 1628 and in 1674, at Dublin in 
1762'; when they were tranflated into Englifti, 
and reduced to an ocflayo fize. An Abridgment of Sir 
Edward Coke's Reports, in Law French : This was 
tranflated into Englifti long after his deceafe, 
acd publifhed in 1651. The Jus imponendi Veai- 

galia, 
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galiai which was dedicated to King Janies> and 
republilhed ia ^656, The right of impofing taxes 
was a point extremely litigated, during the reigns 
of James and Charles. And our author, with 
Bacon, and other court lawyers, coiltended, that 
in fome cafes it belonged to the king. But, why 
this treatife Ihould have been republi(hed in 1656, 
and in 1659, long after this idle notion had been 
fully exploded, does not appear. The Speech^ 
which is now publiftied among the following tra^s^ 
and which having been framed with an afpe<5l to 
the Irifli coritefts of 161 2, would now ple^fe us 
more, had there been lefs of the ofFenfive fjattery, 
Jthat was then too common. In the Mufeum, among 
the HarleianMSS. No. 1 578-4266-7581, may be 
feen his pharges to the grand juries, as judge of the 
aflize. This enumeration of the writings of Sir 
John Davies forms the moft durable monument of 
Jiis fame. 
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DISCOVERY 



O 'F THE 



True Caufes why Ireland was never 
entirely iubdued and brought under 
Obedience of the Crown of Elf G LA N D, 
iiiltil the Beginning of his Majefly's 
happy Reign* 

X-^CJRING the time of my fervice in Ireland 
(which began in the firft year of his Majefty*s 
reign) I have vifited all the provinces of that 
kingdom, in fundry journeys and circuits. 
Wherein I have obferved the good temperature 
of the air; th^ fruitfulnefs of the foil; the 
pleafant and commodious feats for habitation ; 
and fafe and large ports and havens lying open 
for traffick, into all the weft parts of the world ; 
the long inlets of many navigable rivers, and 
fo many great lakes and fre(h ponds within the 
land ; (as the like are not to be feen in any 
part of Europe) the rich filhings, and wild 

fowl 
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fowl of all kinds ; and laff Ijr, the bodies and 
minds of the people, endued with extraordi- 
nary abilities bf nature. 

The obf^rvation whereof bath bred in me 
fome curiofity, to confider, what were the 
true caufes why this kingdom, whereof our 
kings of England have borne the title of fove- 
reign lords, for the fpaceof four hundred and 
odd years (a period of time wherein divers 
great monarchies haye rifen from barbarifm to 
civility, and fallen again to ruin), was not ia 
all that fpace of time thoroughly fubdued 
and reduced to obedience of the crown of 
England, although there hath been almoft a 
continual war between the Englifh and the 
Irifli : and why the manners of the mere Irifli 
are fo little ahered fince the days of King Hen- 
ry the Second, as appeareth by the defcription 
made by Giraldus CJarnbrenfis, (who lived and 
wrote in that time) albeit, there have been 
fince that time, fo many Englilh colonies 
planted in Ireland* a$ that, if the people were 
numbered at this day by the poll, fuch as are 
defcended of Engli(h race, would be found more 
in number than the ancient natives. 

And truly, upon confideration of the coq- 
du(5l and paflage of afFaks in fornier times^ I 
find, that the State of England ought to be 

cleared 
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cleared of an imputation, which a vulgar cf-» 
rorhath eaft upon it, in one point ; namely, that 
Ireland long fince might have been fiibdued 
and reduced to civility, if fome ftatefmen in 
policy had not thought it more fit to continue 
that realm in barbarifm. Doubtlefs, this vul- 
gar opinion (or report) hath no true ground, 
but did firft arife either out of ignorance, or 
out of malice. For it will appear by that 
which Ihall hereafter be laid down in this dif- 
coui-fe, that ever fmce our nation had any 
footing in this land, the ftate of England did 
earneftly defire, and. did accordingly endea- 
vour from lime to time, to perfedl the conqueft 
of this kingdom, but that in every age there 
were found fuch impediments and defeds ia 
both realms, as caufed almoft an impoffibility 
that things (hould have been ptherwife. than 
they were. 

The defeds which hindered the perfeftion Two main 
of the conqueft of Ireland were of two kinds, ^^enV of 
and confifted, firft, in the faint profecution of ^^^^.^°^' 
the war ; and next, in the loofenefs of the ci- 
vil government. For' the huftandman. muft Simile. 
firft break the land before it be made capable 
of good feed: and when it is thoroughly bro- ^"^ 

ken and manured, if he do not forthwith caft 
good feed into it, it will grow wild again> 

and 



( 4 ) 

and bear nothing but weeds : So a barbafrous 
country muft be firft broken by a war, before 
it will be capable of good government ; and 
when it is fully fubdued and conquered, if it 
be not well planted and governed after the con- 
queft, it will often return to the former bar- 
bar ifmt 
The fafnt Touchmg the carriage of the mattial affairs, 
on^of"tt^ from the feventeentb year of King Henry ^he 
^*'"' Second, when the firft overture was made for 
the conqueft of Ireland (I mean the^ firft after 
the Norman conqueft of England) utitil the 
nine and thirtieth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
when that royal army was fent over to fupprefs 
Tirone^s rebellion, which made in the end an 
univerfal and abfolute conqueft of all the Irifli : 
it is moft certain, that the Englifti forces fent 
hither, or ratfed here from time to time, were 
ever too weak to fubdue and matter fo many 
warlike nations (or fepts) of the Irifti, as did 
poffefs this Ifland ; and befides their weak- 
nefs, they were ill paid, and worfe governed. 
And it at any time there came over an army 
of competent ftrength and power, it did rather 
terrify, than break and fubdue this people, be- 
ing ever broken and diflblved by fome one ac- 
cident or other, before the perfection of the 
conqueft. 

For, 
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For, mat I call a pcrfeft conqueft of a coun- Wb« is t 
(ry, which doth reduce all the people thereof ^u^^^ 
to the conditioaof fubjeds: and thofe I call 
fubjedls, which are governed by the ordinafy 
laws and magiftrates of the fovereign. Fqr, 
though the prince doth bear the title, of fove- 
reign lord of an entire country (as our kings 
did of all Ireland), yet if there be two third 
parts of that country wherein he cannot puni(h 
treafons, murders, or thefts, unlefs he fend an 
army to do it ; if the jurifdiftion of his ordi- 
nary courts of juft ice doth not extend into thofe 
parts to proteft the people from wrong and op- 
predion ; if he have no certain revenue, no 
efcheats or forfeitures out of the fame, I can- 
not juftly fay, that fuch a country is wholly 
conquered. 

Firft then, that we may judge and difcern How the 
whether the Englrfti forces in Ireland were at ^^^ ^^^^ 

*^ been pro- 

any time of fufficient ftrength, to make a full fecuted 
and final conqueft of that land, let us fee fjlen- 
what extraordinary armies have been tranf- ^^^"^^- 

year of 

mitted out of England thither, and what ordi- Henry the 
nary forces have been maintained there, and 
what fervice they have performed from time 
to time, fmce the feventeenth year of King 
Henry the Second. 

\ In 
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tuActime In thdt year, Mac Miirugh, Lord df Leiri-* 
th? Se-^ ft<^r» being oppreffed by the Lords of Meth 
*^°°^* and C()naught, and expelled out of his territo- 
ry, moved King Henry the Second to invade 
Ireland, and made an overture unto him for 
the obtaining of the fovereign lordfliip thereof* 
The King refufed to undertake the war him- 
felf, ta avoid the charge* (as King Henry the 
Seventh refufed to undertake the difcovery of 
the Indies for the fame caufe) but he-gave li- 
cenfe by his letters patent, that fuch of his fub- 
jedls might pafs over into Ireland as would at 
their own charge become adventurers in that 
enterprize. 
+he firft So as the firft attempt to conquer this king- 
butTn ad- ^^^ "^^^^ but an adventure of a few private 
venture of gentlemen. Fitz-Stephen and Fitz-Girald firft 

private *^ ^ * 

gentle- broke the ice, with a party of three hundred 

and ninety men : the Earl Strongbow followed 

them, with twelve hundred more, whofe good 

fuccefs upon thefea-coaftsof Leinfter andMun- 

fter drew over the king in perfon the next year 

^'^^^ . . after, cum quing.eniis Miliiibus^ as Giraldus Cam- 
ivhat for- it 

cea the brenfis reporteth, who was prefent m Ireland at 

i^if^came* ^'^^^ ^^^^' Which if they were but five hundred 

over. foldiers, feemeth too fmall a train for fo great 

prince. But .admit they were five hundred 

knights, yet becaufe in thofe days every knight 

was 

' * Giraldus Cambrenfis. 
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*aj$ iiot a commander of a regiment or com-^ 

pariy, but moft of them ferved as private men; 

(fometinjes a hundred knights under a fpear)* 

as appears By the lifts of the ancient armies, 

Wd canriot cbnjecfture his army to have been fo 

great as might fufBce to conquer all Ireland^ 

being divided into fo many principalities, and 

having fo many Hydra's heads ^ it had at that 

time. 

For ar eitj Tacitus, in the life of Agricola, 

doth. report^ that Agricola having fubdued 
the greateft part of Great Britain, did fignify 
to the feriate of Rome, that he thought Ire- 
land might alfo be conquered with one legion 
and a few aids : I malce no doubt, but that if 
he had atteitipted the conqueft thereof with a 
fai greater army, he would haVe found himfelf 
deceived in his conjeifture, " For, a barba- 
*' rods country is not fo eafily conquered, as 
*' a civil, whereof Caefar- had experience in 
*5 his wars againft the Gauls, Germans^ and 
*^ Britons, who were fubdued to the Roman 
•* empire with far greater difficulty, than the 
" rich kingdoms of Afia* And again, acoun- 
'* try poffefled with many petty lords and 
" ftates, is riof fo foon brought under entirely, 
" as an entire kingdom governed by one 
D *' princo 

* Archiv, Rmm. Regis afui tVeftm. 
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" prince or monarch. And therefore, the 

" late king of Spain could fooner win the 

'* kingdom of Portugal, than reduce the dates 

*' of the Low-Countries.*' 

What But let us fee the fuccefs of King Henry 

To^ilqueft^ the Second: Doubtlefs his expedition was 

king Hen- fuch, as he might have faid with Cacfar : Fenip 

tytheSe- ^ ^ 

condm^dc vidi, vici. For, upon his firfl arrival, hia 

o IreUn . ^^^^ prefence, without drawing his fword, 
prevailed fo much, as ajl the Petty Kings, or 
Great Lords, within Letnfter, Connaught, and 
Munfter, fubmitted themfelves unto him, pro- 
mifed to pay him tribute, and acknowledged 
him their chief and fqvereign Lord. Befides, 
the better to aflure this inconftant Sea-nymph 
(who was fo eafily won) the Pope would need^ 
give her unto him with a ring ; Conjugio jun- 
gam Jiabiliy prdpriamque dicabo. But as the 
conqucft was but flight and fuperficial, fo the 
Pope*s donation, and the Irifli fubmiflions^, 
were but weak and fickle afljirances. For, as 
the Pope had no more intereft in this kingdom, 
than he who offered to Chrift all the king- 
doms of the earth ; fo the Irilh pretend, that 
^ by their law, a Tanift might do no adl that 
might bind his fucceflbr. But this was the 
befl affurance he could get from fo many 
ftrong nations of people, with fo. weak a 
power : and yet he was fo well pleafcd with 

thi« 
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this title of the Lordftiip of Ireland, that he 
placed it, in his royal ftyle, before the Dut- 
chies of Normandy and Aquitaine. And fo, 
being advcrtifed of fome ftirs 'raifed by his 
unnatural fons in England, within five months 
after his firft arrival, he departed out of Ire- 
land without ftriking one blow, or buil4ing 
one caflle, or planting one garrifon among 
the Irifli: neither left he behind him one 
true fubjedl more than thofe he found there 
at his coming over, which were only the Eng- 
lifli adventurers fpofcen of before, who had 
gained the port towns in Leinfterand Munfter, 
and poflefled fome fcopes of latid thereunto 
adjoining, partly by Strongbow*s alliance with 
the Lord of Leinfter, and partly by plain inva- 
fidn and conqueft. 

And this is that conqueft of King Henry the 
Second, fo much fpoken of, by fo many wri- 
ters, which though it was in no other manner 
than before exprefled, yet is the entire con- 
queft of all Ireland attributed unto him. 

But the truth is, the conqueft of Ireland 
was made piece and piece, by flow fteps and 
degrees, and by feveral attempts, in feveral 
ages.. There were fundry revolutions, as well 
of the Englilh fortunes, as of the Irilh ; fome- 
times one prevailing, fometimes the other; and 
D^ it 
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it was never brought to a full period, till bi^ 
Majefty that now is came to the crown. 
- As for King Henry the Second, he w^s far 
from obtaining that monarchy foyal, and true 
ibvcreignty which his Majefty (who now 
reigneth) hath over the Irifh. For the Irifh 
Lords did only promifeto become tributaries 
to King Henry the Second. And fuch as pay 
only tribute, though they be placed by Bodin* 
in the firft degree of fubjedlion, are not pro- 
. perly fubjedls but fov^ereigns. For, tfiougli 
they be lefs and inferior unto the Prince to 
whom they pay tribute, yet they hold all other 
points of fovereignty ; and having paid their 
.tribute which they promifed, to have their 
peace, they are quit of all other duties, as the 
fame Bodin writeth. And therefore, though 
King Henry the Second had the title of Sove- 
reign Lord over the Iri(h,. yet did he not put 
thofe things in execution, which are the true^ 
marks and differences of fovereignty. 
The true For, to give laws unto a people; to infti- 
ibve-^ ° ^^^^ magiftratcs and officers over them ; to pu- 
'e'S"ty. hifh and pardon malefadlors ; to have the fole 
authority or'making war and peace, and the 
like; are true marks of fovereignty ;' which 
King Henry tl^ Second had not in the Irifh 

countries, 

* Bodin de Repui^ 
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countries, but the Irifh Lords did flili retain 
all thefe prerogatives to themfelves. 

For they governed their people hy the Bre^- 
hon law ;,lhey made their own magiftrates and 
officers ; they pardoned and puniftied all ma- 
lefiiftors within their feveral countries; they 
made war and peace one with anotl^er without 
controlment; and this they did not .only dur- 
ing the reign of King Henry the Second, but 
afterwards in all times, even until the reign 
of Queen Elizabcih: And it appeareth what 
manner of fubjefts thefe Irifti Lords were, by 
the concord tnade between K. Henry the Se- 
coiad, and Roderick O'Connor the Iri(h King 
of Connaught, in the year 1175, which is re- 
corded by Houeden* in this form: Hie eft 
finis & Concordia 9 inter ddminum Regent AngUce 
Henruuniyfilium Imperatricis, 6? Rodericum Re- 
gent Cona6ia^ Jcilicet^ quod Rex £s?r. Anglice con- 
cejfit prcedi^l* Roderico ligeo hqmini fuo^ ut Jit 
Rex Jub eo parqius nd fervitium fuum^ ut homo 
fuus^ f^c. And the Commiffion, whereby King 
Henry the Second made William Fitz-Adelme 
his Lieutenant of Ireland, hath this dire(flion; 
Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis^ Regibus^ Camitibus, Ba- 
ronibuSf &? omnibus fidelibus fuis in Hibernla, 
Salutem. Whereby it is manifeft,^ that he 

^ave 
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gave thofe Iri(h Lords the title and ftyle of 
Kings. 

King John* likewife did grant divers char- 
ters to the King of Connaught, which remain 
in the Tower of London. And afterwards in 
the time of King Henry the Third, we find 
in the Tower a grant made to the King of 
Thomond, in thefe words., Rex Regi Tof- 
mond f falutem. Concejfiinus v&bis ierram Tof- 
mond quam prius tenuiftis'^ ferfirmam centum fff 
iriginta marcarutn ; Tenendum de nobis ufque ad 
atatem nofiram: And in the Pipe RoUsiJ re- 
maining in Bremigham^s Tower, in the Caftle 
of Dublin, upon fundry accounts of the Se- 
neftial of Ulfler (when that earldom was in the 
King*s hands, by realbn of the minority of 
the Earl),* the entry of all fuch charges as 
were made upon O'Neale, for rent-beeves, or 
for aids towards the maintenance of the King's 
wars, are in this form, 0*Neale Regulus $ 400, 
vaccas pro arret agio reddit ; 0*Neale Regulus^ 
100 //. de Atixilic Domini Regis ad guerram fuam 
ip IVafconia fujiinendam* And in one roll the 

thirty- 

♦ 6 Johannis Clauf, membrana i8. 17 Johannis Chart ^ 
#1. 3. t 6. Hen, 3. chart 3.191. ^. 

X Arckiv, in Caflro Dublin, 
§ 4Z lltn, 3. Compotui yVilU df la Zouch. 
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thirty-fixth of Henry the Third ^, O'Neale 
Rex, 100 li. de AuxiUo domini Regis ad guerram 
fuam in IVallia fuftinendam. Which feemed 
ftrarige.to me, that the Kind's civil officer 
ftiould give him that ftyle upon record, unlefs 
he meant it in that fenfe as Maximilian the 
the Emperor did, when fpeaking of his dif- 
obedient fubje^s ; " The title'' (faid he) " of 
" Rex Reguniy doth more properly belong to 
me, than to any mortal Prince, for all my 
fubjefts dp live as Kings, they obey me in 
** nothing, but do what they lift." And truly, 
in that, fenfe thefe Irifli Lords might not un^ 
fitly be termed Kings, Put to fpeak in proper 
terms, we muft fey with the Latin Poet, ^ui 
Rex eji. Regent maxime nofi habeat. But touch- 
ing thefe Irilh Kings, I will add this note out 
of an ancient manufcript, the black book of 
Chrift-Church in Dublin. Ifti Reges non fue- 
runt or din ait foJemnitaie alicujus or dim s, . nee 
un8ionis faerameniOj nee jure harediiario, velaJi- 
qua proprietatis fuccijfione^ fed i}i & annis quili" 
bet regnum fuum obtinuit : and therefore, they 
had no^ juft caufe to complain, when a ftron-, 
ger king than themfelves became a King and 
Lord over them. But let us returh to our 

purpofe, 

* 36 Hen^ 3. Ccmpotus Huherti de Roulj^ 
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purpofe, and fee the prqceeding of tlie m^r-e 
tial affairs. 
How the King Henry the Second being returned into 
profecut- England, gave th? Lordfhip of Ireland unto 
^me"of^^ the Lord John his young^ft fon, furnamed. 
King before that time. Sans Terre. * And th^ 
Pope confirming that gift, fent him'a frown 
of peacocks feathers, as Pope Clement the 
Eighth fent the feather of a phoenix (as he call-? 
edit) to the traitor Tirone. This young Prince,^ 
the King's fon, being but twelvp years of age, 
with a train of young noblemen and gentlemen,» 
to the number of three iiundred, but not Mrith 
any main army, came over to take poffbflioa 
of his new patrimony, and being arrived ^t 
Waterford, divers Irifli Lords (who had fub- 
mitted ihpmfelves to his father) came to per- 
form the like duty to him. But that youth- 
ful company vifing them with fcorn, becaufe 
their demeanpurs were but rude and bar- 
barous, they went away much difcontented, 
and raifed a general rebellion againft him.-f 
"Whereby it was made manifeft, that the fub- 
miffion of the Iri(h Lords, and the donation of 
the Pope, were but fleqder and weak aflur- 
ances for a kingdom. 

Herer 
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Hereupon this young Lord was revoked, an4 
Sir John de Courcy fent over, not with thp 
King*s army, but with a company of volunteers, 
in number four hundred, or therc-abotit. 
With thefe he attempted the conqu^ft of Ul- 
fier, and in four or five encounters did fo beat 
the Irifli of that province *, as that he gained tho 
maritime coafts thereof, from the Boyne to the 
Bann ; and thereupon was made Earl of Ul- 
iter. So as now the Englifh had gotten good 
footing in all the provinces of Ireland. In the 
firft three provinces of Leinfter,.Munfter, ancl 
Connaught, part by the fword and part by fub- 
miffion and alliance ; and lafty in Ulfter, by the 
invafion and victories of Sir John de Courcy. 

From this time forward, until the fevcil* 
teenth year of King John (which was a fpace of 
more than thirty years) there was no army 
tranlmitted out of England, to finilh the con- 
queft. Howbeit in the inean time, the Eng- 
lifli adventurers and coloqies already planted 
in Ireland did win much ground upon the Irilh ; 
namely,, the Earl Strongbow, having married 
the daughter of Mac Murugh, in Leinfter ; the 
Lacies in Meth ; the Giraldians and other ad- 
venturers in Munfter; the Audeleyes, Ger- 
nons, Clintons, Ruffels, and pthcr volunteers 

of 

* Giraldus Catnir^nfit: 
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of Sit John de Courcy's retinue inUlfier ; and 
iheBourkes (planted by Willianrt Fitz-Adelmel 
in Connaught. Yet were the Englifli reputbd 
but part owners of Ireland at this time, as ap- 
peareth by the commiffion of the Pope*s Le- 
gate in the time of King Richard the Firft> 
whereby ht had power to exercife his jurifdic- 
tion, in Angelia, fP'allia^ ac Hits Hibernia parti- 
kusy in quibus Johannes Moretonii Comes poiejia- 
tern habet et dominium, as it is recbicded by MaU 
Paris."**^ 

King John, in the twelfth year of his reign 
came over again into Ireland : the (lories of 
that time fay with a great army, but the cer- 
tain numbers are not recorded : yet it is credi- 
ble, in regard of the troubles wherewith this 
King was diftrefled in England, that this army 
was not of fufficient ftrength f to make an en- 
tire conqueft of Ireland ; and if it had been of 
fufEcient ftrength, yet did not the King ftay a 
fufficient time to perform fo great an aiftion, for 
he came over in June, and returned in Septem- 
ber the fame year, Howbeit, in that time, the 
Irilh lords, for the moft part, fubmitted them- 
ielves to him, as they had done before to his 
father : which wais but a mere mockery and 
impoflure; for his back was no fooner turn-^ 

ed, 
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ed, but they returned to their former rebelli- 
on: and yet this was reputed a fecondconqueft. 
And fo this King, giving order for the 
building of fome caftles upon the borders of 
the Engliftx colonies, left behind him the Bi- 
fliop^ of Norwich, for the civil government of 
the land ; but he left no (landing army to profe- 
cute the conqueft : only the Englifli colonies 
which Svere already planted, were left to 
themfelves to maintain what they had got^ 
and to gain more if they could. 

The pcrfonal prefence of thefe two great 
princes. King Henry the Second, and King 
John, though they performed ho great thing 
with their armies, gave fuch countenance to 
the Englifli colonies, which increafed daily 
by the coming over of new volunteers and ad-^ 
venturers out of England, as that they enlarg- 
ed their territories very much. Howbeit after 
this time the Kings of England, either becaufe 
they prefumed that the Englilh colonies were 
ftrong enough to root out the Irilh by degrees, 
or elfe becaufe they were diverted or dif ibled 
otherwife, (as (hall be declared hereafter) ne- 
ver fent over any royal army, or any numbers 
of men worthy to be called an army, into Ire- 
land, until the thirty-fixth year of King Ed- 
ward the Third, when Lioriell Duke of Cla- 
rence, 
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^ reoce, the King's fecond fon, having married 
the daughter and heir of Ulfter, was fent over 
with an extraordinary power in refped of the 
time, (for the wars betwixt England and 
France were then in their heat) as well to re- 
cover his Earldom of Uiiler, which w^s then 
over- run and poffefled by the Irifli, as to re- 
form the Englifli colonies, which were become 
ftrangely degenerate throughout the whole 
kingdom. 
Tbis For though King Henry the Third gave the 

^^IT whole land of Ireland to Edward the Prince, 
maineth his eldcft fon and his heirs, Ita quod nonfepare^ 

perfect, 

with an tur a corotta Anglia^. Whereupon it was 

fn thf""'^' ftyled the land of the Lord Edward the King's 

, neafuryat eldeft fon : and all the officers of the land, 

Wcftrnm- 

ftep, were cjilled the officers of Edward Lord 
of Ireland ; and though this Edward were one 
of the moft acTuve Prince^ that ever lived in 
England, yet did he not, either in the life time' 
of his. father, or during his own reign, come 
over in perfon, or.tranfmit any army into Ire- 
land, but on the other fide, he drew fundry 
aids and fupplies of men put of Ireland to ferve 
•him in his wars in Scotland, Wales, and Gaf- 
coigne. And again, though King Edward the 

Second 

* ArchizK in Cafiro Dublin, £«f Arcliv. Turr. ^Z Hfti* 5 
patent, m. 9- 
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Second fent over Piers Gavefton with a peit 
retinue, it was never intended he fliould per- 
fed the conqueft of Ireland; for the King 
could not wa^t his company fo long a time as 
muft have been fpent in the finilhing of fo te- 
dious a work. 
So then, in all that fpace of time, between How tte 

martial a^* 

the' twelfth year of King John, and the thirty- fairs were 
fixth year of King Edward the Third, contain- ".'J^^c 
ing one hundred and fifty years, or there- twelfth 
abouts, although there was a continual bor- King John 
dering war between the Engliffii, and the IriOi, [y.^xth rf 
there came no royal army out of England, to King Ed- 

. ward the 

make an end of the ,war. But the fchief go- Third, 
vernors of the realm, who were at firfl call- 
ed Cujiodes Hibernia^ and afterwards Lords 
Juftices, and the Englifli lords who had got- 
ten fo great pofleflions and royalties, as that 
they prefumed to make war and peace \j^ith- 
out direjftion from the ftate, did levy all their 
forces within the land. But thofe forqes 
were weakly fupplied and ill governed^ as I 
faid before: weakly fupplied with men and 
money, and governed with the worft difci- 
pline that ever was feen among men of war ; 
and no marvel, for it is an infallible rule, that 
an army ill paid is ever unruly and ill govern- 
ed. The {landing forces here were feldom or 

ntjver 
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never reinforced out o£ England ; and fuch 
as were either fent from thence, or raifed 
here, did commonly do more hurt and damage 
to the Englilh fubjefts than to the Irifh ene- 
ipies, by their continual cefs and extortion; 
which mifchief did arife,-by reafon that little 
or no treafure was fent out of England to pay 
the foldiers wages : only, the King*s revenue 
in Ireland was fpent, and wholly fpent, in the 
public fervice ; and therefore, in all the an^ 
cient pipe-rolls * in the times of Henry the 
Third, Edward the Firft, Edward the Second, 
and Edward the Third, between the receipts 
and allowances, there is this entry ; In Thefauro 
nihil: for the officers of the (late and the army 
fpent all ; fo, as there was no fur pi us of trea- 
fure ; and yet that all was not fufficient. For 
in default of the King's pay, as well the ordi- 
nary forces, which flood continually, as the 
extraordinary,- which were levied by the Chief 
Governor, upon journeysand general hoft- 
ings, were for the mod part laid upon the poor 
fubjeA defcended of Englifli race; how beit 
this burthen was in fome meafure tolerable in 
the time of King Henry the Third, and King' 
Edward the Firft ; but in the time of King 
Edward the Second, Maurice Fitz-Thomas of 

Defmond, 
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Deltnond, being Chief Commander of the 
army againft the Scots, began that wicked ex- 
tortion of Coin and Livery, and pay ;* that is, 
he and his army took horfe-me;it, and manV 
meat, and money at their pleafure, without 
any ticket, or other fatisfacftion. And this 
was, after that time, the general fault of all 
the governors and commanders of the army in 
this land. Only the golden faying of Sir Tho- 
mas Rookeft)y,f who was Juftice in the ihirli* 
eth year of King Edward the Third, is record- 
ed in ^11 the annals of this kingdom. That he 
would eat in wooden difhes, but would pay 
for his meat gold and filver. Befides, the 
Englifli colonies being difperfed in every pror 
vince of this kingdom, were enforced to keep 
continual guards upon the borders and marcli- 
es round about them ; which guards conififting 
of idle foldiers, were likewife impofed as a 
continual burthen upon the poor Englilh free- 
holders, whom they oppreffcd and impovc- 
rilhed in the fame manner. And becaufe th^ 
great Englifli lords^ 2iftd captains .had power to 
impofe this charge, when and vhere they 
pleafed,f many of the poor freeholders were 

glad 

» Siatfit. lO. //• 7. Cap. 4. Rot. Pttrlism, in Cajlra Dublin^ 
+ Annates Hibernice in Camden. 
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gkd td give iitito thofe lords a great part of 
theiip latxds, to hold the reft free from that ex- 
lortioa ; and many others^ not being able to 
endure that intolerable oppreffion, did utterly 
quit their freeholds, and returned into Eng- 
land. By thefe means the Eriglifti colonies 
grew poor and weak, though the Englifti lords 
grew rich and mighty; for they placed Irifh 
tenants upon the lands relincjuilhed by the 
Englilh ; upon them, they levied all Irifh ex- 
^aftions; with them they married, and fofter- 
cd, and made goflips.; fo as i^ithin one age 
the Englifti j both lords and freeholders, be- 
came degenerate and mere Irifti in thrir lan- 
guage, in their apparel, in their arms and 
manner of fight, and all other cuiloms of life 
-whatibever. 

By this it appeareth why the extortion of 
Coin and Livery is called, in the old ftatutes 
of Ireland, a damnable cuAom, and the im- 
pofing and taking thereof made high treafon.* 
And it is foid in an ancietit difcourfe of the 
decay of Ireland, that though it were firft in-^ 
vented in hell, yet if it had been ufed and 
praflifed there, as it hath been in Ireland, it 
had long fince deftroyed the very kingdom of 
Beelzebub. In this manner was the war of 

Ireland 

♦ Statut. II, H. 4. cap. 6. Bonn Finglas, M. S, 
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freland carried^ before the coining over tf 
Lionel Duke of Clarenee. 

This young prince, being Earl of UJfter^ 
and Lord of Connaught, in right of his wife, 
(who was daughter and heir of the lord Wil- 
liam Bourke, the laft Earl of Ulfter of that 
family, flain by treachery at Knockfergus) 
was made the King*s Lieutenant of Ireland,, 
and fent over with an army, in the thirty-fixth Yhearmy 
year of King Edward the Third, the roll andVanfmii- 

rn r » ' r .ted with 

lift of which army doth remain of record in Lionel 
the * King's Remembrancer's Office in England Qarence 
(in the prefs di Rebus tangentibus Hiberniam) ^^^ thirty- 

j , - (ixthof 

and does not cpntain above fifteen hundred Edward 
men by the poll; which becaufe it differs ^^"^ '^^^''*' 
fomewhat from the manner of this age, both 
in refpecfl of the command and the entertain- 
ment, I think it not itnpertinent to take a 
brief vi^w thereof. 

The Lord Lionel Ivas genefal, and under 
him Ralph Earl of Stafford^ James Earl of 
Ormond, Sir John Carew, Banneret, Sir Wil- 
liam Winfor, and other Knights ^ were com- 
manders- 

The entertainment of the General upon his 
firft arrival, was but fix (hillings and eight . 
V^VKQ per di^m, for himfelf; for five knights, 
. E two 

t Arcbiv4 Remem. Regis €pud Weftm^ 
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two (hillings a-piece, per diem ; for (ixty-ftmr 
efquires, twelve pence a-piece, />^r rf/Vm ; for 
feventy archers, fix pence a-p^ece per dienu. 
But being fliortly after created Duke of Cla- 
rence (which honour was conferred upon him 
being here in Ireland) his entertainment was 
raifed to twelve (hillings and four pence per 
diem, for himfelf, and for eight knights, two 
fliillings a-piece per rf/Vw, with an encreafe of 
the numbers of his archers ; viz. three hun- 
dred and fixty archers on horfeback, out of 
Lancafhire, at fix pence a-piece per diem, and 
twenty-three archers, out of Wales, at one 
penny a-piece per diem. 

The Earl of Stafford's entertainment was, 
for himfelf fix fhillings and eight pence per 
diem; for a banneret, four Ihillings per diem; 
for feventeen knights, two (hillings a-piece 
per diem; for feventy-eight efquires, twelve 
pence a-piece per diem ; for one hundred ar- 
chers on horfeback, fix pence a-piece per diem. 
Befides, he had the command of twenty-four 
archers out of Stafford(hire, forty archers out 
of Worcefterfhire, and fix archers out of 
Shroplhire, at four pence a-piece per diem. 

The entertainment of James Earl of Or- 
mond was, for himfelf four fliillings per diem; 
for two knights, two (hillings a-piece /^r diem ; 

for 
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for twenty-feven efquirea, twelve pence a- 
piece per diem', for twenty hoblefs, armed 
(the Irilh horfemen were fo called, becaufe 
they ferved on hobbies), fix pence a-piecc per 
dietn\ and for twenty hoblers, not ^rmed, 
four pence a-piece per dim^ 

The entertainment of Sir John Carew, ban- 
ner^t, was, for hioifelf four (hillings /^r diemi 
for one knight, two fhillings per diem ; for 
eight efquires, twelve pence a-piece per diem ; 
for ten archers on borfeb^ck^ fix pence a- 
piece per diem* 

The entertainment of Sir William Winfor 
was, for hiijifelf two Ihillings per diem ; for 
two knights, two Ihillings a- piece per diem ; 
for forty-nine efquires, twelve pence a-picce 
per diem ; for fix archers on horfeback, fix ' 

pence a-piece per diem. 

The like entertainment, rateably, were al- 
lowed to divers knights and gentlemen upon 
that lift, for themfelves and their feveral reti- 
nues, whereof fome were greater, and fome 
lefe, as they themfelves could raife them 
among their tenants and followers/ 

For in ancient times the King himfelf did The man^ 
not levy his armies by bis own immediate vying foil 
authority or commiffion, but the lords and^j^^*^*« 
captains did, by indenture, covenant with the ages* 
E % King, 
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King^ to ferve him in his irars with certaui 
numbers of men, for certais wages and en- 
tertainments, whkrh they railed in greater or 
Icfs numbers, as they had favour or power 
with the people. This courfe hath been 
changed in later times upon good reafon of 
ftate : For the barons and chief gentlemen of 
the realm, having power to ufe the King's 
prerogative in that point, became too popular; 
whereby they were enabled to raife forces 
even againft the crown itfelf, which fince the 
ftatutes made for levying and muttering of 
foldiers, by the King's ipecial commiffion, they 
cannot fo eafily perform, if they (hould forget 
their duties. 
What fcr. This Lord-Lieutenant, with this fmall army, 
J^^I^I^J^^ performed no great fervice; and yet, upon 

x>f Cla- liis coming over, all men who had land in Ire- 

Tc*nce per- ^ • , i . j^ 

formed, land, were by proclamation* remanded back 

out of England thither, and both the clergy 
and laity of this land, gave two years profite 
of all their lands and tithes, towards the 
maintenance of the war here : only he fup- 
preffcd feme rebels in Low Leinfter, and re- 
covered the maritime parts of his earldom of 
Ulfter. But his bcft fervice did confift in the 

well- 
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well- governing of his army, and in holding 
that famous Parliament at Kilkenny ; wherein 
the extortion of the foldiers, and the dege- 
nerate manners of the Englifh (briefly fpoken 
of before) were difcovered, and laws made to 
reform the iamb : which (hall be declared 
more at large hereafter. 

The next Lieutenant, tranflnittcd with any sir Wii- 
forces out of England, was Sir William Win- ^^r^ulll 
for ; who, in the forty-feventh year of King ^«"^"f; 

• -f J o forty-fe- 

Edward the Third, undertook the cuftody, venth of 
not the. conqueft of this land (for now the the^hird. 
Englifti made rather a defenfive than an inva- ^^'* {^^^^ 

and fer- 

live war) I and withaj, to defray the v^ hole vice, 
charge of the kingdom, for eleven thoufand 
two hundred and thirteen pounds, fiyn (hil- 
lings and eight pence, as appears by the in- 
denture between him and the King, remain- 
ing on record in the Tower of London.* But 
it appears by that which Froiffard reports, 
that Sir William Winfor was fo far from fub^ 
duing the Iriih, as he himfelf reported : That 
he could never have f accefs to underftand 
and know their countries, albeit he had fpent 
more time in the fervice of Ireland, than any 
Engli(hman then living. 



And 
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The ftate And here I may well take occafion to ihcw 

vlnueof^^^ vanity of that which. is reported in the 

Ireland, in ftory of Walfingham, touching the revenilc 

Edward of the crown of Ireland, in the time of King 

the Third. Edward the Third. For he fetting forth the 

flate of things there, in the time ofj King 

Richard the Second, writeth thus % Cum Hex 

Anglice illuftris, Edwardus Tertius, illic pofuijjet 

bancum fuum atque Judices, cum fcaUiarw^ perce^ 

pit inde ad regaUm jifcum annuaiim triginta miiiia 

librarnm ; modi propter abfentiaht ligeomm^ £? 

hoftium potentiam^ nihil inde vemt ; fed Rex per 

annos Jingulos^de fuo marfupio^ terne defenfori" 

bus foluit triginta millia mar car um^ udregnifid 

dedecus et fifci grandijfimum detriment um. 

If this writer had known, that the King's 
Courts had been eftabHfhed in Ireland morb 
than a hundred y^ars before King Edward the 
Third was born, or had feen either the Parlia- 
ment rolls in England, or the records of the 
receipts and iffues in Irelahd, he had not kfl 
this vain report to pofterity. * For both the 
Benches and the Exchequer were eredled m 
the twelfth year of King John. And it is re- 
corded in the parliament rolls of the twenty- 
firft of Edward the Third, remaining in the 

Tower, 

J Walfingham in Richard, 2. 
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Tower, that the commons of England made 
petition that it might be enquired why the 
King received no benefit of his land of Ireland, 
confid'ering he poffeffed more there than any 
of his anceftors had before him. Now, if the 
King at that time, when there were no (land- 
ing forces maintained there, had received thir- 
ty thoufand pounds yearly at his Exchequer 
in Ireland, he muft needs have made profit 
by that land, confidering that the whole 
charge of the kingdom, in the furty-feventh 
year of Edward the Third (when the King 
did pay an army therej, did amount to no 
more than eleven thoufand and two hundred 
pounds * per annutn^ as appeareth by the con- 
trad of Sir William Winfor. 

Befides, it is manifeft by the Pipe-Rolls of . 
that time, whereof many are yet preferved in 
Bremingham*s Tower ; and are of better ere* 
dit than any Monk's ftory, that during the 
reign f of King Edward the Third, the reve* 
nue of the crown of Ireland, both certain and 
cafual, did not rife unto io,oool. per annumt 
though the medium be taken of the beft feven 
years that are to be found in that King^s time. 
The like fable hath HoUinglhead J touching 

the 
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the revenue of the earldom of Ulfter ; which 
(faitli he) in the time of King Richard the 
Second, was thirty thoufand marks by the 
year; whereas in truth, though the lordfhips 
of Connaught and Meth (which were then, 
parcel of the inheritance of the Earl of Ulfter) 
be added ta the account, the revenue of that 
earldom came not to the third part of what 
he writeth. For thp account of the profits of 
Ulfter yet remaining in Bremingham's Tower, 
made by William Fitz-Warren,J* fenefchal 
and farmer of the lan''S in Ulfter, feized into 
the King's hands after the death of Walter de 
Burgo, Earl of Ulfter, from the fifth year 
of Edward the Third, until the eighth year, 
do amount but to nine hundred and odd pounds, 
at what time the Irifli had not made fo great 
an invafion upon the earldom of Ulfter, ^$ 
they had done in the time of King Richard 
the Second. 

As vain a thing it is, that I have feen writ- 
ten in an ancient manufcript, touching the 
cuftoms of this realm in the time of King Ed* 
ward the Third, that thofe duties in thofedays 
ftiould yearly amount to ten thoufand marks, 
which by my own fearch and view of the re- 
cords here, I can juftly controul. For upon 

the 
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the late reducing of this antient inheritance of 
the crown, which had been detained in moft 
of the pdrt towns of this realm, for the fpace 
of a hundred years and upwards, I took fonpe 
pains (according to the duty of my place) to 
vifit all the Pipe-Rolls, wherein the accounts 
of cuftoms arc contained, and found thofe 
duties anfwered in every port, for two hun* 
dred and fifty years. together, but did not find 
that at any time they did exceed a thoufand 
pounds per annum ; and no marvel, for the 
fubfidy of poundage was not then known, and 
the greateft prgfit did arife by the cocquet of 
hides ; for wool, and wool-felts were ever of 
little value in this kingdom. 

But now again Jet us fee how the martial 
alfFairs proceeded in Ireland. Sir William 
Winfor continued his government till the lat* 
ter end of the reign of King Edward the 
Third, keeping, but not enlarging the Englifli. 
borders. 

In the beginning of the reign of King Ri(:h- How the 
ard the Second the ftate of England began to ^eded m 
think of the recovery of Irel.-ind : for then was ^^.^ "m^of 

^ ^ King 

the firft ftatute made againft abfentees, com- Richard 
manding all fucji as had land in Ireland, ♦ to condr 
return and refide thereupon, upon pain to for- 
feit 

^ 3 Rich. Z, Arcbiv. Turr. Rot» Purliam* 44. 
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feit two- third parts of the profits thereof.-— 
Again, this King, before bimfelf intended to 
pafs over, committed the government of this 
realm to fuch great lords fucceffively, as he did 
moft love and favour : firft to the Earl of Ox- 
ford, his chief minion, whom he created Mar- 
quis of Dublin, and Duke of Ireland : next to 
tlie Duke of Surry, his half brother: a^idlaftly, 
to the Lord Mortimer, Earl of March atid Ul- 
iler, his coufin and heir apparent. 

Among the patent rolls in the Tower, the 
ninth year of Richard the Second, * we find 
five hundred men at arms at twelve pence a- 
piece per diem; and a thoufand arches at fix 
pence a-piece per diem, appointed for the 
Duke of Ireland, Jup^r conqueftuillius ttrra per 
duos atmos : for tfaofe are the words of that re- 
cord ; but for the other two lieutenants, I do 
not find the certain numbers, whereof their 
armies did confift ; but certain it is, that 
they were fcarce able to defend the Englifli 
borders, much lefs to reduce the whole Ifland. 
For one of them, namely, the Earl of March, 
was himfelf flain upon the borders of Meth ; 
for rev^^nge of whofe death, the King himfelf 
made hi^ fecond voyage into Ireland, in the 
laft year of his reign. For his firft voyage in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, ^which was 

indeed 
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indeed a voyage-royal) was made upcxi ano- 
ther motive and occafiqu, which was this : Up^ 
on the vacancy of the Empire, ♦ this King hav- 
ing married the King of Bohemians daughter 
(whereby he had great alliance in Germany) 
did by his Ambafladors' folicit the Princes Elec- 
tors to choofe him Emperor f ; but another 
being ele(5bed^ and his Aoib^ffadors returned, 
he would needs know of them the caufe of his 
repulfe in that competition : they told him 
plainly that the Princes of Germany did not 
think him fit to command the Empire, who 
was neither able to hold that which his ancef- 
tors had gained in France, nor to rule his in- 
folvent fubjeds in England, nor to matter his 
Tcbelliouspeople of Ireland.. This was enough 
to kindle in the heart of a young prince a de- 
fire to perform fome great enterprife ; And 
therefore finding it no fit time to attempt 
France, he refolved to finilh the conqueft of 
Ireland ; and to that end he levied a mighty- 
army, confifting of fpur thoufand men at arms* 
and thirty thoufand archers, which was a fuf- 
ficient power to have reduced the whole Ifland^ 
if he had firft broken the Iriflv with a war, 
and after eftablilhed the Englilh laws among 
them, and not have been fatisfied with their 

light 

^ Wdfingham in Richard the SMnd. 
t Amid^u Tb9. Otttrhwne Matu^cripu 
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light fiibmiflions only, wherewith in all ages 
dicy have mocked and abufed the (late of 
England. But the Irifli lords, knowing this 
to be aXure policy to diffolve the forces which 
they were not able to rcfift (for their anceftors 
had put the fame trick and impofture upon 
King John, and King Henry the Second,) as 
foon as the King was arrived with his army, 
which he brought over under St. Edward's 
banner (whofe name was had in great venera- 
tion amongft the Irifh) * they all made offer to' 
fubmit ihemfelves. , Whereupon the Lord 
Thomas Mowbray, Earl of Nottingham, and 
Marfhal of England,^ was authorized by fpecial 
jcornmiffion, to receive the f homages and oaths 
of fidelity, of all the Irifti of Leinfter. And 
the King himfelf having received humble let- 
ters from O'Neal (wherein he ftyleth himfelf 
Prince of the Irifh in Ulfler, and yet aeknow- 
ledgeth the King to be his Sovereign Lord, 
(^perpetuus Dofninus Hibernia,) removed to Dro- 
gheda, to accept the like fubmiffions from the 
Irifh of Ulfler. The men of Leinfler, namely 
MacMurrogh, 0*Byrne, 0*Moore,0'Murrough, 
O'Nolan, and the chief of the Kinlhelaghes, in 
an humble and folemn manner did their ho- 
magesi and made their oaths of fidelity to the 

Earl 

♦ Stow in Rich, the Seconds 
t Archiv. m officio renumorat. Regis ofud WeJItnon* \ 



\ 



( 35 ) 

Earl Marflial, laying afide their girdles^ their 
ikins and their caps, and falling ^down at his 
feet upon their knees ; which when they had 
performed, the Earl gave unto each of them 
ofculum pacts. 

Bcfides they were bound by feveral inden- 
tures, upon great pains to be paid to the apof- 
tolick chamber, not only to contihue loyal 
fubjsds, but that by a certain day prefixed, 
they and all their fword-men (hould clearly 
relinquifli and give up unto the- King and his 
fucceflbrs all their lands and fioffcffions which 
they held in Leinfter, and (taking with them 
only their moveable goods) (hould ferve him 
in his wars againft his other rebels. In con- 
fidcration whereof, the King (hould give them 
pay and penfions during their lives, and bcftow 
the inheritance of all fuch lands upon them, as 
they (hould recover from thfe rebels,' in any 
other part of the realm. And thereupon, a 
penfion of eighty merks per annum, was grant- 
ed to Art'Mac Murrogh, Chief of the Caua- 
naghes ; the enrollment whereof I found in 
the white book of the Exchequer here. And 
this was the effedl of the fervice performed by 
the Earl Mar(hal, by virtue of his commiflioh* 
The King in like manner received the fubmif- 
fions ofthe Lords of Ulfter; namely, O'Neale, 

O'Haolon, 
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O'Hanlon, Mac Donel, Mac Mahon, and 
others ; who with the like humility and cere- 
mony, did homage and fealty to the King's 
own perfon ; the words of 0*Ne^le*s homage, 
as they are recorded, are not unfit to be re-*- 
membered : Ego Nelanus O^NeaU Senior iam pro 
meipf^, quatn profilih tneis, 6? tota Natione med 
Cf? Parenielis meis, & pro omnibus fnbditis tneis 
devenio ligeus homo vefier^ 6f r. And in the 
indenture between him and the King, he is 
nbt only bound to remain faithful to the crowa 
of England, but to reftore the Bonaght of Ul- 
fter to the Earl of UWer, as of right .belong- 
ing to that earldom, and ufurped among other 
things by the 0*Neales. 

Thefe indentures and fubmiffions, with 
many other of the fame kind, (for there was 
not a chieftain or head of an Irilh fept, but 
fubmitted himfelf inone form or other) th^ 
King himfelf caufed to be enrolled and teili- 
fied by a notary publick, and delivered the 
enrollments with his own hands to the Bifticp 
of Salifbury, then Lord Treafurer of England, 
fo as they have been prcferved, and are now 
to be found in the office of the King's rerrieni* 
brancer there. 

With thefe humilities they fatisfied the 
young King, and by their bowing and bend- 
ing 
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ing avoided the prefent ftorm>- and fo broke 
that army which was prepared to break tliem. 
For the King having accepted their fubmifn- 
ons, received them in ofculo pacts, feafted them, 
and given the honour of Knighthood to di- 
vers of them, did break up and diflblvc his 
army, and returned into England with much 
honour atKi fmall profit, (faith Froiffard) for 
though he had fpent a huge mafs of treafure 
in tranfporting his army, by the countenance 
whereof he drew on their fubmiflions, yet did 
he not increafe his revenue thereby one fter-v 
ling pound, nor enlarge the Englilh borders 
the breadth of one acre of land ; neither did 
he extend the jurifdidion of his courts of 
juftice one foot further than the Englilh colo- 
nies, wherein it was ufed and exercifed be- 
fore. Befides, he was no fooner returned into 
England, but thofe Irifh lords laid afide tlieir 
maflcs of humility, and fcorning the weak 
forces which the King had left behind him, 
began to infeft the borders ; in defence where- 
of, the Lord Roger Mortimer being then th^ 
King's Lieutenant, and heir apparent of the 
crown of England, was flain, as 1 faid before. 
Whereupon the King, being moved with juft 
appetite of revenge, came over again in per- 
ipn, in the twenty-fecond year of his reign, 
with as potent an army as he had done before, 

with 
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with a full purpofe to make a fullcohqueft of 
Ireland : he landed at Waterford, and paffed 
from thence to Dublin, through the vaft coun- 
tries of the Murroghes, Kinflielaghes, Caua- 
nagbes, Birnes, and Tooles ; his great army 
was much diftreffed for want of viftuals and 
carriages, fo as he performed no fnemorable 
thing in that journey, only in the Cauanaghes 
country, he cut and cleared the paffes,! and 
beftowed the honour of knighthood upon the 
Lord Henry, the Duke of Lancafter's fon, 
who was afterwards King Henry the Fifth, 
and fo came to Dublin, ♦ where entering into 
council how to proceed in the war, he received 
news out of England of the arrival of the ba- 
niflied Duke of Lancaftcr at Ravenfpurg, ufufp- 
ing the legal authority and arrefting and put- 
ting to death his principal officers. 

This advertifement fuddenly broke off the 
King^s purpofe, touching the profecution of 
the war in Ireland, and tranfported him into • 
England, where fliortly after he ended both 
his reign and his life. Since w|iofe time, 
until the thirty-ninth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
there was never any army fent over of a 
competent ftrength or power to fubdue the 
Irilh, but the war was made by the Englilh 

colo- 

* HcUin^esd in Richard the Second, 
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colonics, only to defend their bbrders i or if 
any forces were tranfmitted over, they were 
fent only to fupprefs the rebellions of fuch as 
were defcended of Eriglifli race, and not to 
enlarge our dominion over the Irifli. 

During the reign of King Henry the Henry IV. 
Fourth, the Lord Thottias of Lancafter, the-y-jj^Lo^^ 
King*s fecond fon, 'was Lieutenant of Ireland, '^homas 

, • ' of Lan- / 

who for the firft eight years* of that King's cafter's 
reign, made the Lord Stroope, and others, ^^'^'^^^^ 
his deputies, who 6nly defended the marched 
\^ith forces levied within the land. In the 
eighth year that prince came over in perfon 
with a fmall retinue. So as wanting a fuf- 
ficient power to attempt of perform any 
great fervicc, he returned within feven 
months after into England. Yet during his 
perfonal abode'there he was hurt in his own 
perfon within one mile of Dublin, up6n an 
encounter with the Irifti enemy. He took the 
fubmiffions of 0*Birne of the Mountains, 
]\Iac Mahon, and 0*Rely, by feveral in- 
dentures,* wherem O'Birne doth covenant, 
that the King (hall quietly enjoy the Manor 
of Newcaftle ; Mac Mahon accepteth a State 
in the Ferny for life, rendering ten pound a 
year ; and O'Rely doth promife to perform 
F fuch. 

* ArcUv. rtmffmrat* Regis apud Wtfim. 
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fuch duties to the Earl of March and tJlfter^ 
> as were contained in an indenture, dated the 

1 8 of ^lichard the Second. 
Henry V. . In the time of King Henry the Fifth, there 

came no forces out of England* Howbeit, 
The Lord the Lord Furnival being the. King's Lieute- 

Furnival's . ' . , . . 

lervice. n^nt, made, a martial circuit, or journey, 

round about the marches and borders of the 

Pde, and brought all the Irifh to the King's 

peace,* beginning with the Birnes, Tooles, 

and Cauanaghes on the South, and fo pafling 

to the Moores, O'Connoips, and OTarals in 

the Weft ; and ending with the O'Relies, 

Mac. Mahons, 0*NeaIes, and O'Hanlons in 

the North. He had power .to make them 

feek the King's peace, but not po\yer to.re- 

duce them to the obedience of fubjedls : yet 

this was then held fo great and worthy a fer- 

/vice, as that the lords and chief gentlemen 

of the Pale made certificate thereof in French 

unto the King, being then in France : which 

1 have feen recorded in the White Book of the 

Exchequer at Dublm. Howbeit, his army 

was fo ill paid and governed, as. the Engliih 

fufFered more damage by the cefs of his fol- 

diers (for now that monfter, Cpin and Livery, 

which the ftatute of Kilkenny had for a time 

abolilhed, 

♦ Alb. libr^ Scacc, Dttblini 
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dbolifiied, was rifen again from tiell), ttien 
they gained profit or fecurity, by abating the 
pride of their enemies for a time. 

During the minbrity of King Henry the Henry Vt* 
Sixth, and for the fpace of feven or eight 
years after, the Lieutenants and Deputies 
made only a bordering war upon the Irifli, 
with fmall and feattered forces ; howbeit, be-' 
caufe there came no treafure out of England 
to pay ,the foldier, the poor Englifli fubjedl 
did bear the burthen of the men of war in 
every place, and were thereby fo weakened 
and impoverifhed, as the Hate of things in 
Ireland flood very defperate- 

Whereupon the Cardinal of Winchefler 
(who, after the death of Humphrey Duke of 
Gloucefler, did wholly fway the flatc of Eng- 
land) being defirous to place, the Duke of 
Somerfet in the regency of Francd, took oc- 
cafion to remove Richard Duke of York from Richard 
that government, and to fend him into Ireland, YoJk'a 
pretending that he was a mofl able and wil- fcrvice. 
ling perfon to perform fcrvice there, be- 
caufe he had a great inheritance of his own in 
Ireland/ namely the earldom of Ulfler and the 
lordlhips of Connaught and Meth, by^defcent 
from Lionel Duke of Clarence. 

Fz We 
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We do not find that this great Lord camt? 
6ver with any numbers of waged foldiers, but 
it appeareth upon what good terms he took 
that government, by the covenants between 
the King and him, which are recorded * and 
Confirmed by a<51t of parliament in Ireland, 
apd were to this efFeft : 
t. That he fliould be the King^s Lieutenant 

of Ireland for ten years. 
i. That to fuppoft the charge of that coun- 
try, he fhould receive all the King's r eve» 
nues there, both certain and cafual, without 
account. 

3. That he fhould be fupplied alfb with trea- 
fureout of England, in this manner ; he 
fliouId have four thoufand merks for the 
firft year, whoreof he (hould be imprefied 
two thoufand proll&ds beforehand ; and for • 
the other nine years, he (hould receive two 
thoufand pounds per annum. 

4. That he might let to farm the King's lands, 
and place, and difplace all officers at his 
pleafure^ 

5. That he might levy and wage what num-^ 
ber of men he thought fit. 

6. That he might make a Deputy, and return 
at his pleafure. 

Wc 

* Archi^% in Caftr$ DitbUih 
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We cannot prefume that this Prince kept 
any great army on foot, as well becaufe his 
means out of England were fo mean, and 
thofe ill paid, as appeareth by his paflionate 
letter written to the Earl of Salilbiiry, his 
brother in law ; the copy whereof is regifter- 
ed in the (lory of this time :* as ajfo becaufe 
the whole land, ejccept the Englilh Pale, and 
fome part of the earldom of Ulfter, upon the 
fea coafts, were poffefled by the Irifli ; fo as 
the revenue of th^ kingdom which he was to 
receive did amount to little, He kept the 
borders and marches of the Pale with much . 
ado ; he held many parliaments, wherein 
fundry laws were made for ^refting caftles in 
Louth, Meth, and Kildare, to flop the incur- 
fions of the Irifli. And becaufe the foldiers, 
for want of pay, were fefled and laid upon the 
fubjeAs againft their will ; upon the prayer 
arid importunity of the commons, this extor- 
tion was declared to be high treafon.f But to 
the end that fome means might be raifed to 
nourifli fome forces for defence pf the Pale, 
by another aft of parliament, every* twenty 
pound land was charged with the furnifliing 
and maintenance of one archer on horfeback, 

Befides^ 

• HoUnglbead in flenry the Sixths 
t /?# /. Farham, in Caftr$ Dublini 
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Befides, the najiye fubjedls of Ireland, fee-r 
ing the kingdom utterly ruined,* did pafs in 
fuch numbers into England, as pne law was 
made in England to tranfmit them back again r 
and another law made here to flop th^ir paf? 
fage in every port and creek.f Yet after- 
wards, the greateft part of the pobility and 
gentry of Meth paffed over into England, and 
-were flain with him at Wakefield iii York-r 
ftiire^ . ' 

LaftLy, the ftate of England was fo far 
from fcriding an army to fubdue the Irifli at 
this time, as among the article of grievances 
exhibited by the Duke of York againft King 
Henry the Sixth, J this was one ; That divers 
lords about the King, had caufed his'High- 
nefs to ' write letters unto fome of his Irifli 
enemies ; whereby they were encouraged to 
attempt the co'nqueft of the faid land. Which 
letters, the fame Irifli enemies had fent unto 
the Duke, marvelling greatly, that fuch let- 
ters fliould be fent unto them, and fpeaking 
therein great fliame of the realm of England • 

After thi?, when this great Lord was re- 
turned into England, and making claim to the 

crown, 

* Archrv, Tur. 17. Hen. 6. Clauf, m^ ao, 
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crown, began the war betwixt the two Houfes ; 
it cannot be conceived, but that the kingdom 
fell into a worfe and weaker ftate. 

When Edward the Fourth was fettled in Edward 
the kingdom of England, he made his brother How the 
George Duke of Clarence Lieutenant of Ire- mainuin- 
land. This Prince was born in the Caftle of ^.^ '" ^j^*^ 

time of 

Dublin, during the government of his father, King EcU 
the Duke of York ; yet did he never pafs p^rtb/ 
over into this kingdom, to govern it in perfon, 
though he held the lieutenancy many years. 
But it is manifeft, that King Edward' the 
Fourth did not pay any army in Ireland dur- 
ing his reign ; but the men of war did pay 
thetnfelves, by taking Coin * and Livery upon 
the coutifTy : which extortion grew fo excef- 
five and intolerable, as the Lord Tiptoft, be- 

I ing deputy to the Duke of Clarence, was 
enforced to execute the law upon the greateft 
earl in the kingdom ;f namely, Defmond, 
who loft his head at Drogheda for this offence, 
Howbeit, that the ftate might not feem utter-- 

I ly to ncgleifl the defence of the Pale, there 

was a fraternity of men at arms, called the -fhe fra- 
Brothei;hood of Saint George, ere«ed by^^''*"^^^ 

Parliament, 

* Hollittgjbetd in Edward th§ F§krth. Bg^k of HQwtb. 
Manuf. 
I t Book of Mowtb^ Manuf , 



1 



( 46 ) 

gaint Parliament,* the fourteenth of Edward the " 
Ireland.*'^ Fourth, confiding of thirteen of the moft 
poble and worthy perfons withja the four 
(hires. Of the firft foundation were Thomas 
Earl of Kildare, Sir Rowland Euftace Lord 
of Port-lefter, and Sir Robert Euftace, for 
the county of Kildare ; Robert Lord of 
Hpwth, the Mayor of Dublin, and Sir Ro- 
bjert Dowdall, for the pounty of Publin ; the 
Vifcount of Gprmanfton, Edward Plunket 
Senefliall of Meth, Alexander Plunket, and 
Barnabe Barnewale, for the couqty of Meth ; 
the Mayor of Drogheda, Sir Lawrence TaafFe, 
and Richard Bellewe, for the county of Lpwth* 
Thefe and their fucceffors were to meet year- 
ly, upon Saint George's day ; and to choofe 
one of themfelves to be captain of that Bro- 
therhood for the next year to come : which 
captain (hould have at his command one hunr 
dred and twenty archers on horfeback, forty 
horfemen and forty pages, to fupprefs. outlaws 
and rebels. The wages of every archer 
ijiould be fix pence per dieni, and every horfe- 
ipan five pence per diem, and four merks per 
annum. And to pay thefe entertainments, and 
to maintain this new fraternity, there waa 
granted unto them by the fame a(fl of parliar 

ment 

f 14 (/ Edw. 4. R9U Parliam. DuUwb 
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iHcnt a fubfidjr pi poundage, out of all merr 
chandizes exported or imported throughout 
the realm (hides, and the goods of freemen 
of Dublia and Drogheda only excepted.) 
Thefe two hundred men were all the ftanding 
forces that were then maintained in Ireland : 
and as they were natives of the kingdom, fo 
the kingdom itfelf did pay their wages with*, 
out expeding any treafure out of England. 

But now the wars of Lancafter and York Henry 
being ended, and Henry the Seventh being JJ*'* 
in the adual and peaceable poflcflion of the war was 
kingdom of England, let us fee if this King cdTirthe 
cjid fend over a competent army to make a f*™* ^ 
perfeA conqueft of Ireland. Afluredly, if ry thefe? 
thofe twQ idols or coiinterfeit^ which were fet ^^° 
up againft him in the beginning of his reign, 
had not found footing and followers in this 
land, . King Henry the Seventh had fent neir 
ther horfe rior foot hither, hut left the Pale to 
the guard and defence of the fraternity of 
Saint George, which flood till the tenth year 
qf his reign. And therefore, upon the erec- 
tion of the firft idol, which was Lambert the 
prieft's boy,' he tranfmitted no forces, but fent 
oyer Sir Richard Edgecomb,* with commif- 
iion to take an oath of allegiance of all the 

nobility, 

# ArcUv* Remem, Regis' afud IVeflm. 
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nobility, gentry, and citizens of this king- 
dom ; which fervice he performed fully, and 
made an exadt rctm;n of his commiffion to the 
King. And, immediately after that, the King 
fent for all the lords of parliament in this 
realm,* who, repairing to his prefence, were 
firft in a kingly manner reproved by him ; 
for among other things he told them, that if 
their King were ftill abfent from them, the^ 
would at length crown apes; but at laft en- 
tertained them, and difmifled them graciouf- 
ly. This courfe of clemency he held at firft ; 
but after, when Perkin Warbeckc, who was 
fet up and followed chiefly by the Giraldines 
in Lernfter, and the citizens of Cork in Mun- 
fler ; to fupprefs, this counterfeit, the King 
Sir Ed- ^^^^ over Sir Edward Poynings, with an army* 
ward ^ (as the hiftories call it), which did not cohfift 
fervice. of a thoufand men by the**poll;f and yet it 
brought fuch terror with it, as all the adhe- 
rents of Perkin Warbecke were fcattered, and 
retired for fuccour into' the Irifh countries : 
to the marches whereof he marched with his 
weak forces, but foon returned and held a par^ 
liament ; J wherein, among many good laws, 

onf 

* The Book of Howih Manuf. 
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one aft was made ; that no fubjeft (ftiouM 
make any war or peace within the land, with- 
out the fpecial licenfe of the King's Lieute* 
nant or Deputy. A maiiifeft argument* that 
^t that time the bordering wars in this king- 
dom were made altogether by volunteers, 
upon their own head, without any pay or en- 
tertainment, and without any order or com- 
miflion from the fiate : and though the lords 
and gentlemen of the Pale,* in the nineteenth 
year of this King's reign, joined the famous 
battle of Knocktowi in Connaught ; wherein The bat^ 

Mac William, with four thoufand of the Irifh t^ °^, 

Knock* 

and degenerate Englifli were flain; yet was tow. 
not this journey made by warrant from the 
King, or upon his charge (as it is expreflfed 
i.n the book of Howth) but only upon a pri- 
vate quarrel of the Earl of Kildare: fo loofe- 
ly were the martial affairs of Irelapd carried 
during the reign of King Henry the Seventh. 

In the time of King Henry the Eighth, the „ 
Earl of Surrey, Lord Admiral, was made VIII. 
Lieutenant ; and though he wdre the greateft warwa» 
captain of the Engli(h nation then living, yet j*"*^^ ^ 
he brought with him rather an honourable retgn of 
guard for his perfon than a competent army Heliry the 
tp recover Ireland. For he had in his retinue ^'S^^^- 

two 
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The Earl two hundred tall y.eomen of the King's guard : 
lervicf. ^ut, becaufe he wanted means to perform any 
great adion, he made means to return the 
Iboner : yet in the mean time he was not idle, 
but paffed .the ihort time he fpent here in 
holding a parliament, ^ and divers journies 
againft the rebels of Leinfter; infomuch, as he 
was hurt in his own perfon» upon the borders 
• of Leix. After the revocation of this honour- 
able perfonage, King Henry the Eighth fent 
no forces into Ireland, till the rebellion of the 
Giraldin^s, which happened in the twenty-fe- 
venth year of his reign. Then he fent over . 
Sir William Skevington, with five hundred 
men, only to quench that fire, and not to en- 
large the border or to reftify the government. 
This deputy died in the midft of the feryice. 
The Lord fo as the Lord Leonard Gray was fent to finiflx 
Gray's ^^ ' ^^^' arriving with a fupply of two hun^ 
feryice. . cjred men or thereabouts, did fo profecute the 
rebels, as the Lord Garret their chieftain, and 
his five uncles, fubmitted themfelves to him, 
and were by him tranfmitted into England* 

But this fervicebeing ended, that adive no- 
bleman, with his little army and fometi meg. aids 
of the Pale, did oftentimes repel O'Neale and 
O'Donel, attempting the invafionof the civil 
(hires, and at laft made that profperous fight 

sit 



^t Belahoo, on the confines of Meth ; the me- TThc fight 
riiory whereof is yet famous, as that be defeat- ^^^ ^ 
ed (well nigh) all the power of the North ♦> 
and fo quieted the border for many year^. 

Hitherto then it is manifefl, that fmce the 
laii tfainsffetation of King Richard the Second, 
the crown of England never fent over either ^ 
numbers of men, or quantities of treafure, 
fufficient to defend the fmall territory of the 
Pale, much lefs to reduce that wliich was 
loft, or to finilh the conqueft of the whol© 
iOand^ 

After thisy Sif Anthony St. Lcgcr was made Sir Aii- 
their chief governor^ who performed great fer- Legcr. 
vice in a civil eourfe, as Ihall be expreffed 
hereafter. But Sir Edward Bellingham, who Sir Ed- 

ward Bcl- 

fucceeded him, proceeded in a martial eourfe lin^ham, 
againfi the Irifh, and was the firft deputy, from JJ-*^^*"** 
the time of Ring Edward the Thirds till the Edward 
reign of King Edward the Sixth, that extend- 
ed the border beyond the limits of the Eng-» 
lifh Pale, by beating and breaking the Moored 
aifd Connors, and buil(^ng the forts of Leix 
and OfFaly, This fervice he performed with ' 
fix hundred horfe ; the monthly charge where- 
of did arife to feven hundred and feventy 
pounds > and four hundred foot, whofe pay 

did 

♦ SoqA $/ Howfi. Manuf, 
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did ainoiitit t6 four hundred and forty-fijc 

pounds per men/em^; as appeareth upon the 

treafurer's account, femaining in the 'Office of 

the King's Remembrance in England. Yet 

were not thefe countries fo fully recovered by 

Thomas this deputy, but that Thomas Earl of Suflex 

Suflcx in ^^^ P"^ ^^^ '^^ hand to this work; and root- 

tiictin>eof iprr out thefe two rebellious fepts, planted 

Qpeen ^ ^ 

ll^y, Engliflti colonies in their room, which in all 
the tumultuous times fince have kept their ha- 
bitations, their loyalty, and religion.* 
Queen And now are we come to the time of Queen 

* Elizabeth, who fcnt over more men, and fpcnt 
more treafure to fave and reduce the land of 
Ireland, than all her progenitors fince the 
Gonqueft! 
Hdw tbc During her reign there arofc three notori- 
prafecvted ^"^ ^"^ main rebellions, which drew feveral 
inthctime armies out of England. The firft of Shane 

oJ Queea " 

Elizabeth. 0*Neale ; the fecond of Defmond ; the laft of 
Tyrone ; (for the particular infurredions of 
the Vifcount BahinglafiTe, and Sir Edmund But-^ 
ler ; the Moores, the Cavanaghes, the Birnes 
and the Bourkes of Connaught,. were all fup- 
prefled by the Handing forces here.) 
Shane To fubdue Shane 0*Neale, in the height of 

jebcllion.* his rebellion in the year 1566, Captain Ran- 

, dal 

ii ♦ Aicbiv. Rememn Regis apud IVeHm. 
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dal tranfported a regiment of one thbitfand 
men into Ulfter, and planted a garrifon at 
Lochfoile. Before the coming of which fup- 
ply, viz. in the year 1565, ihe lift of the 
ftanding army of horfe and foot, Englifli and 
IriOi, did not exceed the number of twelve 
hundred men, as appears by the trealurer^s 
account of Ireland *, now remaining in the Ex • ' 
chequer of England. With thefe forces did 
Sir Henry Sidney, then Lord Deputy, march 
into the fartheft parts of Tyrone, and joining 
with Captain Randal, did much diftrefs, but 
not fully defeat O'Neale, who was afterwards 
flain upon a mere accident by the Scots, and 
not by the Queen's army. 

To profecuie the wars in Munfter, againft^^^",,^ 
Defmond and his adhereijts, there were tranf- rebellion. 
mitted out of England at feveral times, three 
or four thoufand men, which, together with- 
the ftanding garrifons, and fome other fup- 
plies raifed here, made at one time -an army of 
fix thoufand and upwards;* which, with the 
virtue and valour of Arthur Lord Gray, and 
others the commanders, did prove a fufficient 
power to extinguifti that rebellion. But that : 
being done, it was never intended that thefe* 
forces ftiould ftand till the reft of the kingdom 

were 

• Arfbiv, ^ Remem, Regis apud Wejlm^ 
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Tyrone's iivCTC fettled and reduced, only that arniy 
rebellion, ^j^j^j^ ^^^ brbught over by the Earl of Eflex, 

Lord-lieutei^ant and Governor-general of this 
kingdom, in the 39th yeafdf Queen Elizabeth, 
to fupprefs the rebellion of Tyrone, which 
was fpread iiniverfally over the whole realm. 
That army, I fay, (the commJind whereof, 
with the government of the realm, was fliort- 
}y after transferred to the command of the 
Lord Mountjoy, afterwards Earl of Devonfliire, 
who, with Angular wifdom^ valour, and induf- 
try^ did profecute and finifh the war) did con* 
fift of fuch good men of war, and of fuch num- 
bers, being near twenty thoufand by the poll, 
and was fo royally fupplied and paid, and con- ^ 
tinued in full ftrehgth fo long a time, as that 
it broke and abfolutely fubdu^d all the lords 
and chieftains of the Irifli, and degenerate or 
rebellious Englifli. Whereupon the irmlti- 
tude, whoever loved to be^followers of fuch 
as could mafter -and defend them, admiring 
the power of the crown of England, being 
beat, as it were, in a mortar, with the fword, 
:. famine, and peftilence altogether, fubmitted 
ihemfelves to the Englifli government, re- 
ceived the laws and magiftrates, and moft gjlad- 
ly embraced the King's pardon and peace in all 
parts of the realm, with demonftrations of joy 

and 
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iahd cbmifortj Which made, indeed, in intirei 
jpcrfedl, and filial conqueft of Ireland. And 
though upon the finifliing of the war this great 
iarmy was reduced to lefs numbers, yet hath 
his Majefty, in his wifdom thought it fit, ftilL 
to 'maintain fnth competent forces here, as 
the law niay make her progrefs and circuit 
about the realm, under the proteftion of the 
fwotd (as Virgo, the figure of Jufticc, is by 
Leo in the Zodiac) until the people have per- 
feftly learned the leflbn of obedience, and 
the conqueft be eftablifhed in the hearts of 
all men. 

Thus faf have I endeavoured to make it 
ttianifeft, that from the firft adveriture and at^ 
tenipt of the Englifh to fubdue arid Conquet 
Ireland, until the laft war with Tyrorie, which, 
as it was royally undei*takeri, fo it was really 
profecuted to the end, there hath been four poprprjn, 
principal defedts in the carriage of the martial ^^P*-.^^' 
affairs here. Pirft, the armies for the tiioft profecuii^ 
part were too weak for a donqueft. Secondly, ^^^ ^ * 
when they were of a competent ftrength (as 
in both the journies of Richard the Second) 
they Were too foon broken up and diffolved. 
Thirdly, they were ill .paid* Atid fourthly, 
they were ill governed, which is always a con- 
fequent of ill payment. 

G But 
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Why none But wfiy \V3S not this great work petformc4 
Kings of ^fo''c the latter end of Queen Eltzabeth*^ 
England, peign, confideriFigthat many of the Kings, her 
Queen progenitors, were as gre^t captaiqs as anjr in 
did^finilh' ^^^ world, and had elfewhere larger dominion^ 
the con- g^^j territories? Firft^ who ca(> tell whethef 

quell of . . - ^ • • ' 

Ireland, the Divine, Wifdom, to aba^te tjie glory m 
thofe Kings, did not referve this work to. be 
done by a Queen, thatj it lui^ht raiher a^jpeaf 
to be his own irnmediate work? 3nd. yet, fof 
her greater hork)ur, made it ihe laft of her 
great adions^ as it were, to ctowo^ all tlic rcfl-^ 
And to the end that a fccure peace xx?ight 
ieitle the conqueft, and make it firna mid'jper- 
petual, to pofterity, caufed it to be «nade in 
thai fulnefs of time when England, and Scot- 
land came to be united tinder, one im^^eriat 
crown ; and when th^? monarchy of Great 
Britain was in league and amity with all the 
world. Befides, the; conq-uefl at this time dotB 
perhaps fulfil that prophecy wherein the fpujr 
great prophets of Ireland do concur, as it 19^ 
recorded by Giraldus Cambrenfis, to this ef- 
fedl : '1 hat after the firft invafion of the Eng- 
lifn, they fnould fpend many ages in crdris *- 
conjiidibus^ longGqu€ certcmine ^ multis cadihm. 

And 



And thdt, Omnes fere AngUci ah Hihernid tuf^ 
haititftur : nihiJominus orient alia maritima femper 
bbtinebunt; Jed vix paulo ante diem judiiii; pJe-^ 
nam Anglorum popuh viaoriam compromittuni;, 
I infula Hibernica de mari vfque ad mare de toto 
Jubaaa Sf incafteUata. If St. Patrick and the 
reft did not utter this t)rophefy, certainly Gi- 
raldus is a prophet^ who hath reported it. 
To this we may add the prophefy of Merlin, 
fpok^n of* aifo by Giraldus. Sextus mania 
Hihernia fubvertet^ & regiones in regnum redi- 
gentur. Which is performed in the time of 
King James the Sixth; in that all the pafles 
. are cleared, and places of faftnefs laid open, 
ivhieh are the proper walls and caftles of the 
Irifli, as they were of the Britifh in the time 
of Agricola; and withal, the Irilh countries 
* being reduced into counties, make but one in- 
life atid Undivided kingdom. 

But to leave thefe high and obfcure caufes, 
the plain and manifeft truth is, that the Kings 
of England, in all ages, had been powerful 
enough to make an abfolute conqiieft of Ire- 
land, if their whole power had been employe4 
in that enter prize ; but ftill there afofe fun- 
d^y occafions, which divided and diverted 
their power fome other way. 

G^ Lot 
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How the Let lis therefore take a brief view of ffie 
Kings of feveral impediments which arofe irt every 
England j^^ f^ ^^ fj^ce the firft overture of the 

were di- ^ 

▼erted Cbnqueft, Whereby they were fo employed and 
conqueft bulled, as they could 'not intend the final 
of Ireland, ^^nqueft of Ireland. 
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KING HENRY II. 
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I N G Henry the Second was no fboner 
returned out of Ireland, but all his four fons 
confpired with hie enemies, rofe in arms, and 
moved war againft him, both in France and 
England, 

This unnatural treafon of his fons, did the 
King cxprefs in an emblem painted in his 
chamber * at Winchefter, wherein was an 
eagle, with three eglets firing on her breaft; 
and the fourth picking at one of her eyes; 
And the truth is, thefe ungracious ^raftifes of 
his fons, did impeach his journey to the Holy- 
land, which he had once vowed, vexed him 
all the days of his life, and brought-his grey 
hairs with forrow to the grave. Befides, this 
King having given the lordfhip of Ireland to 
John, his youngeft fon, his ingratitude after- 
wards made the king carelefs to fettle him in 
the quiet and abfolute poffeffion of th^t king- 
dom. 

E I C H A R D I- 
RICHARD the Firft, which fucceeded 
Henry the Second in the kingdom of England, 
had lefs reafon to bend his power towards the 

con- 

" ♦ Thf Book of Howlb, Mamf, 
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conqueft of this land, -which was given in per-' 
petuity to the Lord John his brother. An4 
therefore went he in perfon to the holy war ; 
by which journey, and his captivity ';in A»f- 
tria, and the heavy ranfom that h^ paid for 
his liberty, he was hindered, and utterly dis- 
abled to purfue any fo great an action ^s the 
conqueft of Ireland ; and after his delivery 
and return, he was hardly able to Hieintain a 
frontier war in Normandy, where by hafd fpr- 
'lune he loft liis life. 

KING JOHN. 

KING John, his brother, had the grcaleft 
reafon to profecute the war of Ireland, becaufe 
the lordlhip thereof was the portion of his- 
inheritance, givpn unto him when he was cal- 
led John Sans-T^rre : therefore he made two 
journies thither; one when he was Earl of 
Morton, and very yonng, about twelve years 
q{ age ; the other when he was King, in the 
twelfth year of his reign. In the firft, his 
own youth, and his youthful company, Reho- 
boam's counfellors, made, him hazard the lofs 
of all that his father had won. But in the 
latter be fhewed a refolution to recover the 
intire kingdom, in taking the fubmiflions of 
all the Irifh, and fettling the ^ftates of the 

Englilh, 
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Englifh, and giv:ing orciers for the building of 
many caftles and forts, whereof fome remain 
until this day. But he came to the crown of 
England by a defeafibJe title^ fo as he wag 
never well fettled in the hearts of the people, 
which drew him the fooner back out of Ire- 
land into England ; where, fh^>nly after, he 
fell into fuch trouble and diftrefs ; the clergy 
curfing .him on the one fide, and the barons 
rebelling againft him on the other, as he be- 
came fofar unable to return to the conqueftof 
Ireland, as befides the forfeiture of the terri- 
tories in France, he did in a manner lofe both 
the kingdoms ; for he* furrendered them both 
to the Pope, and took them back again tp hold 
in fee-farm ; which brought him into fuch 
hatred at home,, and fuch contempt abroad, as 
all his life-time after he was pofleffed rather 
with fear of lofing his head, than with hope 
of reducing the kingdom of Irc>land. 

H E N R Y IIL 

DURING the infancy of Henry the 
Third,, the Barons were troubled in expelling 
the French, whom they had drawn in againft 
King John, But this Prince was no fooner 
come to his majority, but the Barons raifed ^ 
. Jong and criiel war againft him. 

Into 
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Into thefe troubled waters the Bilbops of 
Home caft their nets, and drew away all th? 
wealth of the realm by their proviCons and in-r 
finite exaftlons, whereby the kingdom was fo 
impoverifhed, that the King was fcarce able 
to feed his own houftiold and train, much lels 
to nourifli armies for the conqueft of foreiga 
kingdoms. And albeit he had given this lan4 
to the Lord Edward, his eldeft fon ; yet could 
not that worthy prince ever find means or op-? 
portunity to vifit this kingdoqi in perfon. For, 
from the time he was able to bear arms, he 
ferved continually againft the barons, by whoni 
he was taken prifoner at the battle of Lewes. 
And when that rebellion was appeafed, he made 
a journey to ^he Holy I^and, (an employment 
which in thofc days diverted all Chriftiati 
Princes from performing any great aftions in 
Europe) from whence he was returned when 
the crown of England defcended upon him, 

? D W A R D L 

THIS ICing Edward the Firft, who was a 
Prince adorned with all virtues, did, in the 
managing of his affairs, Ihew himfelf a right 
good hufband : who being owner of a lord- 
fhip ill-hufbanded, doth firft inclofe and ma- 
^ufq his demefnes iiear his nripcipal houfe, 

before 
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before he doth improve his waftes afar ofR 
Therefore, .he began firft to eftablKh thQ 
Commonweahh of England, by making ma-* 
ny excellent laws, and inftituting the form of 
public juftice, which remains to this day. 
Next he fully fubdued and reduced the domi-« 
nion of Wales ; then, by his power and au* 
thority, he fettled the kingdom of Scotland ; 
and laftly, he fent a royal army into Gaf- 
coigne, to recover the dutchy of Aquitaine. 
Thefe four grea,t anions did take up all the 
rgign of this Prince, And therefore we find 
not in any record th^t this King tranfmitted 
any forces into Ireland; but, on the other 
fide, we find it both recorded in the Annals, 
and in the Pipe-Rolls * of this kingdom, that 
three fevpral armies wer? raifed of the King's 
fubjedls in Ireland, and tranfported one into 
Scotland, anqther into Wales, and the third 
into Gafcoigne ; and that feveral aids were 1^-^ 
vied here for the fetting forth of thofc armies., 

EDWARD 11. 

THE fon and fucceflbr of this excellent 
Prince, was Edward the Second ; who, mucl^ 
againft his 'will, fern one fmall army into. Ire* 
land ; not with a purpofe to finifh the con- 

queft, 

f Arcbw^ in Caftro DuffUn* Annates Hiherhia in Camde^n 
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quefty but to guard the pcrfon of his minion. 
Piers Gavefton, who, being banifhed out of 
England, was made Lieutenant of Ireland, 
that fo his exile might feem more honourable. 
He was no fooner arrived here but he made 
. a journey into the mountains of Dublin, broke 
and fubdued the rebels there, built Newcas- 
tle in the Birnes country, and repaired Caf- 
tlekevin ; and afterwards * paffed up .into 
Munfter and Thomond, performing every 
where great fervice, with much virtue and 
valour. But the King, who could not live 
without him, revoked him in lefs than a year ; 
after which lime the invafion of the Scots, 
and rebellion of the Barons, did not only dif- 
able this King to be a conqueror, but depriv- 
ed him both of his kingdom and life. And 
when the Scottilh nation had over-run all this 
land under the condud of Edward Le Bruce, 
(who ftyled himfelf King of Ireland) England 
was not then able to fend either men or mo- 
ney to fave this kingdom. Only Roger dc 
Mortimer, then Juftice of Ireland, arrived at 
Youghal, cum 38 milit. faith Friar Clinn, ia 
his Annals.-f 

* Archinj, in Cafiro Dublin* Annaels Hiitrnia in Cam'^ 
den. 
+ Manufiript of Friar OinUn 
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But Bremiogb^oa, Vierdon» Stapkton, and 
foaie other private gentlenaei), rafe out with 
the comnaons; of Meth and Uriel, and at 
Fagher, near Dundalk, a fatal place to the 
enemies of the crown of England; overthrevr 
a potent army of them. Et ^ * (faith the 
R^d Book of the Exchequeir, wherein the vic- 
tory was briefly recorded) per manus communis 
populi, ^ dextram Dei^ deliberatur populus Dei 
a ferviiute tnacbinata (^ prarcogitaia. 

EDWARD III. 

I N the time of King Edward the Third, tho 
impediments of the conqueft of Ireland are - 
fo notorious, as I (hall not neqd to expre& 
them ; to wit, the war which the King had 
with the realms of Scotland, and of France ; 
but efpecially the wars of France, which 
were almoft continual for the fpace of forty 
years. And indeed France was a fairer mark 
to (hoot at than Ireland, and could better re- 
ward the conqueror. Befides, it wis an inhe- 
ritance newly defcended upon the King ; and 
therefore he had great reafon to bend all his 
power, and fpend all his time and trea- 
fare m the recovery thereof. And this 
\s the true caufe why Edward the Third 

fent 

^ Ruin libr. ScacDM'n, 
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icnt no army into Ireland, till the thirty-fixth 
year of his reign, when the Lord Lionel 
brought over a regiment of fifteen hundred 
men, as is before expreffed ; which that wife 
and warlike Prince did not tranfmit as a com- 
petent power to make a full conqueft, but as 
an honourable reiinue for his fon ; and withal, 
to enable him to recover fome part of his earl- 
dom of Ulfter, which was then over-run with 
the Irifli. But on the other part, though the 
Englifti colppies were much degenerate in this 
King's time, and had loft a great part of their 
poffeffions, yet lying at the fiege of Calais, he 
fent for a fupply of men out of Ireland, which 
were tranfported under the conduft of the 
Earl of Kildare, and Fulco de la Freyn, in 
the year I347»* • 

RICHARD IL 

AND rtow are we come again to the time 
of King Richard the Second ; who, for the 
firft ten years of his reign was a minor, and 
much difquieted with popular commotions ; 
^qd after that was more troubled with the 
fadions that arofe between his minions and 
the Princes of the Blood, But at laft he took 
a refolution to finilh the Conqueft of this 
r^alin ; and to that end he made two royal 

voyages 

• Annales Hiberni^ in Camden* 
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voyages hither. Upon the firft be was de- 
luded by the feigned fubmiflions of the Irifti ; 
but upon the latter, when he was fully beat 
to profecute the war with effedl, he was di- 
verted and drawn from hence by the return 
of the Duke of Lancafter into England, and 
the general defeftion of the whole realfn* 

HENRY IV. 

AS for Henry the Fourth, he, being ah 
intruder upon: the crown of England, was 
hindered from all foreign adlions by fundry 
confpiracies and riebelKons at home, mov^d 
by thehoufeof Northumbif land in the north ; 
by the Dukes of Suriey and Exeter in the 
fouth; and by Owen Glendower in Wales; 
fo that he fpent his Ihort reign in eftablifhing 
and fettling himfelf in the quiet poifeffioO' <)f 
England, smd hml neither leifure nor opportu- 
nity to undertake the final conqucft of Ire- 
land. ... 

HE N R Y V. 

MtrCH lefe could King Henry the Fifth 
perform that work : for in the fecond year of 
his reign, he tranfported an army into Fraftice, 
for the recovery of that kingdom, and drew 

over 
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bVer to the fiege of Harfleut* the Jh^ior of 
Kilmainhamj with fifteen hundred Irifhj.in 
which great aftion this vitftorious prince fpent 
the reft of his life. 

H E N. R Y VI. 

AND after his death, the two noble Prin* 
ces, his brothers, the Dukes of Bedford and 
Gloucefter, who, during the minority of King 
Henry the Sixth, had the government of the 
kingdoms of England and France^ idid'etnpd&j 
ail their counfels snd endeavours itd-perfcid: 
tbe^ conqueft of France ; the greater part 
ifhereof beirtg:- gained by H^fvry the Fifth'; 
and retaiftedl)^' the Duke offitJd&rd, w^ 
agalfi'loft by^King Hknry Mht Sikihj auteni*' 
ft& argument of his* ^dif^iiityjtpi ^hifli the 
txinqfueft of tiaii^' Iand^> But'29^h^<tbe':cmt 
war between tbeitvt^o hbufes t^asiismdled, rhe 
Kings pf Engbuid wcrcfo for^fyonf-raduoing 
all the Irilh under their obedience, as they 
drew out of Ireland (to ftrengthen their par- 
ties) all the nobility amd genTry'^defcended of 
Englilh race : wbiclx7g3ve.^pfl^tu|3iOritp jthe 
lf}Qx to invade the .\m^$ ofj^^ey^gjlifti. colo- 
nies^ and did h^2ari;d * the jofs of th^ :> whole 
kingdom., For^. though tl^ Duke of York 

did, 

, ♦ Annales Hibtrnids in Camden^ 
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did, white he lived in Ireland,* carry him- 
felf refpeftively towar4s all. the Jaobility, to 
%irin the generjil love of all, bearing equ^l ; fa-» 
vour to the Giraldines and the 'Sutlers (as 
appeared at the chriftening of George Duke of 
Clarence, who ;wa$ bojri^ ip the caftle of Pub- 
lin, whe^e he made both the Earl of Kildare, 
and the £ai>Lof Ormond his gp^ps) ; and.hav*^ 
ing occafion. divers times to ^pafs into Er^^n^t 
he left the ifw^rd with Kijid^re iH one time, and 
with OriHond at another ; and when he loft 
his wife at Wakefield, there were flain with 
him divers of both thofe families. Yet after- 
wards, thofetwo noHe houfes of Ireland, did 
feverally follow 4he tw-o/royal {rpwfea of Eng- 
land ; the Giraldines adhering to the hqufe of 
York, •j'.and the. Butlers to thehoiife of Lan- 
cafter ; whpreby it caaie to pgfs, ,that not only 
the principal gentlemen of both thofe fumames, 
but all their friends and dependents did pafsin-r 
to England, leaving their lands aqd poQeffipn? to 
be over-run by the Irifli, Thefe impedinnents, 
or rather impoflibilities of fiiiilhing the con- 
quefl oiMreland, did continue till the w^rs.of 
Lancafter and York were ended, which was 
about the twelfth year pf King Edward the 

Fourth, 

Thus 

* HotUn^eadin Uen, the Sixth* 
t Manufcript «f &tt'on Fin^Us» 
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Thds hitfiertd the Kings of England were 
hindered from fiiiiftiing this conqueft by great 
and apparent impediments: Henry the Se- 
cond, by the rebellion of his fons : King John, 
Henry the Third and Edward the Second, by 
the Barony wars: Edward the Firfti by his 
wars in Wales and Scoilarid: Edward the 
Third, arid Hpnry the Fifth, by the wars of 
France : Richard the Second, Henry the Fourth, 
Henry the Sixth, and -Edward the Fourth, by 
domeftic contention for the crown df England 
itfelf. 

EDWARD IV. 

BUT the fire of the civil w^r being Utterly 
quenched, and King Edward the Fourth fet-^ 
tied in the peaceable poffeflion of the crown of 
England, what did then hinder that warlikd 
prince from reducing of Ireland alfo ? Firft, 
the whole realm of England was miferably 
wafted, depopulated, and impoverilhed by the 
late civil diffentions ; yet, as foon as it had re- 
covered itfelf with a little peace and reft, this 
King raifcd an army, and revived the title of 
France again : howbeit, this army was no foon- 
.er tranfmitted and brought into the field, but 
the two Kings alfo were brought to an inter- 
view. Whereupon, partly by the fair and 

white 
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White prbihifei bif Louis the Eleventh, ind 
partly by the corruption of ibme of King Ed- 
ward's minions, the Eriglifli forces were bro* 
ken and difmifled, arid King Edward returned 
into England, where flibrtly after, finding 
himfelf deluded and abufed by the French, 
he died with melancholy, arid vexation of 
fpirit; 

RICHARD ilt. 

1 omit to fpeak of Richard the Ufurper, who 
never got the quiet pofleffion of England, but 
was cafl out by Henry the Seventh, within 
two years and a half after his ufurpatiori. 

HENRY VII. 

And for King Henry the Seventh him- 
felf, though he made that happy union of the 
two houfcs, yet for more thari half the fpace 
of his reigri, there were walking fpirits of the 
houfe of York, as well in Ireland as in Eng- 
land, which he could not cdnjure down, with- 
out expence of fome blood and treafiire. But 
in his latter times, hd did wholly ftudy to im- 
prove the revenues of the crown in both king- 
doms ; with an intent to provide means for 
fome great adion which he intended: which 
doubtlefs, if he had lived, would rather have 
H improved 
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improved a journey into Frafnce,than into Ire- 
land, becaufe in the eyes of all men it was a 
fairer cnterprize. 

HENRY VIIL 



:e 



THEREFORE King Henry the Eighth, 
in the beginning of his reign, made a voyag 
royal into France ; wherein he fpent thegrealeft 
part of that treafure which his father had fru- 
gally referved, perhaps for the like purpofe. 
In the latter end of his reign be made the like 
journey, being enriched with the revenues of 
the abbey -lands. But in the middle time be- 
tween thefe two attempts, the great alteration 
which he made in the ftate ecclefiallical, cauf- 
ed him to (land upon his guard at home > the 
Pope having folicited all the princes of Chrif* 
tendom to revenge his quarrel in that behalf. 
And thus was King Henry the Eighth detain- 
ed and diverted from the abfolute reducing of 
Uie kingdom of Ireland. 

EDWARD VI. AND Q^ M A R ¥• 

LASTLY, theinfancyofKingEdwardthe 
Sixth, and the coverture of Queen Mary 
(which, are both non abilities in the law), did in 
fad! difable them to acconiplifh the conqocft 
of Ireland. 

• Q^UEEN 



( 75 ) 

CLU fi£N ELIZAB E ¥ tf . 

S 0% as now this grfeat work did remain to btf 
performed by Queen Elizabeth ; who, though 
file were diverted by fuppreffing the open re- 
bellion in the North ; by preventing divers fe- 
cret confpiracies againft her perfon ; by giv- 
ing aids to the French, and States of the Low- 
Countries ; by maintaining a naval war with 
Spain for many years together; yet the fundry 
rebellions, joined with foreign invafions upoti 
this ifland, whereby it was in danger to be ut- 
terly loft, and to be poflefled by the enemies 
of the crown of England, did quickeii her Ma- 
jefty*s care for the prefervation thereof; and 
to that ei>d, from time to tim?, (he fent<)vcr 
fuch fupplies of men and treafure, as did fup- 
prefs the rebels, and repel the invaders. How- 
beit, before the tranfmitting of the laft great 
army, the forces fent ovef by Queen Elizabeth 
were not of fufffcicnt power to break and fub- 
due all the Irifh, and to reduce and reform the 
whole kingdom; but when the general defec- 
tion came, which came not withoiit a fpecial 
providence for the final good of that kingdom 
(though the fecond caufes thereof iVere the 
faint profecution of the war againft Tyrone > 
. the praftfces of priefts and jefuits, and the ex- 
H 2S pedatlon 
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peflation of the aids from Spain) then the e%^ 
treme peril of lofmg the kingdom, the dilho- 
nour and danger that mi^ht thereby grow to 
the crown of England, together with a juft dif- 
dain conceived by that great-minded Queen, 
that fo wicked and ungrateful a rebel (hould 
prevail againft ber^ who had ever been vidlorioua 
againft all her enemies, did move, and almoft 
enforce her to fend over that mighty army ; 
and did withal inflame the hearts of the fub- 
jt&s of England cheerfully to contribute to^ 
wards the maintaining thereof, a million of 
fterling pounds at leaft : which was done wtth 
a purpofe only to fa*ve, and not to gain a king- 
dom; to keep and retain that fovereignty 
which the crown of England had in Ireland, 
(fuch as it was) and not to recover a more ab- 
folute dominion. ** But, as it falleth out 
" many times, that when a houfe is on fire, 
'* the owner, to fave it from burning, puUeth 
*' it down to the ground; but that pulling 
** down doth give occafion of building up 
** again in a better form." So thefe laft wars, 
which, to fave the kingdom, did utterly break' 
and deflroy this people, produced a better ef- 
feft than was at firft expeftcd. For every re- 
bellion, when it is fupprcfied, doth make the 
fubjcft weaker and the prince llronger. So 

thii 
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this general revolt, when it was overcome, did 
produce a general obedience and reformation 
of all the Irilh, which ever before had been * 
difobedient and unreformed ; and thereupon 
enfued the final and full conqucft of Ireland. 

And thus much may fuffice to be fpoken, 
touching the defefts in the martial affairs, and 
the weak and faint profecution of the war ; 
and of the feveral impediments, or employ- 
ments, which did hinder or divert every King 
of England fucceflively from reducing Ireland 
to their abfolute fubjedlion. 

It now remains that we fhew the defefts of The de- 
the civil policy and government, which gave no civil poH- 
'efs impediment to the perfedion of this con- ^yandgo- 
queft, ^ 

The firll of that kind doth confift in this : The lawi 
That the crown of England did not from the °and"wc 



wer* 



becinning give laws to the Irifli; whereas to "^^^g*^^^ 

, . tothe 

give laws to a conquered people is the princi- mere 
pal mark and effed of a perfeft conqueft. For, ' 
labeit King Henry the Second, before his retbrn 
out of Ireland, held a a council or parliament 
at 'Liffemore : * Ubi leges Anglia ab omnibus 
funt gratanter recepta^ i^ juraloriacautione praf* 
tita confirmat^y as Matthew Paris writes. 

And 

t Mattb, PariiHiftor. major, foL I2i. 
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And though King John in the twelfth year 
of his reign ♦ did eftablifti the Engli(h laws 
and cuftoms here, and placed (herifFs, and 
other minifters, to rule and govern the peo- 
ple, according to the law of England, and to 
that end, f Ipfe duxit Jtcum viros difcret^s (^ 
leg is per it 05^ quorum communi conjilio Jiatuit & 
frcecepitf leges Anglicanas teneri in Uipernia^&c, 
as we find it recprded among the Patent-rolls 
in the Tower, 'ii Henry the Third, m. 3. 
Though likewife King Henry the Third did 
grant and tranfmit the like charter of liberties 
to his fubjedls of Ireland, as himfelf aqd his 
father had granted to the fubjeds of England, 
as appears by another record in the Tower, i 
Henry theThird, pat.m. 13. And afterwards, 
by a fpecial writ, did command the Lord 
Juflice of Ireland, S^uod convocatis Archiepijco^ 
. /)/5, Epifcopis, Comitibus, Baronibus^ &c. C§rain 
eis legi faceret chartam Regis J%hannis ; quant 
ipfe legi fecit 6? jurari ^ magnatibus Hibernia 
de legibus 6f conflitutionibus Anglia obfervandis^ 
fs? quod leges ill as teneani 6? obferveni. 12 
Henry the Third, clauf. m. 8. And after 
that again, the fame King, by letters patent 

under 

• Mattb. Paris Hi ft»r* major, 220 6» 
f II Hen, l^pai, m, 3, 
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under the great feal of England, did confirm 
the eftabliAament of the Englifh laws made by- 
King John, in this form: ^ia pro communi 
utilitate terra Hibernice^ ac unitate terrarum^ de 
communi conjilto provifum Jit^ quod omnes leges 
£s? confuetudines qua in regno Anglia tenentur, 
in Hibernii Uneantur^ 6? eadem terra ejufdem 
Jegibus fubjaceatf ac per eafdem regatur, ficut 
Johannes Rexy cum illic ejfety Jiatuit & Jirmiter 
mandavit ; ideo volumus quod omnia brevia de 
communi jure^ qua currunt in Anglia^ * fimiliter 
currant in Hiberni^t fub novo Jigillo nojlroj (^c. 
Tefte meipfo apud ff^oodjQcke, 6?r. Which con- 
firmation is fpuqd among the Patent -rolls in 
the Tower, anno 30 Henry the Third. Notr 
withftanding, it is evident by all the records 
of this kingdom, that only the Englifli colo- 
nies, and fome kyv fepts of thp Irifli, which 
weye enfranchifed by fpecial charters, were 
admitted to the benefit and protedlion of the 
laws of England ; and that the Irifii generally The mere 
were held arid reputed aliens, or rather ene- ['jJJij"^d 
mies to the crown of England ; infomuch, as to have 

^ .-r t_i J 1- • the benefit 

they were not only difabled to brmg any ac- of the laws 
tions, but they were fo far out of the protec- ^^I"^" 
tion of the law, as it was often adjudged no* 

felony 

* 50 H, 3. pai$ ptf ao. ' 
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felony to kill a mere Iriftiman in the tinne of^ 
peace. 
The mete That the mere Irifli wcr? reputed alien§ ap- 
tcd aUens! pciarethby fyndry records; wherein judgments 
are demanded, if they (hall be anfw^red in 
aiftions brought by them: ^nd likewifc, by^ 
the charters of denization, whiiph in all ages; 
were purchafed by theni. 

In the Common Plea-rolls of ^8 Edward the • 
Third (which are. yet preferved in Bremirig- " 
ham's Tower) thi3 cafe is adjudged. Simon 
Neale brought an aftion of trefpaft againft 
William Newlagh * for breaking his Glofe in 
Clan-dalkan, in the county of Dublin; the 
Defendant doth plead, that the Plainiiflf is 
Hibernicus, 6? fton de quinque fanguinibus ; and 
demandeth judgment, if he (hall be anfwered. 
The plaintiff replieth ; §luod ipfe eft de quitt'- 
que fanguinibus C'Vi%0 ^^ ^^^ O^Neiles de-Ul^ 
toTiy qui per cqncejftonem progemtorum^ Domini 
Regis f liber t at ibus Anglic is gaudere debent £^ 
utuntur, ^ pro liberis hominiius reputaniur. 
The Defendant ^-ejoineth ; that the PlaintifF 
is not of the O'Neales of Ulfte^-, Nee de quin* 
que fanguinibus. And thereupon they are at 
iflue. Which being found for the PlaintifF, 
' he had judgment to recover his damages againft 

the 

• Arcbiv, in CaftrQ Dublin* 
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the Pefendant. By this record it appearetf^ 
that five principal bloods, or fepts, of the 
Irifli, were by fpecial grace enfranchifed, and 
enabled to take benefit of the laws of Eng- 
land ; and that the nation of 0*Neale9, ia 
yifter, was one of the five*. And in the 
like cafe^ 3 of Edward the Second » amongft 
the Pica-rolls in Bremingham*s Tower ; all 
the fivfc fepts or bloods, ^i gaudeant lege 
• Attglicana quoad brevia portanda, are exprelfed^ 
namely, (TNeaU de Uiionia ; OWolaghUn de 
Midia ; (yCqnnogbmr de Connacia ; CfBrien de 
Thoimonia^ 6? Mac Murrogb de Lagenia: and 
yet I find that O'Neale himfelf, long after, 
(viz.) in 20 Edward the Fourth, upon hi* 
marriage with a daughter of the houfe of Kil- 
dare, (to fatisfy the friends qf the Lady), was 
piade a denizen by a fpecial adt of parliament. 
20 Edwa^rd the Fourth, c<. 8. 

Again, in the 29 Edward the Firft, before 
the juftices in oyer, at Drogheda, Thomas le 
Botteler brought an adion of detinue againflr 
Robert de Almain, for certain goods. The 
Defendant pleadeth, f ^wd non tenetur ei inde 
rejponderej eo quod eft Hibernicus, &f non de 
liber /anguine. Et pradiHus Thomas dicity quod 
Anglicus eft^ fsf hoc petit quod inquiratur per pa- 

triam. 

♦ Jrfbiv, iff Cajlro Dublin, t Ibid. 
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friam. Idiofiat inde J^rat, 6^c. Jurnt. dicimi 
fuper Sacrament, fuum^ quod pradi^. Tbamas 
ifrtglicus f/lf idfo cqnfideratjim eft^quod recuperet ^ 
iSc. 

Tbefe two records, among many other, do 
lufficiently Ihew, that the Irifti were difabled 
lo bring any anions at the common lane. 
Touching their denizations, they were com- 
Bion in every king's reign fmce Henry the 
Second, and were never out of ufe till his 
Majefty, that now is, cartie to the crown. 

Among the pleas of the crown, 4 Edward 
th? Second, We find a confirmation made by 
Edward the Firft, of a.charter of deni?:ation 
granted by Henry the Second, to certain Ooft-^ 
men, or Eafterlings, who were inhabitants of 
"Waterford, long before Henry thp Second at- 
tempted the conqueft of Ireland. * Edwardus 
Dei gratia^ &c. Jujliitario fuo Hiherni^ i'tf A/- 
Urn : ^ia per mfpeSIionem Chartae Dom. Hen. 
Reg. jfilii fmperatricis quoftdam Dom. Hihrniae 
proavi pofiri nobis conjiaty quod OJimanni de ti^a-^ 
ierford legem Anglicorum in Hibernia habere, ^ 
fecundum .ipfam legem judicari fef deduci debent: 
voids mandamus quod Gillicriji Mac Gilmurrii, 
IVillielmum ^ Johannem Mac Gilmurrii^ i^ 
slios OJlmannos de civitate Eff comiiatu fVater- 

ford^ 
* Arckiv% in Caftn Dnblm% . 
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ford^ qui de praediSIis Oflmannis pradiH. Dom. 
Henr. proavi noftri originem duxerunt, iegem 
Anglicorum in partibus Hits juxia tenorem Char* 
iae prcedi£l, habere y 6? eos fUcundum ipfam legem 
f quantum in nobis efty deduci faciaiis) donee 
aliud de confilio noftro inde duxerimus ordinandi 
In cujus reiy &c. ^efie meipfo apud A^ion Bur* 
nelly 5 06iobriSy anno regni noftri undecimo. 

Again among the Patent-rolls of i Edward 
the Fourth, * remaining in the Chancery here, 
we find a patent of denization, granted the 
13 of Edward the Firft, in thefe words ; Ed^ 
wardus Dei gratiay Rex Angliaey Dom. Hiber- 
niae. Dux Aquitaniae, fJc. Omnibus Ballivis 
et fidelibus Juts in Hiberniay Salutem : Volenies 
Chriftophero ftlio Donaldi Hibernico gratiam face- 
re fpecialemy concedimus pro nobis et baeredibus 
noftrisy quod idem Chriftopherus banc habeat liber- 
tatemy (viz.) ^od ipfe de caetero in Hibernia 
utatur legibus Anglicanisy et prohibemus ne qui/- 
quam contra banc concejfionem hoftram di£lum 
Cbriftopberum vexet in aliquo vel perturbet. In 
cujus rei ieftimoniumy (Jc. Tefte meipfo apud 
li^eftm. 27 die Juniiy anno regni noftri 13. 

In the fame roll, we find another charter of 
denization, granted in the firft of Edward the 
Fourth > in a more large and beneficial form^ 

Edw. 

• Archiv* in Cafiro Dnblin. 
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♦ Edw. Dei gratia, (^c. Orftnihus BaJlivis, 6f ^, 
falutetn: Stiatis quod nos volentes TVillielmutn 
CtEolgir capillanum df Hibernica naiione exiften^ 
iem, favdre profequi gratiofo^ de gratia nojira 
Jpecialiy fsfc. Concejftmus eidem Willielmo, quod 
ipfe liberi Jit ftatus ; et libera^ conditionis, et ab 
omni Jervitute HibernicA liber et quietus^ et quod 
ipfe legibus Anglicanis in omnibus et per omnia uti 
pojfit et gaudere^ eodem tnodo^ quo homines jingli-- 
ci infra diSlam terrain eas habentf et iis gaudent 
W utuntur, quodque ipfe refpondeat^ et refpon- 
deatur, in quibufcurnque^ cur iis noftris: ac omni-- 
mod. terras, tenementa, redditus, et ferviiia per- 
quir^re pojjit Jibi et haredibus fuis in perpetuum^ 

If I ftiould colle<5t out of the records all the 
char^prs of this kind, I (hould make a volume 
thereof,: but thefe may fuffice to Ihew^ that 
the mere Irilh were not reputed free fubjefts ; 
nor adijiitted to the benefit of the laws of 
England, until tfeey had purchafed charters of 
denization. 
That the Laftlv, the mere Iri(h were not only ac- 
mere Irifh counted aliens, but enemies ; and altogether 

vere re- ° 

puted c- out of the proteftion of the law ; fo as it was 
thecTown. ^^ capital offence to kill them ; and this is 
manifell by many records. At a gapl delive- 
ry 

* Archiv* in CaftrQ DubU»» 
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ry at Waterford, before John Wogan Lord 
Juftice of Ireland, the 4 of Edward the Se- 
cond, we find it recorded among the pleas of 
the crown of that year, *^od Robertus le 
IVayleys reSiatus de morte Jobannis filii Juor 
Mac Gillemory fehnice per ipfum interfeSi, £5?r, 
Fenit et bene cognovit quod preediSlum Johannetii 
inter fecit : dicit tamen quod per ejus interfeSionem 
feloniam committere non potuit, quia dicit ^ quod 
f radians Johannes fuitpurus Hibernicus^ et non 
de libero Janguine^ £5?r. £/ cum Dominus di£li 
Jobannis fcujus Hibernicus idem Jobannes fuitj 
die quo interfeflus fuit^ foluiionem pro ipfo Jo-^ 
banne Hibernico Juiofic interfeSlo petere voluerit^ 
ipfe Robertus paratus erit ad refpondend. de/oJuti-^ 
one pr^diSl. prout jujiitia fuadebit, Et Juper 
hoc venit quidam Jobannes le Poer^ et dicit pro 
Domino Rege^ quod prcediii. Jobannes filius Juor 
Mac Gillemory^ et antecejfores^ fui de cognomine 
prcedi£l^ ^ tempore quo Dominus Henricus filius 
ImperatriciSf quondam Dominus Hiberniae, trita^ 
Vus Domini Regii nunc, fuit in Hibernian legem 
Anglicorum in Hibernia ufque ad hunc diem ba- 
bercy et fecundum ipfam legem judicari et deduci 
detent. And (0 pleaded the charter of deni- 
zation granted to the Ooftmcn recited before ; 
all which appeareth at large in the faid re- 
cord : 

♦ "Arcbiv* iti CnftrQ Dublin. 



( 84 ) 

cord : wherein we may note, that the kilKng' 
of an Iriftiman was not puniftied by our law, 
as man-flaughter, which is felony and capital, 
(for our law did neither proteft his life, nor 
revet)ge his death), but by a fine or pecuniary^ 
punifhmcnt, which is called an ericke, accor- 
ding to the Brehon, or Irifti law. 

Again, at a gaol delivery before the faaie 
Lord Juftice^ at Limrick in the roll of the 
fame year, we find, that * fVillielmus filius 
Rogeri regains de morie Rqgeri de CarttttoH fe^ 
lonice per ipfum interfe5li^ venit et dicit, quod 
, feloniam per inter/eSlionem pradiSam committere 
non pofuitf quia dicit quod pradiii. Rogerus Hi- 
bernicus eji^ et non de libera /anguine ; dicit eti- 
tfm quod pradiH. Rogerus fuit de Cognomine de 
Ohederifcal et non de cognomine de Cantetons, et 
de hoc ponit fe fuper patriam^ &c. Et jurati 
dicuntfuper facram. fuum quod pnediHus Roge^ i 
rus Hiberniciis fuit et de cognomine de Ohederifcal 
et pro Hibernico habebatur iota vita fua. Idea 
praediSl. IVillielmus quoad feloniam praediS, qui-- i 
eius. Sfd quia praedi^us Rogerus Ohederifcal i 
fuit Hibernicus Domini Regis, praedi£l. fVUliel" 
mus recommiitatur Gaolae, quofque plegios invene- 
rit de quinque marcis folvendis Domino Regi pro 
foluti'one praedi^i Hibernici. 

But 

♦ Arcbiv, in Oiftr9 DubUn. 
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But en the other fide, if the Juf y h^d fburid 
that the party flain had been of Englifh race 
and natibn^ it had been adjudged felony ; as 
appears by a fccord of 29 of Edward the 
Firft, in the Crown Office here.* Coram 
Walier6 Lenfant et fociis fuis juftitiariis iiine-- 
rantibus apud Drogheda in Comkatu Louth. Jo^ 
bannes Laurens indiHai. de morte Galfridi Dove^ 
dal vnnit et non dedicit mortem praedidam : fed 
dicit quod fraediil. Galfridus fuit Hibernicus^ et , 
non de libero /anguine, et de bono et malo ponit fe * 
fuper patriam &?r. Et Jurat. Jicunt fuperfa- 
cram, fuum quod praedia. Galfridus Anglicus . 
fuit, et ideo praediSl. Johannes culpabilis eft de 
morte Galfridi praediei. Ideo fufpend. CataJla 
13s unde Hugo de Clinton Vicecom. refpondet. 

Hence it is that in dl the Parliament-rons 
which are extam from the fortieth year of 
Edward the Third, when the ftatutes of Kil-» 
kenny were ena^ed, till the reign of King 
Henry the Eighth, we find the degenerate 
and difobedient Englifli, called rebels; but 
the Irilh, which Were not in the King's peace, 
are called enemies. Statute Kilkenny, C. 
I, 10, and II. II Henry the Fourth, C. 24. 
10 Henry the Sixth, C. i, 18. 18 Henry 
the Sixth, C. 4, 5. Edward the Fourth, 

C. 6. 

* Archhv. in Caftro Dublin. 
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C 6. lb Henry the Seventh, C, i7,* All tnefe 
ilatutes fpeak of Englifh rebels, and Irifh 
bnemies ; as if the Irifh had never been iii 
condition of fbbjedls, biit always out of the 
proteiflion of the law ; and Were indeed in 
worfe cafe than aliens of any foreign realnci 
that was in aniity with the crown of England • 
For> by divers heavy penal laws, the Eng- 
iifti were forbidden to marry, to fofter, t6 
make gbffips with the Irifli, or to have any 
trade or commerce in their markets or fairs : 
nay, there was a law f made no longer fined 
than the twenty-eighth year of Henry the 
Eighth, that the Englifh ftiould not marry 
'With any perfon of Irifti, blood, though he had 
gotten a charter of denization^ unlefs he had 
done both homage and fealty to the King in 
the Chancery, and Were alfo bound by recog- 
nizance with furetieSj to continue a loyal fub- 
jedt. Whereby it is manifeft, that fuch as 
had the govemnient of Ireland, under the 
crown of England, did intend to make a per- 
petual feparation and enmity between the 
finglifli and the Irifli, pretending, no doubt, 
ihzlt the EngliOi Ihoiild in the end toot out 

. the 

* Archi<Vk in Cafir9 Dublin, 
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iiie trifli : which the Englilh hot being able 
to do, caufed a perpetual war between the 
nations^ which continued four hundred and 
odd yearsi and . would have lafted to the 
world's endj if in the end of Queen Eliza*^ 
beth's reign the Irifli had not been broken 
and (Conquered by the fwordi and fince the^ 
beginning of his Majefty's reign had not 
been proteded and governed by the law; 

But perhaps the Jrifh iti former times did 
wilfully tcfufetobe fubjeft to the laws of 
Bngland; and would not be partakers of the 
benefit thereof, though the crown of England 
did defire it ; and therefore they were re- 
puted aliens^ otitlaws, and enemies. Af- 
furedly the contrary doih appear, as well by The Jfifk 
the charters of denization purchafed by the to^^^adl^ 
Irifli in all ages,; as by a petition preferred by "^^"^^ '? 

. ' the benefit 

them to the King, anno z Edward the Third, and pro- . 
defirihg that an aA might pafs in Ireland, Sf Eng-^ 
whereby all the Irifli might be enabled tb^*^^*^!-: 

' ^ but could 

we and enjoy the laws of Etigland without not obtairf 
purchafing of particular denizations* Upoh*^* 
tyhich petition the King difeded a fpecial 
writ* to the Lord Juftice, which is found 
amongft the Clofe-rolh in the Tower of 
XondOH, in this form: JRex diJeSo IS fideli 
I ^ JtM 



JudJdhoMnis Darci le Nepieujiiftic: ftio Hibif^ 
niae^ Salutem: Ex parte quorundam bomintmt 
de Hibernia nobis exthit fupplicatntn^ ut per 
JIaiutMm ittdi faciendum concedere veJimus^ 
qtfod omnes Hibernici qui voluerinf, legibus 
utAniur Anglicanis : iia quad neceffe non bobs-- 
ant fttper hoc cbartas alienas it nobis tmpetrare r 
nos igitur ceriiora volentes Ji fine alieno prae- 
fudicia praemij!s tmnmere valeamus, vobis 
mandamus quod vduntatem magnatum terr. 
illitts in proximo Patliamento^ nt^ro ibidem 
tenendo fuper hoc cum diligentia per/crutari 
facias : it de eo quod inde in'wmnriiis una, cum 
emJUio et advifamenta nobis cirti/icetis, &fr. 
Wheirby I coKefl, that the g^rat Lords of 
Ireland had infoFmed the King that the Iriih 
might Hot be naturalized, without damage 
utid prejudice eittwr to themfeives or to the 
Cfown. 

But ! aoi weli aiTured that the Iriih defired 
to be admitted to the benefit of the law, not 
only in this petition exhibited to King Edward 
the Third, but by ail their fubmtffions made 
to King Richard the Second, and to the Lord 
Thomas of Lancafter, before the wars of the 
>two houfes ; and afterwards to the Lord Leo*^ 
nard Gray, and Six Anthony St« Leger, 
when King Henry tke Eighth beg^ to 

reform 
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inform this kingdaih. In particiilar, the Biimci 
of the mountains, ♦in the thirty-fourth df 
Heiiry the Eighth; dcfire that their coun- 
try might be made (hireground, 9nd called 
the county of Wicklow : and in the twenty- 
third of Henry the Eighth, 0*Donnel dotli 
covenant with Sir William Ske0ington, ^od 
^ Damnvs Rtx vilit reformare Hiberniami 
\rhereof it Ihould ieem that he 'made iomi 
doubts that he and his people would gladly be 
governed by the laws of England* Only that 
i^r^rarteM traitor Tyrone, thou^ he had n6 
col6iir of (hadow of tkle to tiiat great lord- 
Slip, but only by grant from the crown, and 
by the law of England (for by the Irifli lavr 
lie had been ranked with the meanefl: of hi$ 
fept) ; yet, in one of his capitulations with 
the flate, he requif^ed that lib ^eriflT might 
have jilrifdidiion within Tyrone; and confer 
quently that t&e laws of England mi^ not 
be executed thete : which requeft was nev(^ 
fklfore made by O^N^ale, or any other Lord 
xjf the Ififfi, when they fubmitted thcmfelvcs : 
but, contfarywife, ffaey were humble fuitor^ 
to have the benefit and protedian of th$ 
Engliih iawsw 

1 4 This 

• Th Onnfil Bwk rf Ireland, 34 Hfn. 8« - 
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Whw This then ! note as a great dcfe6^ in ihe 

did grow Civil policy of this kingdom ; in that for the 
communi-^P^^^ of three hundred and fifty years at 
eating theleaft, after the eonqueft firft attempted, the 
laws to Englifti laws wfere hot communicated' to the 
the Iria. i^jdj^ jjQj. ^i^g benefit and protedion thereof 

allowed unto them, though they earneftly de* 
fired and fought the fame; for as long as 
they were out of the protedion of the hw, fo 
as every JEnglifliman might opprefs,' fpoil> 
^nd kill them without controul, how was 
it poflible they fhould be other than outlaws 
and enemies to the crown of England ? . If 
the King would not admit them to the con* 
didon of fubjefts, how could they learn to 
acknowledge and obey him as their Sove- 
reign ? when they might not conyerfe or 
commerce with any civil man, nor enter into 
any town or city; without peril of their lives ; 
whither fhould they fly, but into the woods 
and mountains, and there live in a wild and 
barbarous manner ? If the Englilh magiftrates 
would not rule them by the law which doik 
punifh treafon, and murder, and theft with 
death, but leave them to be ruled by their 
own lords and laws, why fliould they not 
. embrace their own Brehon law, which pu- 
nilheth no offence but with a fine or erick ? If 

the 
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fte Irifli be not permitted to purchafe eftatest 
of freeholds or inheritance, which might de- 
icend to their children, according to the courfe 
of our common law, muft they not continue, 
their cuftom of taniftry ? which makes all 
their pofleflions uncertain, and brings confufi* 
on, barbarifm, and incivility. In a word, if 
the Englifli would neither in peace govern 
them by the law^ nor could in waf root them 
out by the fword ; mull they not needs be 
pricks in their eyes, and thorns in their fides, 
till the world's end ? and fo the conqueft ne- 
ver be brought to perfedlion. 

But on the other fide, if from the beginning vv'hafc 
the laws of England had been eftablilhed, and ^^^^^ 
the Brehonor Irilh law utterly abolifhed, as Have en- 
well in the Irifli countries as the Englifli colo- mere Irifli 
nies ; if there had been no difference made ^^^ ^^'l 

* governed 

between the nations in point of juftice and by the 
protedion ; but all had been governed by one ^^f J 
equal, juft, and honourable law, as Dido fpeak- 
eth in Virgil ; Tros, Tyriu/quj mibi nulla difcri-' 
mine babetur. If upon the firft fubmifJion Three ge- 
made by the Irifli Lords to King Henry the "^.^^ ^"^ 
Second, J^x^^/w in regem 6? Dominum receperunt^, the Irifli. 
faith Matthew Paris; or upon the fecond 
fubmiflion made to King John, when, Piufquam 
Viginti Reguli maximo iimore pert^rriti bomagium . 
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fi €sf fideJitatem fecerunt, as the fame author 
ivriteth ; or upon the third general fubmiilicn? 
tnade to King Riphard the Second ; when thejr 
did not only do homage and fealty, but bound 
themfelves by indentures and osiths, (as before 
cxpreffed) to become and continue loyal fub- 
jedls to the crown of England. If any of tbefc 
three Kings, who came each of them twice itt 
perfbn into this kingdom, had, upon thefe fub- 
iniflions of the Irifli, received them all, both 
lords and tenants, into their immediate protec* 
tion, divided their feveral countries into qoun- 
ties ; made (herif!s, coroners, and wardens of 
the peace therein : fent jufiices itinerants, half 
yearly, into pvery part of the kingdom* a? 
well to puniih malefadors, as to hear and de- 
termine caufes between party 'and party, acr 
cording to the courfe of the laws of England; 
taken furrenders of their lands and territories, 
and granted eftates unto them, to hold by Eng- 
lifh tenures ; granted them markets, fairs and 
other franchifes, and erefted corporate town? 
among thefn ; all which hath been performed 
Cnce his Majefty came to the crown ; affured- 
ly the Irifli countries had long fince been re- 
formed and reduced to peace, plenty, and ci- 
vility, which are the efFeds of laws and good 
government. They had built hpufes, planted 

orchards 
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orchards and gardens, ere(5]ted townfliips, and 
made provifion for their pofterities. Tbere 
bad been a perfefb union betwisct the nations, 
and confequently a perfedl conqueft of Ireland. 
For the cohqueft is never pcrfedl till the war 
be at an end ; and the war is not at an end till 
there bfs peace and unity ; and there can 
never be unity add concord in any one king- 
dom but where there is but one King, one al^ 
kgiance, and one law. 

True it is, that King John made twelve T^e Eng* 
ihires in Leinfler and Munifter, namely, Dub- were exe« 
Ifn, Kildare, Metb, Uriel, Catherlogh, Kil-T^f^^^^^- 

kenny, Wexford, Wajerford, Cork, Lim- ^ng^»?» 

.■ ,- - — . ,r t /- Colonist.-. 

crick, Kerry, and Tipperary. Yet thefe coun- • 

ties ftretched no farther than the lands of the 

Englifti colonies extended. In them only 

were the Engltfh laws publi(hed and put in 

execution ; and in them only did the itinerant 

judges make their circuits and vifitations of 

jufiice, and not in the countries poiTefled by 

the Iriih, which contained two third parts of 

the kingdom at lead : and theriefore King Ed^ 

ward the Firft, before the court of Parliament 

was eftabliihed in Ireland, did tranfmit the 

ftatutes of England in this form : ♦ Dominus 

Rex mandavit Breve fuum in bac verba : Ed-" 

wardus J>ei gratia^ Rex 4nglia^ Dominus Hi\ 

bernia 

^ Archiv, in Cd/Iro DuAItn* 
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pernia, &c. Caniettario Juo fTtbernia Jalutem^ 
^aedam ftaiuta per fios de affenfu praelatorum^ 
comitum^ baronum Of communitat. regni nojtri 
nuper Lincoln ; £/ qifaedam alia ftatuta pofiino- 
dum apud ehortim fa£la^ quae in di£la terra noftra. 
Hiberniae ad communem f^tilitatem populi nqftri 
ejufdem ierrae obfervari volumus, vobis mittimus 
fubjigiltb noftrOf mandantes quodfiatuta ilia in die- 
fa cancellaria nofira cujlodiri, ac in rotulis ejuf- 
dem tancellaria irrctulari, i^ adjingulas placeas 
noftras in terra nqflra Hiberniae ^ ^ jinguhs com- 
fnitatus ejufdem ierrae mitti faciatis miniftrisnof- 
irisplacearum illarurh, et vic^comitibus diSorum 
(omitatuum ; mandantes^ quod flatuta ilia coram 
{pjis publicari ^ ea in omnibus etjingulis articulis 
fuis obfervari firmiter faciatis. Tejle meipfo apud 
Nttingbam, ^c. By which Writ, and by all 
the Pipe -rolls of that time, it is manifeft that 
the laws of England were publilhed and put in 
execution only in the counties which were 
then made and limited, and not in the IriKh 
countries, which were neglcded and left wild ; 
and have but of late years been divided into 
twenty-one counties more, 

Ag^n, true it is, that by the ftatute of Kil- 
kenny, enaded in this kingdom in, the 40th 
year of King Edward the Third, the Brehon 
}aw was condemned and aboliihed> and the 

ufe 
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qfe and pra<5Hce thereof made high '^trealbn. 
But this law extended to the Englifli only, 
and not to the Irifli : for the law is penned iq 
this form: * '''Item, Forafmuch as the di- 
verfity 6f Government, by divers laws in one 
land, doth make diverfity of ligeance and de- 
bates between the people, it is accorded and 
eftablifhed, that hereafter no'Englilhman have 
debate with another Engliffiman, but accord- 
ing to the courfe of the common law; and 
that no Englifhman be ruled in the definition 
of their debates, by the March law, or the 
• Brehon law, which by reafon ought not to be 
named a law, but an evil cuftom; but that 
they be ruled as right is, by the common law 
of the land, as the lieges of our Sovereign 
Lord the King : and if any do to the contra- 
ry, and thereof be attainted, that he be taken 
and imprifoned, and judged as a traitor : and 
that hereafter there be no diverfity of ligeance 
between the Englilh born in Ireland and Eng- 
lifli born in England, but that all be called an4 
reputed Englifli, and the lieges of our Sove- 
reign Lord ;he King, &c.'* This law was 
made only to reforni the degenerate Englifli, 
but there was no care taken for the Reforma- 
tion of the mere Irifli ; no ordinance^ no pro- 

vifiOQ 
fStatMt.deKilkenfi;^ Ci4* 
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vlfion made for the abolifhing of their barba- 
rous cuftoms and manners. In fo much as 
the law then made for apparel, and riding in 
faddles after the Englifti falhion, is penal only 
to Englifhmen, and not to the Iriih ; but the 
The Ro- Roman ftate, which conquered fo many na- 
communi- tions, both barbarous and civil, and therefore 
^^^^^'^^^'f^knew by experience, the beft and readicD: 
nations way of making a perfed and abfolute con* 
they^con- queft, refufed not to conjimunicate their laws 
qucred. ^q jj^g ^^j^ ^q^ barbarous people whom they 
had conquered; neither did they put theni 
out of their protedlion, after they had once 
fubmitted themfelves. But contrary-wife it 
is faid of Julius Caefar : ^a vicit, vi£los pro^ 
tegit ilU, manu. And again, of another em^ 
pcror : 

Fecifii patriam di^vtrfn gentibns unam^ 
, Profuit itpviiii /r dominanie capi ^ 

Dumque %fferi vi^ss pr^prii ccnfiritajurisg 
Urbfm ffcipi^ quod priiti triss tr^t^ 

i^nd of Rome itfelf ; 

H^c eft in gremium viffos qu^ folarecepit, 
Humanumque genus communi nomine ftdtp 
Myitis f non domino, ritu ; civefque vocavif^ 
^9s domuitf ntxuqnt pio hngfnqua reviwcii* 

■ Therel 
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Therefore, as ♦ Tacitus writeth, Julius Agri« 
i:ola, the Roman general in Britain, ufed tbi^ 
policy to inake a perfedl conqueft of our aur 
(ceftors, the ancient Britons* " They were/' 
faith he, *^ rude and difperfed^ and therefore 
prone upon every occafion to make war. Bu^ 
to induce them by pleafure to quietnefs and 
refl, he exhorted them in private, and gave 
them helps in common, |o build temples, 
houfes, and places of public refort. The 
noblemen's fons he took and inftrudted in the 
liberal Tciences, &c. preferring the_ wits of 
the Britqns before the ftudents of France ; as 
being now curious to attain the eloquence of 
the Roman language,, whereas they lately re- 
jcded that fpeech. After that the Roman 
attire grew tp be in account, ahd the gown 
to be in ufc among them ; and fo by little 
and little they proceeded to curipfity and de? 
licacies in buildings, and furniture of houfe- 
hold, in baths and exquifite banquets; and 
fo being come fq the height of f:ivility, they 
were thereby brought to an abfolute fubjec^ 
tion. 

liikewife our Norman conqueror, though ^.jj,^ 
he oppreffed the Englifli nobility very fore, the Con- 
land gave away to his fervitors, the lands and v^ned^^ 

\ ' PQf. both the 

V^ Norman* , 
♦ Tacitus in Vita JlgricQUt.^ 
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f nd the pofleflions of fuch as did oppofe his firft in- 
uiufJr^on vafion, though he caufed all his afts of coun- 
law, cil to be publiflied in French, and Ibme legal 
proceedings and pleadings to be framed and 
ufed in the fame tongue, as a mark and badge 
of a conqueft ; yet he governed all, both 
Englifli and Normans, by one and the fame 
law ; which was the ancient common law of 
England, ^long before the conqueft. Neither 
did he deny any Englilhman (that fubmitted 
himfelf unto hitA) the benefit of that law, 
though it were againft a Norman of the beft 
rank, and in greateft favour, as appeared in 
the notable controverfy between Warren the 
Norman, and Sherborne of Sherborne Caftle 
in Norfolk ; for the Conqueror had given that 
caftle to Warren ; yet when the inheritor 
thereof had allcdged before the King,* that 
he never bor^ arms againft him ; that he was 
his fubjecfl: as well as the other, and that he 
did inherit and hold his lands by the rule of 
that law which the King had eftabliftied among 
all his fubjefts ; the King gave judgment 
againft Warren, and commanded that Sher*- 
borne ftiould hold his land in peace. By this 
means himfclf obtained a peaceable poffeffion 
pf the kingdom within a few years ; whereas,- 

if 

^ Caufdtnin NorfQJk^ 
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if he had caft all the Englifli out of his pro* 
tedion, and held them as aliens and enemies 
to the crown, the Normans (perhaps) might . 
have fpent as much time in the conqueft of 
England, as the Englifh have fpent in the con- 
queft of Ireland, 

The like prudent courfe hath becnobferv- King Ed-. 
cd in reducing of Wales; which was perform- p*^ ^^^ 
ed partly by King Edward the Firft, and al* communi- 

c&tc tlic 

together finifhed by King Henry the Eighth. Englifh 
^ For we find by the ftatute of Rutland, made l^g^^A 
the 1 2th of Edward the Firft, when the Welch- men. 
men had fubmitted themfelves, de alto 6? bajfo, 
to that King, he did not rejedl and caft them 
off, as out-laws and enemies, but caufed their 
laws and cuftoms to be examined, which were 
in many points agreeable to the Iri(h, or Bre- 
hon law. ^ibus diligent er auditis & .plenius 
intelkaiSi qua/dan^ illarum (fays the King in 
that ordinance) conjilio procerum dilevimus ; 
\quafdam permjjimus ; quafdum correximus ; ac 
etiam qua/dam alias adjiciendas et faciendas decre^ 
vimus ; and- fo eftablilhed a commonwealth 
among them, according to the form of the 
Englifli government. After this, by reafon of 
the fundry infurredions of the barons, the 
wars in France, and the diflention ^)elween the 
houfes of York and Lancafter^ the ftate of Eng^ 

land 
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iarid tiegleded or omitted the exectitioii oi^this 
ftatute of Rutland ; fo as a great part of Wale* 
grew wild and barbarous again. And there- 
fore King Henry the Eighth, by the ftatutes 
bf the 27th and 52d of his r^ign, did revive 
and recontiniie that noble work began by King 
Edward the Fltft ; and brought it indeed to full 
perfedHon; for he united the dominion of 
Wales to the crown of England, and divided 
it into (hiresj aiid ered^d ift 6very (hire one 
borough, as in England ; and enabled them to 
fend knights and burgefles to the parliament ; 
cftablifhed a Court of Pr^fidency, artd ordain- 
ed that Juftices of Affize, and Gaol^eliv^ry^ 
Ihould make their half-yearly circuits there, as 
in England ; made all the laws and ftatutes of 
England .in force there'; aaid, among other 
Welch cuftoms, aboIi(hed' that of gavel-kind r 
whereby the heirs-female were utterly ex- 
cluded j and the baftards did inherit as well as 
the legitimate, • which is the vety Irifli gavel* 
kind. By means whercofi that eiitire cotintry^ 
in a (hort time, was fecurely fettled in peace 
and obedience, and hath attained to that civi- 
lity of rnaoners, and plenty of all things,- as 
now we find it, not ififerior to the beft parts 
of England, 

i will 
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1 will therefore knit up this point withtHefe 
conclufions : Firft, that the Kings of England, 
lyho in former ages attempted the conqueft of 
Ireland, being ill-advifed and counfelled by 
the great men here, did not, upon the fub^ 
miflions of the IriSt, communicate their laws 
tmto them, nor admit them to the ftate add 
condition of free fabjedls. Secondly, that for 
the fpace of two hundred years at leaft, after 
the firft arrival of Henry the Second in. Ire- 
land, the Irifli would gladly have embraced 
the laws of England, and did earneftly defire 
the benefit and protedtion thereof ; which bi- 
ing denied them, did of ncceffity caufe a con- 
tinual bordering war between the Englilh and 
, Irifti, And laftly, if, according to the exam- 
ples before recited, they had reduced as well^ 
the IriHi countries as the Englifh colonies un« 
dcr one form of ci^il government (as now they 
are) the meers and bounds of the marches and 
borders had been long fince worn out and for- 
gotten; (for it is not fit^ as Cambrenfis * 
writes, that a King of an ifland ftiould have 
any marches or borders but the four feas) both 
nations had been incorporated and united; 
Ireland had been entirely conquered, planted^ 

and 

4! Giraldus Oanirenfi$, Hi* z. de Hii^rnia expngnata. 
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and itriprwfed, and returned a rich fevende td 

the crown of England. 
*tlie lands The next error in the civil policy which 
from thcf hindered the perfeftion of the conqueft of Ire- 
Iriih were i^^jj jid confift in the diftribution of the lands 

not well 

diftribut- and pbfleflions which were won and conquer- 
ed from the Iri(h. For the feopes of land 
. ivhich were granted to the firft adventurei-s 
were, too large> and the liberties and royalties 
which they Obtained therein, were too great 
for fubjeds j though it flood with reafoii that 
they fliould be rewarded liberally out of the 
fruits of their own labours, fmce they did mi- 
litare propriis ftipendiis, and received no pay 
from the crown of England, Notvvithftanding 
there cnfued divers inconveniencies, that gave 
great impediment to the conqueft. 
*tlie pro* Firft, the Earl Strongbow was entitled ta 
rnd'^wnti ^^^ whole kingdom of Leinfter ; partly by in- 
cd to tlic vafion, and partly by marriage j albeit he fur- 
tenturers rendered the fame entirely to King Henry the 
were too Second, his fovereign > for that with his li- 
cence he came over, and with the aid of his 
fubjefts he had gained that great inheritance : 
yet did the King re-grant back again * to him 
and his heirs all that, province, rcferving only 

the 

• QiraldutCambrenfiSf libi 2. de Hibtrmck expugtiain^ 
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the city of Dublin, and the cantreds next ad- 
joining, with the maritime towns, and princi- 
pal forts and caftles. t Next, the fame King 
granted to Robert Fitz-Stephen, and Miles 
Cogan, the whole kingdom of Corke, front 
JLifmore to thd fea. J To Philip le Briice fie 
jgave the whole kitigddin of Lirtiricki with the 
donation of bifhoprics, and abbies, (except .the 
tity, and one cahti'ed of land adjoining. |j ) To 
iSir Hugh de Lacy, all ^Ieth. To Sir John 
de Courcy^ all UifteK To William Burke 
Fit- Adeim, the greateft part of Connaught, In , 
like. mariner, Sir Thomas de Clare obtained a 
grant of all Thomond ; and Othb de Grandi- 
fon, of all Tippcrary ; and I^obert le Poer, of 
the territory of Waterford, (the city itfelf, and 
the cantred of the Ooft-men only excepted.) 



m 



All Ire. 



And thus was all Ireland cantonizcd aimongj^^jj?^-^ 

ten perfons of the Englilh nation ; and though ^^^^ ^9 
f /Y- ^' r , . teri per* 

they had not gained the pofleflion of one-third fons of tW 

part of the whole kingdom, yet in title they ^^^f^J 

were owners and iords of all, fo as ndthing 

\lras left to be granted to the natives. And 

It tiiere- 

f In Arcbiv. Tur. j Ed*ib. j. Efcteat humeri I04. 
X z JobannU Chart, m. l^.i^ m. 38. . 
(( 6 Jdhan. Chart . m.i. j Johan, Chart, m. li. (J tti 
109. 6 Ed. I. Chart, m. 19. iS Ed, r. m, 29. 
♦ Giraid. Camhi lit; z. de Hibernia expttg. 



( 104 ) 

therefore we do not find in tiny record, or 
ftory, for the fpace of three hundred years, 
after thefe adventurers firft arrived in Ireland, 
that any Irifli lord || obtained a grant of his 
country from the crown, except the King of 
Thomond, who had a grant during the mino- 
rity of King Henry the Third ; and Roderick 
O'Connor, King of Connaught, * to whom 
King Henry the Second, before this diftriba- 
tion made, did grant (as is before declared.) 
Utjit Rex fub eo; tod moreover, ut teneat ter^ 
ram Juam Cona^liae ita bene ^ in pace, Jicut te^ 
nuit antequnm Dominus Rex intravit Hiberniam. 
And whofe fucceflbr, f in the 24th of Henr/ 
the Third, when the Burkes had made aftrong 
plantation there, and had well nigh expelled him 
out of his territory, came over into England, 
(as Matthew Paris writes J) and made com- 
plaint to King Henry the Third of this inva- 
fion made by the Burkes upon his land, in- 
fifting tipon the grants of King Henry the Se- 
cond, and King John ; and affirming that he 
liad duly paid a yearly tribute of five thoufand 

merk» 

B 6 H. 3. CbarL m. z. 

• Houeden in H, 2. /<?^ joa, Arcbiv. iurr, ly JstanHH 
Obakt. «i. 5. 
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ftierks for his kingdom. Whereupon the Kiri^ ^ 
called lintd him the Lord Maurice Fit-Gerald, 
who was then Lord-Juftice of Ireland, and 
Prefident in the Court ; and commanded hini 
that hie (hbuld root out that unjuft plantation, 
which Hubert Earl of Kent.had^ in the time 
of hisgreatriefs, planted in thofe parts; and 
wrote withal to the great men of Ireland to 
remove the Burkes, and toi eftablifh thfe King 
of Corinaught in the quiet pofleflidn of hi$ king- 
dom. Howbeit, I do not read that the King 
of England's commandment, or diredlion in 
this behalfj was ever put in execution. For 
the truth is, Richard de Biirgo hdd" obtained a 
grant * of all Connaught, after the death of 
the King of Connaught, thdn living, for which 
he gave a thoufand pounds, as the record irt 
the Towner recites, the 3d of Henry thd Thirds 
clauf. 2. And befides, our great Englifli lords 
could not endure that any kings fhould reigti 
in Ireland but themfelves: nay, they could 
hardly endure that the crown of England itfelf 
fhould have any jurifdiftidn or power over 
them. For many of thefe lords, to whom our t'EsLantei 
kings .had granted thefe petty kingdoms, did, to t^^^ *^rft 

f r 1 r I • J adveiicur- 

by virtue and colour of theie grants, claim and crs were 
K2 cxer-^^^«^^*^^' 
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Eight cxcrcife jura regalia within their territories; 

pa"a"ing jjj infomuch, as there were no lefs than eight 

Ireland at counties palatine in Ireland at one time, 
ore time, ^ 

For William Marfhal, Earl of Pembroke, 

who married the daughter and heir of Strong- 
bow, being Lord of all Leinfter, had royal ju- 
rifdi(5lion throughout all that province. This 
great* Lord had five fons and five daughters ; 
every one of his Ions enjoyed that lordfhip 
fucceflively, and yet afl died without iffue. 
Then this great lordfhip was broken and divid- 
ed, and partition made between the five daugh- 
ters, Who were married into the nobleft houfes 
of England. The county of Carlo w was allotted 
to the eldeft ; f Wexford to the fecond ; Kil- 
kenny to the third ; Kildare to the fourth ; the 
greateft part of Leix, now called the Queen's 
County, to the fifth.* In every of thefe porti- 
ons, the CO- partners feverally exercifed the fame 
jurifdidtion royal, which the Earl Marlhal and 
his fons had ufed in the whole province.^- 
Wher.eby it came to pafs, that there were five 

_. ' county palatines' erected in Leinfter. Then 

Five - 

counties had the Lord of Meth the fame royal liberty 

L^inftw!" ^" ^^^^ territory ; the Earl of Ulfter in all that 
province; and the Lord of Defmond and Ker- 

• AnnaUs Hibemia in Camden* 

t In Arcbsv. Turr, 1 1 Mdw. 3» Ef cheat, ». 2%* ' 
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ry within that county. J All thefe appear up- 
on record, and were all as ancient as the time 
of King John; only the liberty of Tipperary, 
which is the only liberty that remaineth at 
this day, was granted to James Butler, the firft 
Earl of Ormond, in the third year of King Ed- 
ward the Third- 

Thefe abfolute Palatines made Barons and 
Knights, did exercife high juftice in all points 
within their territories,* ere<Sed courts for cri- 
minal and civil caufes, and for their own reve- 
nues ; in the faqfie form as the King's Courts 
were eftablilhed at Dublin; macje their own 
judges, feneftials, fheriffs, coroners, and ef- 
cl^ators; fo as the King's writ did not run in 
thofe counties (which took up more th^n two 
parts of the Englilh c<)lonies) but only in the 
church-lands lying within the feme, which were 
called the Crofs, wherein the King made a Ihe- 
liff: and fb, in each of thefe counties palatine 
there were two fheriffs ; one of the Liberty, 
«nd another of the Crofs: as in Meth we find 
a (heriflf of the Liberty, and a fherifF of the 
Crofs ; and fo in Ulfler, and fo in Wexford : and 
fo at this day, the Earl of Ormond maketh a 

fherifF 

X Arcbiv. in Cd/iro Duili^, Jrchiv* Turr, pat, 3. -Ei 3« 
m. 1%. . - 

* Arckivt in Cajirp Dullin, 



( ?o8 ) 

IherifFof the Liberty, and the Kingaflieriff of 
the crofs of Tipperary. Hereby it is manifeft 
how much the King's jurifdidion was reftrain- 
ed, and the power of thefe lords enlarged by 
thefe high privileges. And it doth furtheip 
appear, by one article among others, prcffer- 
red to King Edward the Third, touching thQ 
i*eformation of the ft ate of Irelatid, which we 
find in the Tower, in thefe words : Item, lei 
francbefes graities in Ireland, que font Roialles^ 
ielles come Durefme &? Cejlre, ^voUs ofifiont cybien 
de les profits, come de graunde partie de obeifance^ 
des perfons enfrancbejes \ iS en quejcun francbefe 
efi chancel lirie, chequer ^ conufans de pleas, cy-' 
hien de la coronne, cotne autres commuHes, ^groH^ 
iont auxi charters de pardon ; et font fouent pit 
ley et. reajonable caufe feiffes etivpfire main, a 
grand priyfit.d^ VfiUli et leigerrheht reftitiies pir 
maundement. hors de Eiiglett ere, a damage, Sfr. 
Unto which article the King made anfwer : 
Le Roy voet que hs francbefes' que font et ferroht 
per jufte caufe prifes en fa tnain, nefoent wy ref-- 
titues, iavant que le Rcy foit certifie de la ckufe 
de la prife df icelles. 26. Ed. ^^ Clauf m. i. 
Again, thefe great undertakers were riot tied 
to any form of plantation, but all was left 
to their difcretion and pleafure. And al- 
though they buiU caftlcs, and made freer- 
holders. 
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holders, yet were there no tenures or fervices 
referyed to ,tlie grown ; but the lords cj^^^w 
all the refpeft and dependance of the com- 
mon people unto themfelves. Now let us fee 
what inconveniencies did arife by thefe large 
and ample grants of lands and liberties to the 
firfl adventurers in the conqueft, 
Affuredly by thefe grants of whole provin- The in- 



con ve- 



ces and petty kingdoms, thofe few Engjilh n^ej^cies 
lords pretended to be proprietors of all the which 
land, fo as there was no poffibility left of fet- the large 
tling th^ natives in their poffeflions, and, in fj[ndrand 
confequence, t!ie conqueft became impoflible, lihcnics. 
without the utter extirpation of all the Irifli; 
which thefe Engliflx lords were not able to dp, 
jior perhaps willing if they had been able* 
Notwi'thftapding, becaufd they did ftill hope 
to become lords of thofe lands which were 
poffefled by the Irifh, whereunto they pretend- 
ed title by their large grants ; and becaufethey 
feared, that, if the Irifh were received into 
the King's, protedion, and made liege men 
and free fubje<5ls, the fiate of England would 
icftablifti them in their poffeffions by grants 
from the crown, reduce their countries into 
counties, ennoble fome of them, and enfran- 
chife all, and make them amenable to the law, 
which would, have abridged and cut off a great 

part 



-^ 
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part of that greatnefs which they had promife 
^d unto themfelves ; they^perfuaded the King 
of England that it was unfit to communicate 
the laws of England unto them ; that it was 
the beft policy to hold them as aliens and ene- 
mies, and to profecute them with a continual 
TheEng-war. Hereby they obtained another royal 
jn Ireland prerogative and power ; which was to make 
made war ^gj. gj^j p^^ce at their pleafure in every part 

and peace ; ^ ^ -" f 

at their of the kingdpm ; which gave them an ^bfo- 
f ^ "f^* ]ute command over the bodies, lands, and goods 
pf the Englifli fubjedls here. And befides, the 
Irirt^ inhabiting the lands fully conquered and 
reduced, being in condition of flayes and vil- 
lains, did render a greater profit and revenue 
than if they had been made the King's free 
fubjeds. 

And for thefe two caufes laft expreffed they 
\vere not willing tp root out all the Irifli. We 
may not therefore piarvel, that when King 
Edward the Third, upon the petition of the 
Iri(h (as is before remembered) was defirous 
to be certified, De vsluntate magnatum fuorum 
in proximo parliamento in Hibernia ien^nd. Ji fine 
alieno praejudicio concedere pojit^ quod per fiatut. 
inde faB. Hibernici uiantur legibus Anglicanis^ 
five chartis Regiis inde impetrandis, that there 
was never any flatutc made to that effe<fl. 

For 
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For the truth is, that thofe great Englllh lord$ 
ciid, to the utmoft of their power, croft 
and withftand the enfranchifement of the 
Irifti, for the caufes before eKprefled ; wherein 
I muft ftill clear and acquit, the crOwn and 
ftate of England of negligence or ill policy, 
and lay thie fault upon the pride, coyetqufnefs, 
^nd ill ' council of ithe ?ngli(l^ plapted here, 
ivhich in all former ages have been the chief 
impediments of the final conqueft of Ireland, 

Again, thofe large fcppes of land, and great -p^^ ^^ 
liberties, with the abfolute power ip make ^?^ ^'*f««- 

*\^ . tionofthe 

war and peace, did raife the Englifli lords to Englifh 
that height of pride and ambition, as that one ano- 
they could not en4ure one angther, but grew -®^' 
to a mortal war apd diflcntion among theni- 
felves : as appears by all the records and fto- 
ries of this kingdom, Firft, in the year 1204, 
the'Lacies of Meth, rnade war upon Sir John 
Courcy ; who having taken him by treachery, 
fent him prifoner into England. In the year 
laio, * King John coming over' in perfon, 
expelled the Lacies out oif the kingdom*, for 
their tyranny and v op predion of the Englifh : 
howbeit, upon payment of great fines, they 
"were afterward reilored. In the year 1288, 
that family being rifen to a greater height, (for 
Hugh de Lacy the younger, was created Earl 

of ^ 

f Annales Hibernia in Camden, 
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of Ulfter, after the death of Courcy without 
iffue), there arofe diflention and war between 
that houfe, and William Marflial Lord of Lein- 
ller ; whereby all Meth was deftroyed and laid 
wafte. In the year 1264, Sir Walter Burke, 
having married the daughter and heir of Lacy, 
whereby he was Earl of Ulfler in right of his 
wife, had mortal debate with Maurice Fitz- 
Morice the Geraldine, for certain lands in 
Connaught. So as all Ireland was full of wars 
between the Burkes and the Geraldines (fay 
our annals). Wherein Maurice Fitz-Morice 
grew fo infolent, as that upon a me,eting at 
Thifiiedermot, he took the Lord juftice him- 
felf, Sir Richard Capel, prifoner, with divers 
Lords of Munfter, being then in his company. 
In the year, 1288, Richard Burke Earl gf 
Ulfler (commonly called the Red Earl), .pre- 
tending title to the Lordllhip of Meth, made 
war upon Sir Theobald de Verdum, and be- 
fieged him in the caftle of ^Athlone, Again, 
an the year 129?, John Fitz-Thomas the Ge* 
raldine, havjiig by contention with the Lord 
Vefci gotten a goodly inheritance in Kildare, 
grew to that height of imagination (faith the 
flory) as he fell into difference with divers great 
noblemen ; and among many others,with Rich- 
ard the Red Earl, whom he took prifoner, and . 

detained 
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detained him in Caftle Ley ; and by that dif. 
fentipn, the Englifli on the one fide, and thp 
Jrifli on the other, did wafte and deftroy all 
the country.* 

After,. in. the year 1,311, the fame Red 
pari (coming to befiege Bonratty in Thomond* 
which was then held by Sir Richard dc 
Clare,-!" as his inheritance), was again taken 
prifoner ; and all his army, confifting for the 
moft part of Englifh, overthrown and cut in 
piecds, by Sir Richard d^ Chic. And after 
this again, in the year 1327, moft of the 
great Houfes were banded dne againft andther, 
(vii.) The Gir^ldilies, Bmierff, and Brfeming- 
hairisi on the drie fide, and the Burkes ^nd 
Poers on the other. The grotind of the 
qualrrel beiilg nohe other, but that the Lord 
Arnold Podr, had called 'the Earl of Kildlaro, 
Kimer: but this quarrel was ^prbfecoted with 
fuch nfifalicb and viotente, as the ccnihtiesiof 
Waterford and Kilkenny were deftroyed with 
fire and fwdrd, till a parliament w^s called bn 
purpbfe to quiet this difleniioii- « 

Shortly after, the Lord John Bremingham, 
Ivhb Was riot lofig before made earl bf ,Louth, 
for that notable fervice which be performed 

upon 
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upon the Scots, between Dundall^ and the 
Faher, was fo extremely envied by the Ger- 
rions, Verdons, and others of the ancient co- 
lony, planted in, the county of Louth, as that, 
in the year 1329. they did moft wickedly 
betray and murder that Earl, with divers prin- 
cipal gentlemen of his name and family ; uf- 
ing the fame fpeech that the rebellious Jews 
are faid to ufe in the Gofpel. 

Nolumus kunc regnare J^uper nos. 

After this, the Giraldines and the Butlers, 
being become the moft potent families in the 
kingdom (for the great lordfliip of Leinfter 
,was divided among co- partners, w^hofe heirs 
for the moft part lived in England ; and the 
/earldom of Ulfter, with the lordfhip of Meth, 
by the mUtch of Lionel I>uke pf Clarence, at 
Jaft-defccoded upo;a the crown) had almoft a 
•continual war one with another. In the time 
of King Henry the Sixth (fgith B^ron Fin^ 
glas,* in his Difcourfe of the Decay of Ire- 
JandJ, in a fight b^twepn thq Eads of Ormond 
and Defmond, almoft all the townfmen of 
Kilkenny were flain. And as they followed 
contrary parties during the wars of York and 

Lon^after, 
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Lancafter, fo after that civil diffention ended 
in England, thefe houfes in Ireland continued 
their oppofition and feud ftill, even till the 
time of King Hepry the Eighth ; when by the 
marriage of Margaret Fitz-Gerald to the Earl 
of Offory, the houfes of Kildare and Ormond 
M^ere reconciled, and have continued in amity 
ever fmce. ^ 

Thus thefe great eftates and royalties grant- 
ed to the Englifh lords in Ireland, begot pride ; 
and pride begot contention among themfelves, 
which brought forth divers mifchiefs, that did 
not only difable the Englifli to finifli the con- 
queft of all Ireland, but did endanger the lofs 
of what was already gained ; and of conquer- 
ors made them flaves to that nation which they 
did intend to conquer. For, whenfoever one 
Englifli lord had vanquilhed another, the Irilh 
waited and took the opportunity, and fell up- 
on that country which had received the blow ; 
and fo daily recovered fome part of the lands 
which were poireffed by the Englifli colonies. 

Befides, the Englifli lords to ftrengihen 
their parties, did ally themfelves with the 
Irifli, and drew them in, to dwell among 
them^* giving their children to be foftered by 

them; 

♦ Stat, 10 Hemy 7. c. 4. Rot, Pat Ham. in Caftro Dublin* 
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ttiem; iahd having no other means^ ta pajr of 
reward them, fafFered them, to take Coin and 
Livery upon th^ Englifh freeholders ; ^vhich 
oppreflion was fo intolerable, as that the bet- 
ter fort were forced to quit their freeholds 
and fly into England ; and never returned^ 
though many laws were made in both realms^ 
to remand theni back again : and the reft 
which remained became degenerate and mere 
Irifli, as is before declared. And the EngHfli 
lords finding jhe Irifh exaftions to be mord 
profitable than the Englilh rents and fer* 
vices; and loving the Infh tyranny, Which 
was lied to no rules of law or honour, better 
than a jufl and lawful fuperiority, did reje(ft 
and caft off the Englifh law and governmenti 
received the Irifli laws and cuftoms, took 
Irifli furnames, as Mac William, Mac Phe- 
ris, Mac Yoris,* refufed to come to the par- 
liamehts which were fummoned by the King 
of England's authority, and fcorned to obey 
thofe Englifli knights which were fent to com- 
mand arid govern this kingdom ; namely. Sir 
Richard Capel, Sir John Morris> Sir John 
Darcie, and Sir Ralph Uffbrd. And when 
Sir Anthony Lucie, a man of great authority 

in 
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in the time of King Edward the Third, was 
fent over to reform the notorious labufes of 
this kingdom, the King doubtirtg that he 
fliould not be obeyed, direfted a fpecial writ 
or mandate to the earl of Ulfter,* and the reft 
of the nobility, to affift him. And afterwards, 
the fame King (upon good advice and coun- 
fel) refumed thofe exceffive grants of lands 
and liberties in Ireland, by a fpecial ordi- 
nance made in England, which remaineth on 
record in the Tower, in this form: ^ia 
plures excej/iv^ donationes terrarum et liberta^ 
turn in- Hibernia ad fubdolam machinationem 
petentium fa£lae Junt £5?r. Rex deluforias 
hujujmodi machinat tones volens elidere, de con-- 
Jilio peritorum fibi ajjijientiumy omnes donationes 
terrarum et Ubertatum praedi6l. duxit revocan^ 
das, quoufque de meritis donatariorum et caujis 
ac qualitatibus donationum melius fuerit infor- 
mat. et ideo mandatum eft Jufticiario Hiberniae 
quod feijirif aetata 6?f.f Howbeit, there fol- 
lowed upon this refumption, fuch a divifion 
and fadion between the Englifli of birth and 
the Englifli of blood and race, as they fum- 
moned and held feveral parliaments apart one 
from the other. Whereupon, there had rifen 

a gene- . 
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a getieral wair betwixt them, to the utter ex^ 
tinguiHiing of the EngUQi name and nation iti 
Ireland ; if the Earl of Dcfmond, who was 
head of the fadion agaiuft the Englifli of 
birth, had not been fent into fingland, and 
detained there for a time :* yet afterwards^ 
thefe liberties being reftored, by ditedion oiit 
of England, the 26 of Edward the Thirds 
complaint was made to the King of the 6afy 
I'eftitution ; wheireunto the tCing niade ari- 
fwer, as is before exprefted : fo^ a^ we may- 
conclude tbis point with that which we iind in 
the annals, publiftied by Mafter Camden i 
Hibernici debeltati £5? confumpti fuijfent^ nifi 
feditio Anglicorum impedivijfet. Whereutit6 
t rnay add this note, that though fome are of 
bpiniori, that grants of extraordinary ho- 
nours and liberties made by a tCing to his fub- 
jeds, do ho more diminifli his greatnefs, than 
when one torch lighteth another ; for it hath 
ho lefs light than it had before, ^is veidt 
appofiio lumen de hmine fumi P Yet marty 
times inconveriicncies do arife thereupon: 
iind thofe princes have held up their fove- 
feignty beA, which have been (paring in 
thofe grants. , And truly as thefe grants of 
little kihgdoms^ and great royalties, to a few 

private 
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private perfoiiS, did produce the inifchiefs The firft 
fpoken of before : fo the true caufe of the ^^^^^^^^^ 
making of thefe grants^ did proceed from fainc<*. 
this ; that the Kings bf England being other- ral grants, 
wife employed and diverted, did not make J^^^^^^*^ . 
the conqueft of Ireland their own work* nor of Eng- 
undertake it royally at their own charge ; not profe- 
but as it was firft begun by particular adven- ^^^^ ^^^^® 
turers : fo they left the profecution thereof to tfjeJr ow« 
them, and other voluntaries, who came to 
feek their fortunes in Ireland ; wherein, if . 
they could prevail, they thought that in rea- 
fon and honour they could do nolefs, than 
make them proprietors of fuch fcopes of land 
as they C(5uld conquer/ people, and plant at 
their own charge; referving only the fove- 
reign lordihip to the crown of England. But 
if the Lion had gone to hunt himfelf, the 
(hares of the inferior beafts had not been fo 
great : if the invafion had been made by an 
army tranfmitted, furnifhed, and fupplied 
only at the King's charge, and wholly paid 
with the King's treafures, as the armies oi 
Queen Elizabeth, and King James have 
been, the conqueft had been fooner atchiev-^ 
ed, and the fervitors had been contented with 
lefs proportions. . . 

X For, 
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How Che For when Scipio, Pontipey , Cs&far, and other 
Rome rc-S^"^''^'^ of the Roman armies, as fubjefts and 
wajded jfervants of that ftate, and with the public 

their ijwft * 

of war- charge, had conquered many kingdpms and 
commonweahhs, we find them rewarded with 
Tionourable offices and triumphs at their re- 
turn ; and Hot made lords and proprietors of 
whole provinces and kingdoms which they had 
fubdiied to the empire of Rome. Likewifc, 
Wiiilain when the Duke of Normandy had conquered 
qucron England, which he made his own work, and 
performed it in his own perfon, he dfftribut- 
ed fundry lordfliips and manors unto his fol- 
lowers, but gave not away whole (hires and 
countries in demefne to any of his fervitors,^ 
whom he mod defired to advanced. Only, he 
made Hugh Lupus Count Palatine of Chefter*, 
and gave that earldom to him and his heirs, to 
hold the fame lia liberi adgladium.Jicut Rex te- 
nelat jingUam ad Coronam* Whereby that 
earldom indeed had a royal jurifdidion atid 
fovereignty, though the lands of that county in 
demefne', were poffefled for the moft part by 
the ancient inheritors. 
\yales « Again, from the time of the Norman Conqueft, 
to the" ^ ^iJl ^he reign of King Edward the Firft, many 
Lords of our Engllfli lords made war upon the 

Welch men 

Camden in Cbejier* 



Welchmcti at their own charge ; the Unds 
which they gained they held to their own ufe^ 
were called Lords Marchers^ and had royal li- 
berties within their lordftiips. Howbeit, thefe 
particular adventurers could never make a 
perfeft conqueft of Wales. 

But when King Edward the Firll came in 
perfon with his army thither, kept his refii- 
dence^and Court tljcre: made the reducing 
of Wales an enterprize of his own ; he finifli- 
ed that work in a year or two, whereof the 
Lords Matchers had not performed a third 
part, with their continual bordering war> for 
two hundred years before. And withal we 
may obferve, that though this 'King had noyr 
the dominion of Wales in Jure proprietaiis, as 
the ftatute of Rutland affirmeth : which before 
w^s fubjeft unto him, but in Jurefeodali: and 
though he had loft divers principal knights 
and noblemen iti that war, yet did he not re- 
ward his fervftors with whole countries or 
counties, but with particular manors and lord- 
fliips: as to Henry Lacy Earl of Lincoln, he 
gave the lordftiip of Denbigh ; and to Reig- 
nold Gray, the lordlhip of Ruthcn, and fo 
toothers. And if the like courfe had' been 
uf^d in the winning and diftributing .of the 
lands of Ireland, that ifland had been fully 
conquered before the continent of Wales had 
L z beea 
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teen reduced. But the truth is, when privafe* 
men attempt the conqueft of countriei at theift- 
own charge, commonly their enterprizes do 
perifh without fuccefs: as when, in the time 
of Queen Elizabeth, Sir Thomas Smith ud- 
dertook to recover the Ardcs ;' and Chatterton, 
to reconquer then Fues and Orier : the one 
loft his fon, and the other hi^mfelf; and both 
their adventures carne to nothing. And as 
for the crown of England, it hath had the like 
fortune in the conqueft of this land, as fome 
, purchafers have, who defire to buy land at 
too eafy a rate ; they find tbofe cheap pur- 
chafes fo full of trouble, as they fpend twice as 
much as the land is worth, before they get the 
, quiet poffeflion thereof. 

And as the beft policy was not obferved in 
the diflribution of the conquered lands; fo 
as I conceive, that the firft adventurers intend- 
ing to make a full conqueft of the Irifti, wei*e 
deceived in the choice of the fitteft places for 
their plantation. For they fat down, artd 
ere<f\ed their caftles and habitations in the plains 
and open countries ; where they found moft 
fruitful and profitable lands, and turned the- 
Irilh into the woods and mountains: which, 
• as they were proper places for outlaws and 
xbieves, fo were they their natural eafttes 

and 



and fortifications; thither they drovei their 
prey and Healths ; there they lurked, and lay - 
ki wait to do mifchief. Thefe faft places they 
kept unknown, by making the ways and en^ 
trys thereunto impaflable ; there they kept 
tlieir creaghts or herds of cattle, living by the 
milk of the cow, without hufbandry or tillage;' 
there they increafed and multipKed unto in- 
finite numbers, by promifcuous generation' 
among themfelves ; there tbey made their af- 
femblijES and confpiracies without difcovery.:. 
but they difqovered the weaknefs of the Englirfi 
dwelling in the open .plains ; and thereupon 
made their fallies and retreats with great ad- 
vantage. Whcteas, on the other fide, if the 
Engliib iiad fauiided their caftles and towns in 
thofe places of fAftnefs, and had driven the 
Irift ihta'theplain^i and open countries, where 
they mi^t have had an eye and bbfervation 
upon theoj, the Jri(h.had been eafily kept in 
ordje'r, ahd in ftiQrt; time reclaimed frx)m their 
wildnefs; there they would have ufed tillage, 
dwek together in townlhips, learned mecha- 
nical arts and fcienccs. The woods had beea 
< 

wafted with the Englifli habitations, as they are 
about the forts of Marlborough and Phillipfton, 
whicli were built in the fafbcft places in Lein^ 
(ler, and the ways and paflages throughout 

Ireland 
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Ireland would have been as clear arid open as 
they are in England at this da/. 
The Eng. Again, if King Henry th$ Second, who xs> 
did not re- ^^id to be the King that conquered this land, 
wwTds'a^d ^^ "^^^ forefts in Ireland, as he did enlarge, 
waftes in the Forefts in England (for it appcareth by 
park?! ^ C*^r/tfrf^F(?r<j/?^i,* that he aflforefted many woods 
and waftes, to the grievance of the fubjedl:,^ 
which by that ]aw were difafForefted) ; or if 
thofe Englifli lords, amongft whoni the whole 
kingdom wals divided, had been good hunters, 
and had reduced the mountains, bogs, and 
woods, within the limits of forefts, chaccsj 
and parks'; affuredly, the very foreft law, and 
the law de MalefaSoribus in parcis, would in 
time have driven them into the plaii^ and coum. 
tries inhabited and manured, and have made 
them yi^ld up their faft placed to thofe wihi 
beafts whjch were indeed lefs hurtful and wild ' 
than they. But it feeirieth flratige IX) nbfei that 
in all the records qf this kingdom, I feldbm 
find any mention made of a foreft ; and nbvpt 
qf any park or free-^warren; confidering thfe 
great plenty both of vert and venifon within 
this land ; and that the chief of the nobility 
and gentry are defcended of Englilh race ; and 
yet at this day, there is but one park ftored 
with deer in all this kingdom ; which is a park 

* Chart, de F^rf/f, c. 2. y 3. 
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of the Earl of, Ormond's, near Kilkenny. It 
is then maniteft, by that which is before ex- 
preffed, that the not communicating of the 
Englifti laws to the Irifli ; the over-large grants 
of lands and liberties to the Englifli ; the plan- 
tation in^de by the Englilh in the plains and 
open countries, leaving the woods and moun- 
tains to thelrilh; were great defedts in the 
civU policy, and hindered the perfecflion of the 
conqueft very much. Howbeit, notwithftaqd- 
ing thefe defects and errors, the Englifh colo-, 
pies flood and maintained themfelves in a rea-^ 
fonable good eftate, as long as they retained 
their own ancient: laws and cuflpms, according 
to that of Ennius : Moribus antiquis res fiatRo* 
niana virifqu£. Put when the civil govern- ^i^^ £^g, 
ment crew fo weak and fo loofe, as that the '*P^ ^°l^" 

° nies rejcc- 

Englifti lor.d3 would not fqffer the Englifli laws ted the 
to be put in execution within their territories lawVand 
and feigniories, but in place thereof, both they cuftoms, 
and their people embraced the Irifli cuftoms : braced the 
then the eftate of things, like a game at irifh, 
was fo turned about, as the Englifli,, which 
hoped to make a perfeft conqqeft of the Irifli, 
were by them perfedltly and abfolutely con- 
quered ; becaufe Fiai vUloril^us leges dedere. 
A juft punifliment to our nation, that would 
pot give laws to the Irifli when they might : 
fl^d therefore, now the Irifli g^ye 1^W$ to them. 

There- 
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Therefore, this defed and failing of the Eng-; 
lifh juflice, in the Englifli colonies; and the 
inducing .of the Iri(h cuftoms in lieu thereof, 
was the main impediment that did arreft and[ 
flop thfe courfe of the conqueft ; and was the 
only mean that enabled the Irifh to recover 
their flrength again. 
Tbe na- For, ^ if we confider the nature of the Irifh 
irilb cuf-^ cufloms, we (hall find that the people which 
tonw. doth ufe them, mufl of neceffity be rebels to 
all good government, deftroy the common- 
wealth wherein they live, and bring barbarifm 
and defolation upon the richefl and mofl fruit- 
^. , .„ ful land of the world. For, whereas by the 

The; Trifli / . 

laws and jufl and honourable law of England, and by 

^iffe^ring ^^e laws of all other well-governed kingdoms 
from the ^^^ commonweahhs, murder, nian-flaughter, 

laws and *^ • 

cuftoms of rape, robbery and theft, are ptmiflied with 
natioss. death ; by the Irifh cuflom, or Brehon law, 
, the highefl of thefe offences was punilhed on- 
ly by fine, which they called an eriek. There- 
fore, when Sir William Fitz- Williams (being 
Lord Beputy) told Maguyre that he was to 
fend a fheriff into Fermannagh, being lately 
before made a county : *' Your SherifF, (faid 
* Maguyre) Ihali be welcome to me, but let me 
know his erick (or the price of his head) 
^forehand ; that if my people cut it off, I. may 
cut the eriek upon the country.*? As for op-^ 

^ preffion. 
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preffion, extortion, and other trefpafles^ tlio 
weaker had never any remedy againft the 
llronger : whereby it came to pafs that no man 
could enjoy his life, his wife, his lands or 
goods in fafety, if a mightier man than him* 
felf had an appetite to take the fame from him. 
Wherein they were little better than cannibals, 
who do hunt one another ; and he that hath 
Hiott ftrength and fwiftnefs doth eat and de- 
vour all his ffeUows. 

Again, in England, and all well ordered 
commonwealths, men have certain eftates in 
their lands and poffeffions, and their inheri- 
tances defcend from father to fon, which doth 
giye them encouragement to build and to plant, 
and to improve their lands, and to make them 
better for their pofterities. But by the Irifh The irifli 
cuftom of Taniftry, the chieftains of every xiLlaryf 
country, and the chief of every Sept, had no 
longer eftate than for life in their chiefries, 
the inheritance whereof did reft in no man. 
And thefe chiefries, though they had fome 
portions of land allotted unto them, did confift 
chiefly in cuttings and colheries, and other 
Irifh exactions, whereby they did fpoil and im- 
poveri(h the people at their pleafure. And 
when their chieftains were dead, their fons or 
pext heirs did not fucceed them, but theip 

Taniftres, 
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f Taniftres, who weroeleftive, and purc^fed 

their eledtions by ftroog hand ; and by the 

'^ ^"'^^ Irifti cuftom of Gavelkind, the inferior tenan- 

cultom of 

gavelkind, ties were part able amongft all the males of the 
Sept, both baftardsand legitimate: and after 
partition made, if any one of the Sept had 
died, bis portion was not divided among his 
ions, but the chief of the Sept made a new 
partition of all the lands belonging to that 
Sept, and gave every one his part according 
to his antiquity. 
The mif- Thefe two Irifli cuftoms made all their pof- 
»ifc'iM^*' feflions uncertain, being ftiuffled and changed, 
ihcfe two and removed fo often from one ta another,. by 
new elections and partitions ; . which uncer- 
tainty of eftates hath been thp true caufe of 
fuch desolation and barbarifm in this land, a$ 
the like was nev^r feed in any coijntry that 
profefled the name of Chrift. . For* thpugh the 
IriOi be a nation of great antiquity, and want- 
ed neither wit nor valour ; and though they 
had received the Chriftian faith above 1200 
years Cnce ; and were lovers pf mufic, poetry, 
and all kind of learning, and pofleifed a land 
abounding with all things necelTary for th^ 
civil life of man ; yet (which is ftrange to be 
related) they ,did never build any hpufes of 
brick or ftone, fome few religious houfes ex- 
... ' cepted,. 
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<mpt§d, before the reign of King Henry tfaqr 
Second, though they were lords of this ifland 
' for many hundred yqara before and fince the 
conquell attempted by the Engiiih: aibeit, 
when they faw us build caftles upon their bor- 
ders, they have only, in imitation of us, erc<fl*- 
ed fome few piles for the captains of the coun- 
try : yet I dare boldly fay, that never any par«» 
ticukr perfon, either before or fince, did build 
any ftone or brick houfe for his private habi^. 
tation, but fuch as hayo lateiy obtained eftateiii^ 
accordit>g to the courf^.of the law of England* 
Neither did any of theo^ iq all this tin^ plant 
any gardens or orcliards, inelofe or, improve 
th^ir lapd$^, Uye together iq fettled villages or 
towns, nor made any provifion for pofterity i 
"which being agamft all coituiroii fenfe and rea^ 
ion, niuft needs be iWputed iQi^^n^tmlh^'' 
able cfuftoms which mad6 tbein eflates {t>m^ 
•certain and tranfitof y in tbehp pjE^flTeffionj. • 

For who would plant, or imjprovei or build 
Upon that land, which ^ ftranger, Vhom he 
knew not, (houH pofiefs after bis death i for 
that (as Solomon nOteih) is qqq of tlie ft ranged: 
yanities under, the fup. And this is the true 
reafon Why. Ulfter, and all the IriJh counties, 
are fouhd fo wafte anddcfolateat this day; 
and fo would they continue to the world's end,. 
• if 
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if thefe cuftoms were not aboliflied by the law 
of England. 

Again,, that Irifh cuftom of gavel-kind did 
breed another mifchief ; for thereby every 
man being born to land, as well baftard as le- 
gitimate, they, all held themfelves to be gen- 
tlemen. And though their portions were ever 
fo fmall, and themfelves ever fo poor (for 
gavel -kind muft needs in the end make a poor 
gentility), yet they fcorned to defcend to huf- 
bandry or merchandize, or to learn any me- 
chanical art or fcience. And this is- the true 
caufe why there were never .any corporate 
towns ereded ift the Iri(h» counties. As for 
the maritime cities and towns, moft -certain it 
is, that th^y were built &nd 'peopled' by the 
Ooftmen or Eaftertings': for the natives of* 
ii^ctoftd iievbr^6«?foFine(l fo good a work as to 
b&i/Id^ a city, Befides, thefe poor gentlemen 
werefo affedled -unitt) their fmall portions of 
land] d«5 they rather chofe. to live at home-by 
theft, extortion, ani ooJhering^ thato 16 *feQk 
any be'iter'^ fortunes abroad i which increafed 
their fepts, or furnames, into fueh numbers; 
as :there are not to be foond in any kitigdom of 
Europe fo many gentlemen of one blood, fa- 
mily and furname, as there are of the 0*Neales, 
in Uliler; of the Burkes, in Connaught ; of the 
'• (Gerald^ 
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Geraldines and Butlers, in Munftcr and Lein-. 
fter. And the like may be faid of the'inferior 
bloods and families ; whereby it came to pafs, 
in times of trouble and diffention, that they 
made great parties and fadions, adhering one 
to another with much conftancy ; becaufe they 
were tied together, vinculo fanguinis : whereas 
rebels and malefadlofs, which are tied to their 
leaders by no band, either of duty or blood, 
do more eafily break and fall ofFone from ano- 
ther. And befides, their co-habitation in one 
country, or territory, gave them opportunity 
fuddenly to aflemble, and confpire, and rife 
in multitudes againft the crown. And even ' 
now, in the time of peace, we find this in- 
convenience, that there can hardly be an in- 
different trial had between the King and. the 
fubjefV, or between party and party, by reafon 
of this general kindred and confanguinity. 

But the mod wicked and mifchievous cuf- The 
torn of all others, was that of coin and livery, ^J^^^ of 
often before mentioned; which confided in coin and 
taking of man's-meat, horfe meat, and money, 
of all the inhabitants of the country, at the - 
will and pleafure of the foldier ; who, as the 
phrafe of the Scripture is, *' did/ eat up the 
" people aii it were br^ad ;" for that he had 
no other entertainment. This extortion was 

originally 
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Ortgitialiy Irifh\ fortbey ufed to lay bohaght 

upon their people, and never gave their fol- 

Tfic liiif- dicr any other pay* But when the Englifh 

did arife*'^^^ learned it, they ufedit with mor^infolence, 

by coin and made it more intolerable; for this op- 
anilliverT* 

preffion was not temporary, or limited either 

to place or time ; but becaufe there was every 
where a continual war, either offenfive or de- 
rfenfive, and every lord of a country, and 
every marche|r, made war and peace at his 
pleafure, it became univerfal and perpetual ; 
and was indeed the moft heavy oppreflion that 
ever was ufed in any Chriftian or Heathen 
kingdom. And therefore, vox opprejforum, this 
crying fin did draw down as great, or greater 
plagues upon Ireland, than the oppreflion of 
the Ifraelites did draw upon the land of Egypt* 
Tor the plagues of Egypt, though they were 
grievous, were but of a Ihort continuance ; 
but the plagues of Ireland lafted four hun- 
dred years together. This extortion of coin 
and livery produced two notorious efFefts: 
Thecaufefirft, it made the land.wafte ; next, it made 
JJj lljg^"^ * the people idle: for when the hufbandman 
Irtfli. had laboured all the year, the foldier in one 
night confumed the fruits^of all his labour, 
longique perit labor irritus anni. Had he rea- 
fon then to manure the land for the next 

year? 
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year? Or rather, might he not complain as 
the (hcpherd in Virgil i , 

IfBptus If^c tarn cuUa novalia miles habebit f 
Barbarus has fegetes f En quo dijcordia civet , 
Perduxit mjens ? En queis con/evimus agros? 

And hereupon of neceflity came depopula- 
tion, baniftiment, and extirpation of the bet- 
ter fort of fubjeds; and fuch as remained 
became idle, and lookers on, expedling the 
event of thofe miferies and evil times : fo as Why the 
this extreme extortion and oppreffion hath beggaw^ia 
been the true (paufe of the idlenefs of this foreign 

countrict. 

Irifh nation ; and that rather the vulgar fort 
have chofen to be beggars in foreign coun- 
tries, than to manure their own fruitful land 
at home. 

Laftly, this oppreffion. did of force and Why the 
neccffity make the Irilh a crafty people : for reputed a 
fuch as are opprefled, and live in flavery, are ^^^^^y 
ever put to their (hifis : Ingenium mala faepe 
movint : and therefore, in the old comedies , 
of Plautus and Terence, the bond-flave doth 
always adl the cunning and crafty part. Be- 
fides all the coinmon people have a whining 
tone, or accent, in their fpeech, as if they 
did ftill fmart or fuffcr fome oppreffion. And \Vhy the 

this idlcnef'-, together with fear of imminent inqufc7ive 

juif. after news. 



ttiilchiefs, vjvhich -did continually Hang over 
their head^* have beeft the Caufe that the Irifli 
^vere ever the moft inquifitive people after 
hews of any natiorl in the world ; as St. Paul 
made obfervation upon the people of Athens^ 
that they were ^n idle people, and did nothing 
but learn and tell news. And beeaufe thefe 
iaews-carriers did, by their falfe imdligenefe, 
fnany times raife troubles and rebellions in 
this realm, the ftatute of Kilkenny doth pu- 
nifli news-tellers (by the name of Skelaghes) 
with fine and ranfom; 

This extortion -of coin arid livery, was 

taken for the maintenance of their men of 

war: but their Irifliexadlionsj extorted by the 

Chieftains and Tanifts, by colour of their 

^ barbarous feigniory, were almoft as grievous a 

Colbct- burden as the other ; tiamely, coQiering ; 
which were Vifitations and progreffes made by 
tlie lord and his followers among his tenants ; 
wherein he did eat them (as the Englifli pro- 

Seflings. yerb is) out df houie and home; Seflings of 
the Kerne, of his family > called Kernety, t)f 
his horfes, and horfe-boj'S; of his dogs, arid 

Cuttings, dog-boys, and the like. And, bftly, cuttings, 
tallages, or fpeiidings, high or low, at bis 
pleafiire ; all v/hich, made the lord an abfo- 
liite tyrant, and the tenant a v<ry Have and 

villein; 



Villein ; and iii btie refpefl: mofe miierabie 
thatri bond-flaves. For commonly thfe bond- 
flave is fed by his lord, but here the lord was 
fed by his bdnd-flave. 

Laftly, there were two other cnftoms ptoh 
per and peculiar to the Irifli, which being the 
caufe of many ftrong combinations^ and fafti- 
bns, do tend to the utter ruiii of a common^ 
wealth. The one was Follering, the other, 
Goflipred# both which have ever been of 
jgreatcr eftimatioii among' this people thari 
with any other nation in the Chriftiaii world. 
For fofteringj I did never hear, or read, that 
it was in that ufe or teputation in any other 
country^ barbarous or civil, as it hath been, 
and yet is, in Ireland ; where they ptit away 
all their children to foftcrers : the potent and 
Hch men feiling, the meaner fort buying the 
alterage of their children : and the reafbn is> 
becaufe in the opinion tjf this people foftering 
hath always been a ftronger alliance thaa 
blood ; and the fofter-children do love, and 
are beloved of their fofter-fathers and their 
fept, more than of their natural parertts and 
kindred ; and do participate of their means 
more frankly^ and do adhere unto them in all 
fortunes with more afFeftion and conftanQy; 
And though Tully, in hi$ book of Fricndfliipi 
M ^th 
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doth obfefve^ Ibaf children of princes hcing 
fometimes, in Cafes of necefllty for faving of 
their lives, delivered to fliephcrds, to be nou- 
rilhed and bred up, when they have been re- 
ftored to ^heir great fortunes, have ftill retain- 
ed their love and afFeftion to their fbfl:erer5i, 
whom for maiiy years they took to be their 
parents : yet this was a rare cafe,, afid few ex- 
amples are to be found thereof* 

But fucha general cuftom in a kingdom, 
in. giving and taking chiUren to fofter, 
making fuch a firm alliance as it doth in Ire- 
land, was never feen or heard of in any other 
country of the world befides, 
Goffiprcd. The like may be faid of Goffipred, or 
Compaternity, which though, by the canon 
law, it be a fpiritual affinity, and a juror that 
was goflip to either of the parties might, in 
former times, have been challenged as not 
indifferent by our law, yet there was no na- 
tion under the fun that ever made fo religious 
account thereof as the Irifh. 

Now thefe two cuftoms, which of thcm^ 
felves are indifferent in other kingdoms, be- 
came exceedingly evil, and full of mifchief in 
this realm, by reafon of the inconveniencies 
ivhich followed thereupon ; for they made, 
;»s I faid before, ftrong parties and fadions^ 

whereby 
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M^hereby the great men were enabled td b^ 
prefs their inferiors, arid to oppofe their 
equals ; and their followers were borne out 
dnd countenanced in all their lewd and 
wicked anions : for fofterers and goffips, by 
the common euftom of Ireland, w_ere to main- 
tain one another in all caufes lawful and unlaw- 
ful ; whichj as it is a combination and con- 
federacy punifhable in all well-governed com- 
monweaithsi fo was it not one of the leaft 
caufes of the common niifcry of this king- 
dom: ^ 

I omit their cdmmon repudiation of thcii^ 
wives ; their promifcuous generation of chil- 
dren ; their negled of lawful matrimony ; 
their unclcannefs in apparel, diet, and lodg- 
ing ; and their contempt and Icorn of all 
things neceffary for the civil life of man, 

Thefe were the Irifli cuftoms which the How th^ 
Englifli colonies did embrace and ufe, after colonies 
they had reiedled the civil and honourable laws ^^^ 
and cuftoms of England, whereby they be- »te. 
came degenerate and metamorphofed, like 
Nebuchadnezzar ; who, although he had the 
face of a man, had the heart of a beaft : or 
like thofe who had drank of CirceV cup, and 
ivere turned into very hearts, and yet took 
fuch pleafure in their beaftly manner of life, 
M z as * 
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i$ iticy would not return to their (hape of met* 
again. Infomucb as, within lefs time than 
the age of a man, they bad no marks or dif- 
ferences left amongft them of that noble na- 
tion, from which they were defcendcd. For 
they not only forgot the Englifli language^ 
and fcorned the ufe thereof, but grew afliamed 
of their very Englifli names, though they 
were noble, and of great antiquity, and took 
Irifli firnames and nicknames. Namely, the 
two moft potent families of the Burkes in 
Connaught (after the houfe of the Red Eart 
failed of heirs-males) called their chiefe^ Mac 
William Eighter, and Mac William Ougbter. 
In the fame province, Bremitigham, Baron of 
Athenrie, called himfelf Mac Yoris ; Dexe* 
cefter, or De'exon, was called. Mac Jor- 
dan. Mangle, orde Angulo, took the name 
of Mac Coftelo. Of the inferior families of 
the Burkes, one was called Mac Hubbard^ 
another Mac David. In Munfter, of tlie 
great families of the Geraldines, planted 
tfhere, one was called Mac Morice, chief of 
the houfe of Lixnav^ ; and another, Mac Gib* 
bon, who was alfo called the White Knight. 
The chief of the Baron of Dunboyne's houfe,, 
who is a branch of the houfe of Ormond, toolc 
the firnames of Mae Pheris. Condon, of the 

county 
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county of Waterford, wais called MacMaioge: 
and Ardhdcacoti, of. the county of Kilkenny*, 
Mac Qdo. And this they did in contempt and 
hatred of the Engliih name and nation ; where- 
of thefe degenerate families became more mor- 
tal enemies than the mere Irifli. And whereas 
the ftate and government, being grown weak 
by their defection, did, to reduce tham to obe- 
dience, grant them many protedions and par- 
dons, (the cheapnefs whereof, in all ages, 
hath brought great difhonour and damage to 
thrfi commonwealth) they grew fo ungrate* 
ful and unnatural, as in the end they fcorned 
that grace and favour, becaufe the acceptance 
thereof did argue them to be fubjeds ; and 
they defired rather to be accounted enemies 
than rebels to the crown of England- 

Hereupon was that old verfe made, which 
I find written in the White Book*of the Ex- 
chequer, in a hand as ancient as the time of 
jKing Edward the Third, 

By graunting charten of peas, 
%o falie Eogliih withotiten les* 

This land (hall be mich undoo, 
But Goflipred, and alterage. 
And leefing of our language^^ 

Have mickely hold there (oo« 



* M,Xibr. icacc, tpukfifK 
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And therefore, in a clofe-roll in the Towenii 
i)earing this title, jilrticuli in Hibernia obfervandi^ 
we findthpfe two articles among others: -f* !• 
Jujliciarius Hibernia: non conadai perdonationes 
de morte hominis^ nee de roberiis^ftu inpendiis^ £^ 
quod de cceiero ceriificet dptninum Regent de nch 
minibus peteniium. %. bem^ ^od necjufiiciari^ 
us nee aliquis magnas Hibernia. concedat prote£li^ 
ones alicui contra pacem Regis exiHent. &fr. But 
now it is fit to look back, and conilder when 
^^^'^ the old Englilh colonies became fo degenerate ; • 
ihc Eng- and in what age they fell away into that Irifti bar- 
iiics^l»°" barifm, rejefting the Englifti laws and cufioms. 
tame de* Affuredly, by consparing the ancient annals of 
Jrelaqd with the records remaining here, and 
in the Tower of London, I do find that this 
general defedlion fell out in the latter end of 
the reigq pf King Edward the Second, and in 
the beginning of the reign of King Edward the 
Third. And all this' great innovation grew 
within the fpace of thirty years ; within the 
^ compafs of which time there fell out divers 
mifchievous accidents, whereby the whole 
kingdom was in a manner Ipft. For firft, Ed- 
ward de Bruce invaded Ireland with the Scot- 
The Scots tifli army, and prevailed fo f^r, as that he pof- 
Ifdsmd." ^^^^^ t^^^ maritime parts of Ulfter, marched 

up 

f 5 W. 3. m. ly 
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crp to the walls of Dublin, fpoiled the Ettglifti 
Pale, pafTed through Leinfter and Munfter, as 
far as Limrick, and was matter of the field in 
-every part of the kingdom. 

This happened in the tenth year of King 
Edward the Second, at which time the crown 
of England was weaker, and fufFered Tnore . 
difhonour in both kingdonjs, than it did at any 
time fince the Norman con^ueft. Then did 
the ftate of England fend* over John de Ho- 
iham to be treafurer here, with commiffion to 
call the great lords of Ireland together ; and 
to take of them an oath of affociatiop, that they 
Ihould loyally join together in life and death 
to preferve the right of the King of England, 
and to expei the common enemy. But thk 
treafurer brought neither men nor money to 
perform this fervicet 

At that time, though Richard Burke, Earl 
of Ulfter, (commonly called the Red Earl) 
was of greater power than any other fubjc(5l in 
Ireland, yet was he fo far ftricken in years, 
as that he was unable to manage the martial 
affairs as he had done during all the reign of 
King Edward the Fir ft ; having been general 
of the Irifti forces, not only in this kingdom, 
. jbutln the wars of Scotland, Wales, and Gaf- 

coigne. 

. ♦ Antudii Hibernia in Camden, 
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Defmond qolgnc. And therefore Maurice Fitz-Thoma?^ 
com- 9^ DefaioncJ, "being then the moft aftive noblfj- 
mander '^n ^^^ jj^ ^j^jg r^jm took upon him the chief 

the war ' r , 

aigainft the command in this war : for the fupport where- 
-^"* of, the revenue pf this land was far tooihort, 

and yet no fupply ot treafure was fent out of 

England. 
When and Then there was no meaos to maintain the 
how the army but by cefCng the foldiers \ipon the fub- 

extortion . ' i x /v . • r u • 

bfCoin ject, as the Inlh w6re wont to impofe toeir 
J"^Jj^J^^" bpnaught. Whereupon grew that wicked ex- 
among the tortion of Coin and Livery, fpoken of before ; 
ivhich iq a ftiort time baniib?d thf greateft part 
pfthe freeholders out of the county 9f Ker- 
ry, Limrick, Cork, and Waferford ; into whofe 
pofleflions Defmond, and his kinfmen, allies^ 
jind followers, which were then more ?rifli 
than Englifli, did enter, and appropriate ^hefe 
land? unto themfelves, Defmond himfelf. 
taking what fcopes he hked befl for his demef- 
ipes in every fpuntry, and referving an Irifli 
fuperiority put of the reft. And here, that 
} may verify and maintain by matter of record, 
that which is before delivered touching th^ 
nature of this wicked extortion, called Coia 
and Livery, and the manifold mifchiefs it did 
produce, I think it fit and and pertinent to in- 
fert the /preamble of the ftatute of the loth ot 

Henry 
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Henry the Seventh, c. 4, not printed, but fc-» 
forded in the Parliament-rolls of Dublin, in 
tfccfe words : " At the requeft and fupplicati-r 
^* on of the Commons of this land of Ireland, 
•'that wher« of longtime there hath been 
*f ufed and exadted by the lords and gentle- 
?' men of this land, m^ny and divers damna* 
^* blc cuftoms and ufages, which being called 
?* CkHn and Livery, and pay; thatis, horfe-meat, 
" and man's-mcat for the finding of their horfe- 
• * men and footmen ; and over that, four pence 
^' or fix pence daily to every of the^m, to be had 
** and paid of the poor earth- tillers and tenants* 
^'inhabitants of the faid land, without any 
V thing doing or paying therefore. Befides, 
^' many murders, robberies r^pes, and other 
*' manifold extortions and oppreffions, by the 
^' faid horfe-men and foot-men daily and 
^' nightly committed and done ; which have 
" been thp principal caufes of the defolation 
^* and deftrudtion' of the faid land, and haye 
f * brought the fame into ruin and decay, fo as 
*' thcmpftpartpf the Englifli freeholders, and 
" tenants of this land being departed out there- 
^* of, fome into the realm of England, and 
" other fome to other ft range lands; where- 
" upon the forefaid lords and gentlemen of 
J* this land have intruded into the faid fiee- 

^' holdors 
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** holders and tenants inheritances, and the 
^ fam^ keepeth and occupieth as their own 
" inheritances ; and fetteth under them in 
*' the fame land ^ the King's Irifh enemies, to 
" the diminifhirtg of Holy Church's rites, the 
•' defcrtion of the King, and his obedient 
** fubjeds, and the utter ruia_and defolation 
*' of the land : For reformation whereof, be 
•' it enacfted. That the King (hall receive a 
" fubfidy of twenty-fix (hillings and eight 
*' pence out of every one hundred and twenty 
'* acres of arable land manured, 6fr/* 

But to return to Thomas Fitz-Morice of 
Defmond : by this extortion of Coin and 
Livery, he fuddenly .gre\y from a mean to a 
mighty eftate; infomuch as the Baron Finglas, 
in hi3 Difcourfe of the Decay of Ireland, af- 
firmeth, that his ancient inheritance being not 
one thoufand merks yearly, he became able 
to expend every way ten thoufand pounds per ^ 
annum^ ' ' ' 

Thefe pofleffions, being thus unlawfully 
gotten, could not be maintained by the juft 
and honourable law of England, which would 
have reftored the true owners to their land 
again. And therefore this great man found 
no means to continue and uphold his ill pur- 
chafed greatnefs, but by rejefting the English 
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law and government, and afluming in lieq 
thereof^ the barbarous cuftoms of the Irifh. 
And hereupon followed the defedioh of thofe 
four (hires, containing the greateft part of 
Munfter, from the obedience of the law. 

In like manner (faith Baron Finglas). the 
Lord of Tipperary, perceiving how well the 
houfeof Defmond had thriven by Coin and 
Livery, and other Irifh exa<f\ions, began to 
hold the like courfe in the counties of Tip- 
perary and Kilkenny ; whereby he got greater 
fcopes of land, efpecially in Ormond, and 
raifed many Irilh exaftions upon the Englirti 
freeholders there ; wliich' made him fo potent 
and abfolute among them, as at that time they 
knew no other law than the will of their Lord- 
Befides, finding that the Earl of Defmond 
^excluded the ordinary mihifters of juftice, un- 
der colour of a royal liberty, which he 
claimed in the counties of Kerry, Cork, and 
Waterford, by .a grant of King Edward the 
Firft (as appeareih in a ^uo warranto, brought 
againft him, antjo iz Edw. L) the record 
whereof remaineth in Bremingham's Tower, 
among the common Plea-rolls there. 

This Lord alfo, in the third of Edward the 
Third, obtained a grant of the like liberty 
jn the county of Tipperary, whereby he got 

the 
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the law into his own hands, and (hut out the 
coramon law and juftice of the realm. 

And thus we fee that all Munfter fell away 
from the Englifh law and government in the 
end of the reign of King Edward the Second 
and in the beginning of the reign of King 
Edward the Third. Again, about the fame 
time, viz. in the aoth year of King Edward 
the Second, when the ftate of England was 
well nigh ruined by the rebellion of the ba- 
rons, and the government of Ireland utterly 
The rifing neglcifled, there arofein Leinfter one of the Ca* 
Murrogh vanaghcs, named Donald Mac Art, who named 
and o himfelf Mac Murrogh, King of Leinfter, and 
Leinftpr. pofleffed himfelf of the county of Cathcrlogh, 
and of ;he great^ft. part of the county of Wex- 
ford.* And (hortly after, Lifagh O Moore 
called himfelf O Moore, took eight caftlcs in 
one evening, d^ftroyed Dunamefe, the prin- 
Thcde- cipal houfe of the Lofd Mortimer, in Leix, 
[oft of^a^ recovered that whole county, De fervo Domi" 
great part nuSy de fubjeSo priffceps effis&us, faith friar 
fier. • " Ciynne, in his Annals, f 

Befides, the Earl of Kildare, imitating bis 
coufin of Defmond, did not omit to make thq 
like ufe of Coin and Livery in Kildare, and 

* Annales Hihernia in Camdetf, 
X, Annales. JobaH% Qjfnne. Manuf». 
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the Weft part of Meth, which brought the 
like barbarifm into thofe parts. And thus a 
great part of Leinfter was loft, and fell away ; 
from the obedience of the crown, near about 
the time before exprefled. 

Again, in the feventh year of King Edward The Earl 
the Third, the Lord William Burke, Earl of ^^^'^*^;: 

' ' murdered- 

Ulfter, and Lord of Connaught, was treacher- 
oufly murdered by his own fquires at Knock- 
fergus, leaving behind him, unicam ^ unius 
anni filiam (faith Friar Clynne.*) Immedi- 
ately upon the murder committed, the Coun- 
tefs, with her young daughter, fled into Eng- 
land ; fo as the government of that country 
was wholly negleiled, until that young lady 
being married to Lionel Duke of Clarence, 
that Prince came over with an army, to re- 
cover his wife's inheritance, and to reform 
this kingdom, anno 36 of Edward the Third. 
But in the mean time what became of that 
great inheritance, both in Ulfter and Con- 
naught > Affuredly, in Ulfter, the fept of The Ear!- 
Hugh Boy O^Neal, then poflefling Glaucou- J^^.f ^^^ 
keyn and Killeightra in Tyrone, took the og- covered 
portunity, and, palfing over the Bann, did firftf ihOi/ 

expel 

f jfnnalfs 'Johan, Cljnne. Manuf. 

*f» Abridgement of Sal us Pot>uli, Mamtf. BarM Finglas* 
Marntf, 
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fexpel the EngliQi out of the barony of Tuf- 
card, which is now called the Rout ; and like-^ 
ivife out of the Glynnes, and other lands, a» 
far as Knockfergus ; which country, or extent 
of land, is at this day called the Lower Clan 
Hugh Boy. And (hortly after that, they came 
up into the preat Ardes, which the Latin 
writers call AUitudines Ultoni^, and was then 
the inheritance of the Savages ; by whom 
they were valiantly refifted for divers years: 
but at iaft, for want of caftles and fortifica- 
tions (for the faying of Henry Savage menti- 
oned in every ftory, is very memorable. That 
a caftle of bones was better than a caftle of 
ftones) the Englifti were over-run by the mul- 
titude of the Irifli: fo as about the 30th of 
king Edward the Third, * fome few years be- 
fore the arrival of the Duke of Clarence, the 
Savages were utterly driven out of the Great 
Ardes, into a little nook of land near the river 
of Stranford ; where they now poflefs a little 
territory, called the little Ardes ; and their 
greater patrimony took the name of the Upper 
Clan Hugh Boy, from the fept of Hugh Boy 
0*NeaI, who became invaders thereof. 
The de* ^^r Contiaught, fome of the younger bran- 
^aionof ^\^Q. of the family of the Burked, being 
naught. planted 

* Annales Hiiermi^ in Camden* 
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planted there by the Red Earl and his ancef^ 
tors, feeing their chief to be cut off and dead 
without heir male, and no man left to govern 
or protect that province, intruded prefently 
into all the Earrs lands, which ought to have 
been feized into the King's hands, by reafon 
of the minority of the hein And within a (hort 
fpace, two of the moft potent among them 
divided that great lordlhip betwixt them : the 
one taking the name of Mac William Ought- 
cr ; and the other of Mac William Eighter ;* 
as if the Lord William Burke, the laft Earl of 
Ulfter, had left two fons of one name behind 
him to inherit that lordlhip in courfe of gavel- 
kind. But they well knew, that they 'were 
but intruders upon the King's pofleflion dur- 
ing the minority of the heir ; they knew thofe 
lands were the rightful inheritance of that 
young lady; and confequently^, that the law 
of England would fpeedily evi(ft them out of 
their ppfleflion ; and therefore, they held it 
the beft policy to caft off the yoke of Eng- 
li(h law, and to become mere Irilh : and ac- 
cording to their example, drew all the reft of 
the Englilh in that province to do the like ; 
fo as from thenceforth they fufFered their pof- 
feffions to run in courfe of taniftry and gavel- 
kind. 

♦ Baron Fingla $. Manufcripf^ 
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kiiid. They changed their names, iarigiiagei 
and apparel, and all their civil manners and 
cuftoms of living, Laftly, about the 25th 
year of King Edward the Thirds* Sir Rich- 
ard de Clare was flain in Thomond, and all 
the Englifli colonies there utterly fupplantedi 
ThuSj in that fpace of time which was be- 
tween loth year of King Edward the Second^ 
tod 30th year of King Edward the Third, (I 
fpeak within compafs) by the concurrence of 
the mifchiefs before recited,, all the old Eng* 
Ii(h colonies in Munfter, Corinaught> and Ul* 
fter, and more than a ,thitd part of Leinfter^ 
became degenerate, and. fell away from the 
crown of England ; fo as only the four ftiires 
of the Englifli Pale remained under the obe^ 
dience of the law ; and yet the borders of thfe 
inarches thereof were grown unruly, and out 
of order too, being fubjeft to black rents and 
tribute of the Irifti ; which was a greater de- 
fedlion than when ten or twelve tribes depart- 
ed and fell away from the Kings of Judah.. 
courfes But was not the ftate of England fenfiblcf 
ti^r" of this lofs and difhonour ? Did not they en^ ' 
reform this deavour to recover the land that was loft, and 
fince ^thc to rcducc the fubjeds to their obedience > , 

Englilh 

colonies Tt-nlir 

became ^ ^^^J^ 

^^^Senc-* * ^irwfe Hiterni^ Gkatndeiu 
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Truly King Edward the Secohd,< by the in- Edw. 11. 
ciirfions of the Scottiih nation, and by the in- 
furrediori of his baroits; who raifed his wife 
and fon againft him, and in the end depofed 
him, was diverted, dnd ulferly difabled to re- 
form the diforders of Ireland. But as foon as 
the crown of England was transferred to King Klftg Ed- 
Edward the Third, though he was yet in his q-^^^j ^^^ 
minoriiy, the ftate there began to look ihtofirft«ndea- 
thc dcfperate .fituation of things here ; and formationy 
finding fuch a general defscSlion,* letters were 
ferit from the King to the great men arid pre;- 
lates, fequiriog them particularly to fwear . 
fealtyi to the crown of England. 

Shortly after. Sir Anthony Lucie, a perfon Sir Antho- 
bf'great authority in England in thofe days, °^ 
was fedt over to work a refbrmatlon in this 
kingdom, by a fevere coulrfe ; and to that end 
the King wrote exprefsly to the Earl of UI- 
ftor,- mid others of the nobility, to aflifthim^ 
as is beforij remembered. Preferitly; upon 
his arrival, he artefted Maurice FitzrThomas, 
Earl of Defmond, and Sir William Breming- 
ham, and committed them prifoners to the 
Caftle of Dublin :t where Sir William Bre- 
mingham was executed for treafon, ^though 
' N the 

• Archiv. Turn 2 E, ^, clauf. perf. i. x«. i6. 
t AnnaUs Hiteputt in Camden, 



X 



Refump- 



( Ht ) 

the Earl of Oefmoiid was left to jnaiDprize, 
iipoa condittott he diotdd appear be&Hc the 
King by a certain day^ ^^ « the mean tiaie 
to ocxntinue loyil. 

After this, the King being adTertifed that 
ike over-large grants of lands an4 liberties 
made to the lor4s of Englifli blood in irdanA, 
made ihem fo infbla?it« that &cy fcdrned to 
obey (JK^ law and die magiftraie, did afafiafaike- 
ly refume all fuch grants as isibefove declared. 
Su.t the Earl of Deftnoad> above aU men, 
faufid himfeif grieved' with this netiiunptiQn^ 



tion<»f li. or repeal of liberties; and dfidased his drfr 
sHke and difcontencpieht, infomnch. as? be.dld 
hotocdy refuie to come to a pajiiamenLaC Dub- 
lin^ fummoned by Sif Wiiliam Morris^ I>epu»- 
ty to the Lord John Daixy, the King-s Lieu^ 
tenant ; but (as we have faid before), he raifed 
fWch difiention betw^den dnp Ecigltfti^of blood 
and the En^iih of birth, as the Uk^ was ne- 
ver Jeen from the time of ti» firft planting of 
our nation in irehaid* And in ibis .&dHou8 . 
and leditioas humbur he drew the Carl of Kil* 
dare,'^ and the reft of the nobility, with tfaa 
citaaens and burgeflles of the principal towns, 
to hold a feveral parliament i^ ihemfiBives at 
Kilkenny ; where they framed certain articles 

againft 
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againft the Deputy, and tranfmitted the fame 
into England to the King. 

Hereupon Sir Ralph U^Tord, wh© had lately Sir Ralph 
before married the Countefs of Utfter, a man °^^' 
of courage arid feverity, was made Lord Juf* 
lice ;♦ who forthwith calling a parliament, 
fent a ipecial commandment to the Earl of 
Defmond to appear in that great council ; but 
the Earl wilfiiHy refufed to come. Where- 
upon the Lord Juftice i-aifed the King*s ftand- 
ard,"t and inarching with an army into Mun* 
iter, feiz^ into the Kin^s hands ztil the pof- 
feffions of the Earl, took and executed hia 
principal followers, Sk Euftace le Poer, Sir 
William Graunt, and Sir John Q>tlerdl ; for* 
ced the Earl hinrfelf to fly and 4urk, till twen- 
ty-'fix noblemen and knights -became mainper-^ 
nors for his appearance at a certain day pre- 
fixed : 6m he making default the fecond time, 
the uttnoft advantage was taken agatnft his 
fureties. Befides, at the fame time, this 
Lord Jtfftke caufed the Eari of Kildareto be 
arrefted, and committed to tbeCIaftle of Dub- * 

Kn : indited aod imprifoncd nrniy other difo- ^ 
bedient fubjeds i catled in, and cancelled 
fueh charters ^ were lately before^refumed ; 
N fls and 

• AnnaUs J$hannis Cfyitne, MaMtjf* , 

f A9kaUs HibtmHt in CawKkn. ' I, 
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and proceeded every way fo roundly and fe- 

verely, as the nobility, which were wont to 

fuffer no controlment, did much diftafte him ; 

and the commons^ who in this land have ever 

been more devoted to their immediate lords 

here, whom they faw every day, than unto 

their fovereign Lord and King, whom they 

•never faw, fpake ill of this Governor, as 

• of a rigorous and cruel man ^ though in troth 

he was a Angular good jufticer ; and, if he had 

not died in the fecond year of his government, 

was the likelieft perfon of that age to have 

reformed and reduced the degenerate Englifh 

colonies lo their natural obedience of the 

crown of England. 

MerFcr Thus much then we may obferve by the 

Thomas, ^^V* that Moricf* Fitz-Tbomas, the firft Earl 

EvUii • ^^ D^fmond, was Oie firft, Englifh Lord that 

Defmond, i'mpofcd Coin and Livery upon the King^s 

of the great fubjeds; and the firft that raifed his eftate to 

oppreih- immoderate greatnefs, by that wicked extor- 

diiFenfions tion and oppreflion ; that he was the firft that 

ilroycd ^" rejeded the Ehglifti laws and government, 

the Eng- ^j^ j^g^ Others, by his example, to do the 

liflicolo- ' / 

nies. }ike ; that he was the firft peer of Ireland 
that refufed to come to the parliament fum- 
TOoned by the King's authority ; that he was 
the firft that made a divifion and diftin(flioa 

between 
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between the Englifti of blood and the Englifli 
of birth. 
And as this Earl was the only author and ^^^ ^?^r 

•^ tuneofth« 

• firft aftor of thefe mifchiefs which gave the houfe of 
greateft impediment to the full conqueft of 
Ireland ; fo it is to be noted, that albeit 
others of his rank afterwards offended in the 
fame kind, whereby their houfes were many 
times in danger of ruin, yet was there not 
ever any noble houfe of Englifli race in Ire- 
land utterly deftroyed and finally rooted 
.out by the hand of juftice, but the houfe of 
Defmond only ; nor any peer of this realm 
ever put to death (though divers have been 
attainted) but Thomas Fitz-James the Earl . 
of Defmond only ; and only for thofe wicked 
cuftoms brought in by the firft Earl, and 
pradlifed by his pofterity, though by feveral , 

laws they were made high-treafon. And 
therefore, though in the '7 th of Edward the 
Fourth, during the government of the Lord 
Tiptoft, Earl of Worcefter, both the Earls 
of Defmond apd Kildare were attainted by 
parliament at Drogheda, for alliance and 
foA^ring with the Irifli, and for taking Coin' 
and Livery of the King's fubjefts, yet was 
Defmond only put to death ; for the Earl of 

Kildare 
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Kildare received his pardon. And albeit 
the fon of this Earl of Pefmond, who loft his 
Tjje head at Drogheda^ was reftored to the Earl.- 
^^"kof" ^^^ y^^ could not the King's grace rege- 
Ireland. nerate obedience in that degenerate houfe ; 
^^ ' * but it grew rather more wild and barbarous 
than before: for from ihenceforth they re- 
claimed a ftrange privilege: " That the Earls 
*' of Defmond (hould never come to any 
^* parliament or grand council, or within any 
** walled town, but at their will and plea- 
^* fure.*' Which pretended privilege, James 
Earl of Defmond, the father of Girald, the 
laft Earl, renounced and furrendered, by 
his deed in the Chancery of Ireland, in the 
5ad of Henry the Eighth. At which time, 
among the mere Ififli, he fubmitted himfelf 
to Sir Anthony Saint Leger, then Lord- 
Deputy, took an oath of allegiance, cove- 
nanted that he would fuffcr the law of Eng-? 
land to be executed in his country, and alfift 
the King's judges in their circuits; and if 
any fubfidies (hould be granted by parlia- 
ment, he would permit the fame to be levied 
upon his tertants and followers: which co- 
venants arc as ftrange as the privilege itfelf, 
fpoken of before. But that .which I conceive 

moft 
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moft worthy of obfervation »poii tiie fortunes 
of the houfe of Defmoncl is this ; That as 
Morice Fiu-Thomas, the iSrft £arl» did firft 
r^fe the greatoefs of that houfe, bjr Iriih ev 
anions and opprefliens ; fo' Girald^ the laft 
Earl, did at laft ruin and reduce it to nothing, 
by ufing the like extortions. For certala it 
15^ that the firft occafion of his rebellion grew 
from hence: That when he attempted to 
charge the Decies in ^he county of Water- 
ford with Coin and Livery, Black Rents, and 
Coftieri^s, after the Iriih manner, he was re** 
fifted by the Earl of Ormonde and, ufsoa an 
encounter, overthrown and taken prifoner; 
which made his heart fo unquiet, as it eafily 
conceived treafen againft the crown, aod 
brought fonh a<flu£d and (^n rebellion,^ 
wherein he peri&ed himfelf, and made a final 
extinguiihment of his houfe and honour. \ 

Oppreflion and extortion did maintain the 
greattiefs ; and opprefiion and^ extortion did 
extinguifti the greatnefs of that houfe : which 
may well be exprefled by the old emblem of 
a torch turned downwards, with this word, 
^Modme alit, epetinguU. 

Now let us return to the courfe of refor- 
mation held and purfued here after the death 
of Sir Ralph Uflford, which happened in the 

tweo- 
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twentieth year of King "Edward III. After 
which time, albeit ail thfe power and coupfe^ 
of England was converted towards the con- 
queft of France, yet was not the work of re^ 
formation altogether difcontinued. For, in 
the 25th year of King Edward the Third, Sir 
Thomas Rookeby, another worthy governot, 
whom I have before named, held a Parlia-: 
ment at Kilkenny, wherein mapy excellent 
laws were propounded and enaifted for the re-: 
ducing of the Englifli Colonies to their ober 
dience ; which laws we find enrolled in the 
remembrancer's office here ; and differ not 
much in fubftance from thofe other ftatutes of 
Kilkenny, which not long after (during the 
The government of Lionel Duke of Clarence) 
reformatU were not only ena6^ed, but put in execution. 
T Th ^^^^ noble Prince having married the daugh^ 
Lionel ter and heir of Ulfter, and being likewife^^a 
Parencc. co-partncr of the county of Kilkenny, in the 
thirty-fixth year of King Edward, the Third, 
came over the King's Lieutenant, attended 
with a good retinue of martial men, as is be- 
fore remembered, and a grave and honour- 
able council, as well for peace as for war. 
But becaule this army was not of a competent 
ftrength to break and fubdue all the Irifli 
(although he quieted the borders of the Ehg- 

lifti 
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Ufli Pale, an4 held all Ireland in awe with his 
name and prefence), the principal fervice that 
he intended was, to reform the degenerate 
EngU(h Colonies, and to reduce them to obe- 
dience of the Englifh law and magiftrate. To 
that end, in thp fortieth year of King Edward 
the Third, he held that famous Parliament at 
Kilkenny, wherein many notable laws were 
enaded, which do ffaew and lay open (for 
the law doth beft difcover enormities) how 
much the Engliih Colonies were corrupted at 
that time, and do infallibly prove that which 
is laid down before, that they were wholly 
degenerate, and fallen away from their obe- 
dience. For firft, it appeareth by the pre- 
amble of thefe laws, that the Engliih of this 
realm, before the coming over of Lionel Duke 
of Clarence, were at that time become mere 
Iri(h in their language, names, apparel, and all 
their manner of living, and had rejedled the 
Englifli laws, and fubmitted themfelves to the 
Irifh, with whom they had many * marriages 
and alliances, which tended to the utter ruin 
and deftruiStion of the commonwealth : there- 
fore, alliance by marriage, nurture of infants, 
and goffipred with the Irifli, are by this f fla- , 

tutc 
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tote made bigh-treagfiMi. Ag^rn, if 3»y 
of Eng}iih race (houM ufe an Irifti name, IrUh 
kngnage^ or Irifb apparel^ or my other gnife 
or faAiion of the Irifli ; if he bad iMds or te- 
netnemsy the fame fiiould be fehsed till be bad 
given fecuriiy to the Chancery, tocomform 
bimfelf in aFI pcrnits to the Enj^tfli maooer of 
Itving ;. and if he bad no l3Dd% his body Ufasi 
to be taken and impriioQed fUl he found i«re* 
ties as afore&id* 

Again, k was eftabKdied 4nd connnanded, 
that the EngHih in alt rbeif oonlroveriles ihould 
be rnled and goveriKd by the oommon kw 
of England : and if ^ny did ftibmift hknfeK 
to the Brehon law, or March kw, he ftiould 
be adjudged a traitor. 

Again, becaufe the Engliih al that time 
noade war and peace with the bordering ene- 
my at their pkaftire, they were exprcfly pro- 
hibited to levy ymr upoa the Irifli, without 
fpecial warrant and dire^on from the Hate. 

Again, it w;aa made penal to the Engtilh 
to permit the IriA to ereaght or graze upon 
their lands* : to prefent them to ecclefiaftk- 
cal benefices ; to receive them into any mo- 
naftcries, or religious boufes^ or to entertain 
any of their minftrels, rhymers, or news- 
tellers : 

* Statutes of Kslktnnjf C. 12, 13, 1$, 17,1*^ WJI4. 
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tellers : to impof« or aflefs any horfe or foot 
upon the Engltih fubjeds againft their wilU 
was made felony. And becaufe the great li- 
berties of franchifes fpoken of before were 
become fan<5luaries for all malefa<flors» ex- 
prefs power was given to the King's Sheriffs 
to eater into all franchifes^ and there to ap- 
prehend all felons and traitors. And lailly, 
becaufe the great lords^ when they levied 
forces for the public fervice, did lay unequal 
burthens upon the gentlemeaand free^lders, 
it was ordained> that four Wardens of the 
peace in every county fhouU fet down and , 
appoint what men and armour every maa 
ihould bear» according to his freehold^ or ' . 
other ability of his eftate* 

Thefe, and other laws> tencUng to a gene- The fta- 
ral reformation, were enafted iathat Parlia- KuTcmiy 
ment : and the execution of thefe laws, to-. «l'^ ra«c^» 
gether with the prefence of the King*s fon, degenerate 
made a notable alteration in the ftate andi ^ 
manners of this people within the fpace of 
ieven years, which was the term*of this 
prince's lieutenancy. 

For all the difcourfes that I have feen of 
the decay of Ireland do agree in this, that 
the prefence of the Lord Lionel, and thefe 
ftatutes of Kilkenny, did reftore the Englifli 

govern- 
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government in the degenerate cofouies for divers 
years. And the ♦ ftatute of the tenth of Hen- 
ry the Seventh, which reviveth and confirm- 
eth the ftatutes of Kilkenny, doth confirm 
as much. For it declareth, " That as Jong 
as thefe laws, were put in ufe and ' execu- 
tion, this land continued in profperity and ho- 
nour : and fince they were not executed, the 
fubjecfls rebelled and digrefled from their al- 
legiance, and the land fell to ruin and defo- 
Jation." And withal we find the efFeA of thefe 
laws in the Pipe-rolls and Plea-rolls of this 
kingdom : for, from the thirty-fixth of Ed- 
ward the Third, when this Prince ent<?red 
. into his government, till the begit}ning pf 
Richard the. Second's reign, we find the re- 
venue of the Crown both certain and cafual in 
Uifter, Munfter, and Connaught, accounted 
for; and that the King's Writ did run, and 
the common law was executed in all of thefe 
provinces. 1 join with thefe laws the perfo- 
"rhe pre* n^l pre fence of the King's fon, as a concurrent 
h Ki ' caufe of this reformation : '• Becaufe thepeo- 
ion did pie of this land, both Englilh and Irifli, out of 
\ance'th€ a natural pride, did ever love and defire to be 
^^j,^'"*'^^''" governed by great perfons." And, therefore 
I may here juftly take occafion to note, that 

firft 

♦ Smt. 10 Hen. 7. C. 8. 
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firft the abfence of the Kings ot England, and Abfence 

^ of our. 

next the^ abfence ofthofe great lords who Kings and 

were inheritors of thofe mighty fegniories of ^^gjjg, 

Leinfter, Ulfter, Connaught, and Meth, have Loj^> » 

^ chielcaufe 

been maia caufes why this kingdom was not why the 
reduced in fo many ages. So'iTe- 

Touching the abfeqce of our Kings, three ^^'^^^^^^^ 
of them only fince the Norman Conqueft have Abfence 
made royal journies into this land ; ndmely, ^ingt. 
King Henry the Second, King John, and King 
Richard the Second. And yet they no fooner 
arrived here, but that all the Irifti (as if they 
had been but one man) fubmitted themfelves,' 
took oaths of fidelity, and gave pledges and 
hoftages to continue loyal ; and, if any of thofe 
Kings had continued here in perfon a compe- 
tent time,, till they had fettled both Englilh 
and Iri(h in their feveral poffeffions, and had 
fet the law in a due courfe throughout the 
kingdom ; thefe times wherein we live had 
not gained the honour of the final conqueft 
and reducing of Ireland. For the King (faith 
SoXomon) dijftpat omne malum intuitu fuo. But 
when Mofes was abfent in the mount, the peo- 
ple committed idolatry : and when there was 
no King in Ifracl, every man did what, feem- 
td beft in his own eyes. 

And 
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And therefore wfcen Alexander tad con- 
q\3ered the Baft part of tlie world, anddemand- 
ed of one irbat was the fitteft place ibr the 
feat of his empire, he brought and laid a dry 
bide before %im, nnA defired him to fet his 
foot on the one fide theteof ; which being 
done, all the other parts of the hide did rife up : 
but When he ^id fet hfe ftaot in the middle of 
the hide, all the -otiier parts^lay flat and even : 
which was ^ lively dcmonftration that if a 
Prince -keep h-is-refidence in the border of his 
dominions, the remote parts will eafily rife 
and rebel againft him ; but if he make the 
cemre thereof Ws feat, he fhall eafily keep 
them in peace and obedience. 
The tb- Touching the abfence of the great lords : 
^the^^Jt ^'^ writers do impute the decay and lofs of 
En^liih Leinfter to the abfence of the Englifti lords, 
who married the five daughters of William 
Marlhall, Earl of Pembroke (to whom that 
great fcigniory defcended), when his five fons, 
who inherited the fame * fucceflively, and 
during their times held the fame in peace and 
obedience to the law of England, were all 
dead without iffue: which happened about 
the fortieth year of King Henry the Third : 
for the eldeft being married to Hugh Bigot, 

Earl 
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£ari of ii£orC(>lk» who, in right jof liis ivtf^, 
liad the MarfliaUhlp c^ Eoglaod ; the fecond» 
-lo WaiveadeM9iuatd)cniey« wbofe ibledaugh- 
ter and heir was outdaed to WiHiamde Valenr 
ila^ half broither to King Henry IK. ivho by 
ihat matdi was niade Ead of Pembroke ; the 
«tbkd« to Gilbert ile Clare, Earl ^f Gkiucefler ; 
the fourth, to William Ferrers, Earl of Darby ; 
the fi6!i, to WUliamde Bruce, Lord of Brieck« 
tiock. Thefe great lords having greater iri«- 
.boritancses iin (their own right in England th«tt 
j&ey |>ad in Irdaod in rtg^ of i^r wiir^ 
(and y^^ach of the od-paitners had ap intire 
cottnty afiotied ior her purparty, as is before 
deolaarediX could not be drawn to make their 
fterfenal refidence in «his iu^gdom, but ma- 
iiaged thicir »eftiiics here by their fcnefchals 
^i»d ifervants. And .to deiend ^hetr territorits 
^ainft the bordering Iri(h, they entertained 
ipme of tf» natives, who pretended aperpe- 
iUial tilieioihofeigreat lordflwps. For die Irifii, 
^mt a thoufand oonc^fis and attainders by 
om law, would in ihofe days pretend title ftiH, 
bocaule by (die Iriih law no m^n could forfeit 
hifi land. Tiicfe iiativ^es, taking the opportu- 
nity m weak and defperate times, ufurpei 
tbofc feigniories * ; and fo Donald Mac Art 

Cavanagh, 
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Cavanaghj being entertained by the Eafl 6f 
Norfolk, made himfelf lord of the county of 
Gather logh ; arid Liiagh 0'Moore,> being truft- 
ed by the Lord Mortimer, who married the 
daughter and heir of the Lord Brucef, made 
himfelf lord of the lands in Leix,^ in the 
latter end of King Edward the Second's reign, 
as is before declaf ed< 

Again, the decay and loffs of Ulfter artd 
Connaught is attributed to this ; that the Lord 
William Burke, the laft earl of that name, 
died without ifltie male.; whofe anceftors, 
namely the Red Earl and Sir Hugh De Laey, 
before him, being perfonally refident^ held 
up their greatnefs there, and kept the Englifli 
in peace, and the Irifh in awei but when 
ihofe provinces defcended upon an heir fe- 
male, and an infant, the Irifh over-ran Ulfter, 
and the younger branches of the BurTdes ufurp- 
ed Connaught. And therefore the ^ordinance 
made in England, the third of Richard IL 
againft fuch as were abfent from their lands 
in Ireland, and gave two-third parts of the 
profits thereof unto the King, until they re- 
turned, or placed a fufficient number of men 
to defend the fame, was grounded upon good 
reafon of ftate : which ordinance was put in 

execu- 

t ^rcBiv. Tkrn Rot, Farliam. n, 42. 
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execution for many years after, as appeareth 
by fundry fcizures made thereupon, in the 
time of King Richard II. Henry IV. Henry 
V. and Henry VL whereof there remain re- 
cords in the Remembrancer's office hexe*. 
Among the reft, the Duke of Norfolk himfelf 
was not fpared, but was impleaded upon this 
ordinance, for two parts of the profits of Dor- 
bury's Ifland, and other l^nds in the county 
of Wexford, in the time of fcing Henry VI. 
And afterwards, upon the fame reafon of ftate, 
all the lands of the houfe of Norfolk, of the 
Earl of Shrewfbury, the Ldrd Berkley, and 
others, who having lands in Ireland, kept 
their continual refidence in England, were in- 
tifely refumcd by the -1: A£t of Abfentees, 
made in the twenty-eighth year of King Hen- 
ry the Eighth. 

But now again,^ let us look back and fee 
how long the cfFeA of that reformation did 
continue, which was begun by Lionel Duke 
of Clarence, in the fortieth year of King Ed- 
ward III. and what coutfes have been held 
to reduce and reform this people by other 
Lieutenants and Governors fmce that time. 

O The 

• Arcbiv* in officl Rennm. Dublin. 
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The Englifli calonies, being in. fome gdod 
liieafure reformed by the ftatutes of Kilk^iny, 
did not utterly fall away into barbarifm again, 
till the wars of the two Houfes had almoft 
deftroyed both thefe kingdoms ; for in that 
mtferable time the Irifti found opportunity, 
without oppofition, to banilh the Englifti law 
and government out of all the provinces, and 
to confine it only to the Englifli Pale : how- 
beit, in the mean time, between the govern- 
ment of the Duke of Clarence and the be- 
ginning of thofe civil- w^s of York and Lan* 
cafter, we find that the ftate of England did 
fundry times refolve to^ proceed in this work 
oif reformation. 
There- For firft King Richard IL fent -oyer Sir 
intendeT Nicholas Dagworth to furvcy the pofleflions 
by King ^f ^|jg Crown, and to call to account the offi* 

Richard 

». cers of the revenue; * next (to draw his 

Englifli fubjeds to manure and defend their 
lands in Ireland) he made that ordinance 
againft abfentees, fpoken of before. Again, 
he fhewed an excellent example of juftice 
Upon Sir PhiKp Courtnfey, being his Lieute- 
nant of thk kingdom, when he caufed him to 
be arretted by fpecial Commiffioners, upon 

com- 

♦ ArchifO* Turr. 3 Rich* a. cl. «r. 3, 3 RUb. I. i?#f. 
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tompjflint jSade of fundry grievous' oppref- 
fions and wrongs, which, during his govern* 
nsent, he had tlone unto that people. 

After this, ihe Parliament of England did 
fefolvc f that Thomas Duke of Glouceftcr^ 
the King's unde, fhould be employed in the 
reformation and deducing of that kingdom : 
the :l^iiie wheiieof was no fooner .bruited in 
Ireland, hixt dl the IrHh were ready to fub- 
mit them:felve8 before his coming : fo much 
th^v&y tmme of ai great perfonage, efpeci- 
aUy of a Prince of the blocxi, did ever pre-^ 
vati with this people. But the King and his 
iBinioiis, who were ever jealous of this Duke 
of Gfoiscefter, would not fuffet him to have 
the honour of that fervtce. But the King 
himfelf fliought it a work worthy of his own 
prefence and pains : and, thereupon, himfelf 
in perfon made thofe two royal journies men- 
tionfed befodre : at which time he received the 
fubfliiffions of all the Iri(h lofds and captains, 
who bound tiiemfelves both by indenture and 
oath to become and continue his loyal fub- 
jeds. And withal, laid a particular project 
for a civil plantation of the mountains and 
maritiine coutities betwefen Dublin and Wex- 
ford, by removing all the Iriih fcpts from 
O z thence^ 
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thence, as appeareth by the covenants bettveen 
the Earl Marftial of England and thofc Irilh 
fepts, which are before remembered, and are 
yet prefcrved and remain on record in the 
King's Remembrancer's office 'at Weftminfter. 
Laftly, this King, being prefent in Ireland, 
took fpecial care to fiipply: and furnifti the* 
courts of juftice with able and fufficient judg- 
es ; and to that end he made th^t grave and 
learned judge, Sir William Hankcford, Chief- 
juftice of the King's Bench here, (who after- 
terwards, for his fervice in this realm, was 
made Chief Juftice of the King's Bench in 
England,* by King Henry IV.) and did withal 
afiociate unto him William Sturmy, a well- 
learned man in the law, who likewife came 
out of England with the King, that the legal 
proceedings (^vhich were out of order too, as 
all other things in that realm, were) might be 
amended, and made formal, according to the 
courfe and prefidents of England. But all the* 
good purpofes and projeds of this King were 
interrupted and utterly defeated by his fudden 
departure out of Ireland, and unhappy depo^ 
fition from the Crown of England. 
Therefor- Howbeit, King Henry the Fourth, intend- 
mation in- jj^^ Hkewife to profecute this noble work, in 

fended by ° 

Hen. IV. the 
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the third year of his reign, made the Lord 
Thomas of Lancafler, his fccond fon, Lieute-^ 
nant of Ireland ; who i:ame over in perfon, and 
accepted again the fubmiflions of divers Irifli 
lords and captains, as is before remembered; 
and held alfo a Parliament, wherein he gave 
new life to the ftatutcs of Kilkenny, and made 
other good laws pending to the reformation of 
the kingdom. But th^ troubles raifed againft 
the King his father in England drew him home 
again fo foon^ as that feed of reformation took 
no root at all ; neither had his fcrvice in that 
kind any good efFe<3 or fuccefs. 

After this the ftate of. England had no lei^ 
fure to think ot a general reformation in this 
realm, till the civil diffentions of England were, 
appeafed, and the peace of that kingdom fetr 
tied by King Henry the Seventh, 

For, albeit, in the time of King Henry the 
Sixth, Richard Duke of York, a Prince of 
the blood, of great wifdom and valour, and 
heir to a third part of the kingdom at leaft, 
being Earl of Ulfter and Lord of Connaught 
and Meth, was fent the King's Lieutenant 
into Ireland, to recover and reform that 
realm, where he was refident in perfon for thi? 
greateft part of ten years ; yet the truth is, hcv 
aimed at another mark, which was the Crown 

of 
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of England : and therefore he thought it na 
policy to difguft either the EngUfli or Irifh by 
a courfe of reformation, but fought by all 
•means to pleafe them, and by popular courfi^s 
to fteal away their hearts, to the end he might 
ilrengthen his party, when he fhould fet on 
foot his title, as is before declared. Which 
policy of his took fuchefFedb, as^thac he drew 
over. with him into England the flower of all 
the Englilh colonies, (^fpecially of Ulfter and 
Meth, whereof many noblemen and gentle- 
men were flain with him at Wakefield (as is 
likewife before remembered). And after his 
death, when the wars between the Houfes 
were in their heat, almoft all the good«£ngIi(h 
blood which was left in Ireland was fpent in 
tbofe civil diflentions ; fo as the Irilh became 
vidtorious over all, without blood or fweat ; 
only that Kttle canton of land called the Eng^ 
li(h Pale, containing four fmalf ftiires^ did 
maintain a bordering war with the Irifti, and 
retain theform of EngUfli government. 

But out of that little precind there were 
no lords, knights, or burgeffes, fummoned to 
the parliament ; neither did the King's vrrit 
run in any other part of the kingdom : and 
yet upon the marches and borders, which at 
that lime were grown fo large that they took 

^ up 
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up half Dublin, half Meth, and a third part 
of Kildare and Lowth, there was no law in 
ufe but the march-law, which, in the ftatutes 
of Kilkenny, is faid to be no law, but a lewd 
cuftom. 

So that, upon the end of thefe civil wars in 
England, the Englifli law and government was 
well nigh baniftied out of Ireland, fo that no 
foot*ftep or pript was left of any former re- 
formation. \ 

Then did King Henry the Seventh fend The 
over Sir Edward Poynings to be his Deputy, reformati- 
a right worthy fervitor both in war and peace, °" ^5^^ 

The principal end of his employment was Edward 
to expel Perkin Warbeck out of this king- ,n^the*rime 
4om; but, that fervice being performed, that ^ ^^{S. 
worthy Deputyj,^ finding nothing but a com- 
mon mifery, took the beft courfe he poflibly 
could to efiabliih a commonwealth in Ireland ; 
and to that end he held a parliament no lefs 
famous than that of Kilkenny, and more 
available for the reformation of the whole 
kingdom. For, whereas all wife men did 
ever concur in opinion, that the readied way 
to reform Ireland was to fettle a form of civil 
government there, conformable to that of 
England: To bring this to pafs. Sir Edward Poyningi' 
Poynings did pafs an aft, whareby all the • 

ftatutes 
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ftatutes made in England before that time 
were enadled, eftabliftied, and made of force 
in Ireland. Neither did he only refped the 
time pad, but provided alfo for the time to 
come ; for he caiifed another law to be made> 
that no aft flioutd be propounded in any par- 
liament of Ireland, but fuch as fliould be firft 
tranfmittedv into England, and approved by 
the King and council there as good and expe- 
dient for that land, and fo returned back again 
under the great feal of England. This aft, 
though itfeemed, prima facie, to reftrain the 
liberty of the fubjefts of Ireland, yet it was 
made at the prayer of the commons, upon juft 
and important caufe. 

For the governors of that realm, efpecially 
fuch as were of that country birth, had laid 
many oppreflions upon the commons: and, 
amongft the reft, they had impofed laws up- 
on them, not tending to the general good, but 
to ferve private turns, and to ftrengthen their 
particular faftions. This moved them to refer 
all laws that were to be pafled in Ireland, to 
be cohfidered, correfted, and allowed firft by 
the ftate of England, which had always been 
tender and careful of the good of this people, 
and had long fince made them a civil, rich, 
and happy nation, if their own lords and go- 
vernors 
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vernors there haJ not feqt bad intelligence into 
England. Befides this, be took fpecial order 
that the fummons of- parliament (hould go in- 
to all the (hires of Ireland, and not to the four 
fhires only ; and, for that caufe efpecially, he 
caufed all the adts of -a parliament, lately be- 
fore holden By the Vifcount of Gormanfton, 
to be repealed, and made void. Moreover, 
that the parliaments of Ireland njight want no 
decent or honourable form that was ufed in 
England, he caufed a particular aft to pafs, 
that the lords of Ireland (hould appear in the 
like parliament robes as the Englifll lords are 
wont to weat in the parliaments of England. 
Having thus ieftabliflied all the ftatutes of 
England in Ireland, and fet in order the great 
conncil of that realm, he did not omit to pafs 
other laws, as well for the encreafe of the 
King*s revenue as the prefervation of the 
public peace. 

To advance the profits of the crown, firft, 
he obtained a fubfidy of twenty-fix (hillings 
and eight pence out of every fix fcore acres 
manured, payable yearly for five years. Next, 
he refumed all the crown land which had 
been alienated (for the mod part) by Richard 
Duke of York: and, laflly, he procured a 
fubfidy of poundage out 6f all merchandizes 

imported 
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imported and exported, to be granted to the 
crown in perpetuity. 

To preferve the public peace, he revived 
the ftatutes of Kilkenny. He made wilful 
murder high-treafon ; he caufed the marchers 
to hook their men, for whom they (hould 
anfwer; and reftrained the making war or 
p^ace without fpecial commiilion from the 
ftate. 

Thefe laws, and others as important as thefe, 
for the making a commonwealth in Ireland, 
were made in the government of Sir Edward 
Ppynings. But thefe laws did not fpread their 
virtue beyond the Engli0i Pale, though they 
were made generally for the whole kingdom. 
For the provinces without the Pale, which, 
during the war of York Mid Lancafter, had 
wholly caft off the Engltlh government, were 
not apt to receive this feed of reformation, be* 
caufe they were not fir ft broken and mattered 
again with the fword. Befides, the IriHi 
countries, which contained two third parts of 
the kingdom, were not reduced to (hire-ground, 
{o that in them the laws of England could 
not poffibly be put in execution. Therefore 
thefe good laws and provifions, made by Sir 
Edward Poynings, were like good leflbns fet 
for a lute that is broken and out of tune; of 

which 
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which leflons little ufe can be made, till the 
Uite be made fit to be played oa> 

And that the execution of all thefe laws had 
no greater latitude than the Pale is manifeft bjr 
the ftatute of 13 Henry tbe Eighth, c. 3. 
which recites, that at that time the King's 
laws were obeyed and executed in the four 
fliires o»ly ; and yet the Earl of Surry was 
then Lieutaiaiit of Irela^id, a Governor much 
feared of the Kirk's enemies, and exceedingly 
honoured and beloved of the Kang's fubjeds* 
And the inftrutf^tons given by the ftateof Ire- 
land to John Allen, Matter of the Rolls, emt- 
ployed in En^and pear about the fame >time„ 
do declare as much* ; wherein, among other 
things, he is required to advertifc the King,, 
that his land of Ireland was fo much decayed^ 
that the King's laws were not obeyed twenty 
miles in compafs. Whereupon grew that 
bye- word ufed by the Irifh, viz. " That they 
" dwelt by weft the law, which dwelt beyond 
*' the river of the Barrow ;" which is within 
thirty miles of Dublin. The fame is teftificd 
by Baron Fingbs, in his Difcc^rfe of the De- 
cay of Ireland, which he wrote about the 
twentieth year of King Henry the Eighth. 

And 
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And thus we fee the efFeft of the reformation 

which was intended by Sir Edward Poynings. 

•j^e re- The next attempt of reformation was made 

"Tndir ^° ^^^ ^^^^ y^^ ^^ ^^"2 Henry the Eighth, 
by the by the Lord Leonard Grey, who was created 
L«)nard Vifcount of Gamy in this kingdom, and held 
Gf^y» ^^a parliament, wherein many excellent laws 
were made. But to prepare the minds of the 
people to obey thefe laws, he began firft 
with a martial courfc : for, being fcnt over to 
fupprefs the rebellion of the Giraldines (which 
he performed in a few months), he after- 
wards made a vi<ftorious circuit round about 
the kingdom*; beginning in OfFaly againft 
O'Connor, who had aided the Giraldines in 
their rebellion ; and from thence paffing along 
through all the Irifh counties in Leinftcr, and 
fo into Munfter, where he took pledges of 
the degenerate Earl of Defmond, and thence 
into Connaught and thence intoUlfter ; and then 
concluded this warlike progrefs with the battle 
of Belahoo, in the borders of Meth, as is before 
remembered. 

The principal fepts of the Irifli being all 
terrified, and mod of them broken in this 
journey, many of their chief lords upon this 
Deputy's returti, came to Dublin f , and made 

their 
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their fubmiflions to the crown of Engl4i»J^ 
m mely, the O'Neales and O'RcIies of Ulfter ; 
Mac Murrogh, 0*Birne, and O'Carrol, of 
Leinfter ; and the Burkes of Connaught, 

This preparation being made, he firft pro-' 
pounded and paffed in parliament thofe laws 
which made the great alteration in the ftate 
ecclefiaftical : namely, the ad which declared 
King Henry the Eighth to be Supreme Head 
of the Church of" Ireland : the aft prohi- 
biting appeals to the Church of Rome : the. 
a<ft for firft fruits and twentieth part to be paid 
to the King : the, aft for faculties and difpen- 
fations: and laftly, the aft that did utterly 
abolifh the ufurped authority of the Pope. 
Next, for the encreafe of the King*s revenue, 
by one aft he fuppreffed fundry abbies and re- 
ligious houfes ; and by another aft refumed 
the lands of the abfentees (as is before remem- 
bered). 

And, for the civil government, a (pecial 
ftatute was made, to abolifli the black-rents 
and tributes exafted by the Irilh upon the 
Englilh colonies; and another law cnafted 
that the Englifli apparel, language, and man- 
ner of living, (hould, be ufed by all fuch as 
would acknowledge themfelves the King's 
fubjefts. This parliament being, ended, the 

Lord 
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Lord Leonard Grey was foddenly revoked^ 
and put to death ia England, (b that he lived 
not to finifli the work of reforniarion which 
y^^ he had begun ; which, aotwtthftandtng^ wa& 
courfe of well putrfued by his fucceflor Sir Anthony 
oa purfu- Saint Leger : unto whom all the lords and 
^thon'^ chieftains of the Iriih, and of the degenerate 
Saint Englilh thrcnjghout.the kingdom^ made ibdt 
feveral fubmtfCons by indenture ; which was 
nerai Tub- ^^^^^^'"^^ general fubmiffion ofthe Irifli made 
millions of fincc the firft attempt of the conqueftof Ire- 
land : wheVeof the firft was made to King 
Henry the Second ; the /econd to King John ; 
the third to King Richard the Second ; and 
his laft to Sir Anthony Saint Leger, in 33 of 
Henry the Eighth. 

. In thefe indentures of fubmiffion, all the 

Irilh Lords do acknowledge King Henry the 

Eighth to be their Sovereign Lord and King, 

, and defire to be accepted of him as fubjefts*. 

They confcfs .the King's fupremacy in all 

caufes, and do utterly renounce the Pdpe's 

jurifdidion ; which I conceive to be worth the 

Thelriflb noting, becaufe when the Iri(h had once re* 

and dege-i folved to obey the King, they made no fcru- 

EngiiOi"^ pie to renounce the Pope. And this was not 

t'h~e only done by the mere Irifh, but the chief of 

the 

* Tie C§uncilB»ok df Ireland, 3a, 33, and 34 of H. 8. 



^. 
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the degenerate EngliAi families did perform 
the fatne; as Defmcwid, Barry, and Roche^ 
inMunfter; and the Burkes, which bore the 
title of Mac William, in Connaught, 

Thefe fubmiflions being thus taken, the 
Lord-Deputy and Council for the prefent gcf- 
vernment of thofe Irilh countries made ccr* 
tain ordinances of 4(tate, not agreeable altoge- 
ther with the rtiles of the Jaw of England ; 
the reafon whereof is expreffed in the pream* 
ble of thofe ordinances: ^uia mndum fic fa- The 
p'lMnt hg4f & juray ut fecundum ea jatn imme- -j^qq^ of 
dUt> vhere 6? rep ftuffinU The chief points, ^^^^ y[ij 
or articles, of which orders regiftared in the 
Council Book, are thefe: That King Henry 
the Eighth (hould be accepted, reputed, and 
named King of Ireland, by all the inhabitants 
of the kingdom : that all Archbifliops and Bi- 
shops fhould be permitted to exercife their ju- 
rifdidion in every diocefe throughout the land : 
that, tithes fhould be duly fet out and paid : 
that children (hould not be admitted to bene- 
fices : that for every man-flaughter and theft 
above fourteen pence, committed in the Irifh 
countries, the offender fliould pay a fine of 
forty pounds ; twenty pounds to the King, 
and twenty pounds to the Captain of the 
country : arid for every theft under fourteen 

pence. 
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pence, a fine of five mark^ fliould be paid; 
forty-fix ibillings and eight pence to the Cap- 
tain> and twenty fliillings to the Tanifter : 
that horfemen and kern ffcould not be impofed 
upon the common people^ to be fed and 
maintained by them,; that the mafter (hould 
anfwer for his fervants, and the father for his 
children: that cuttings flioiild.not be made by 
the Lord upon hi? tenants, to maintain war 
with his neighbours, but only to bear his ne- 
ceflary expcnces, &c. 

Thefe ordinances of ftate being made and 
publilhed, there were nominated and appoint- 
ed in every province certain orderers, or arbi- 
trators, who, inftead of thefe Irifli Brehons, 
(hould hear and determine all their controver- 
fies. In Connaught, the Archbifliop of 
Tuam, the Bifiiop of Clonfert, Captain 
Wakely, and Captain Ovington. In Munfter, 
the Bifliop of Water ford, the Bilhop of Corke 
and Rofs, the Mayor of Corke, and the May- 
or of Youghall. In Ulfter, the Archbifliop 
of Armagh, and the Lord of Lowth. And if 
any difference did arife which they could not 
end, either for the difficulty of the caufe, or 
for the obftinacy of the parties, they were to 
certify the l^ord-Deputy and Council, who 
would decide the matter by their authority. 

Hereupon, 
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Hereupon, the Irifli Captains of leflcr ter- 
titories, which had ever been oppreflcd by 
t)ie greater and mightier, fome with rifings 
out, others with bonaght, and others witb 
cuttings, and fpendings at pleafure, did ap* 
ptsl for juftice to the Lord-Deputy; who, 
upon hearing their complaints, did alwiays 
order, that they fliould all immediately depend 
upon the King,' and that the weaker (hould 
have no dependency upon the ftronger. 

L^Aly, he prevailed fo much with the 
greateft of them, namely, O'Neale, O'Brien, 
arid Mac William, that they willingly did pafs 
into England, and prefehted themfelvcs to 
tht King ; Who thereupon was pleafed to ad- 
vance therh to the degree and honour of Earls, 
and to grant unto them their feveral countries, 
by letters patent. Befides, that they might 
learn 6bedience tod civility of manners, by 
often repairing unto the ftate, the Kingy up- 
on the motion of the fame Deputy, gave each 
of them a houfe and lands near Dublin, for 
the fentertainment of theif feveral trains. 

This cpurfe did this Governor ta}ce to re- 
form the Irifli ; but withal, he did not omit to 
advance both the honour and profit of the King. 
For in the parliament which he held, 33 of 
Henry the Eighth, he caufed an aft to pafg, 
P which 
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t\'Iiich gave unto King Henry the Eighthi hiJ 
lieirs and fucf eflbrs, the name, ftyle, and title 
of Ming of Ireland : whereas, before that time, 
the Kings of England were ftyled but Lords 
of Ireland; albeit, indeed, they were abfolute 
Monarchs thereof, and had in right all royal 
and imperial jurifdidion and power there, as 
they had in the realm of England. And yet, 
becaufe in the vulgar conceit the name of King 
is higher than the name of Lord, afluredly the 
affiiming of this title hath not a little raifed 
the fovereignty of the King of England in the 
minda of this people. Laftly, this Deputy 
brought a great augmentation to the King's 
revenue, by diffolving all the monafteries and 
reh'gious houfes in Ireland, which was done 
in the fame parliament: and afterwards^ 
by procuring Min and Cavendifli, two (kil- 
ful auditors, to be fent over out of Eng- 
land, who took an exaft furvey of all the 
pofleflions of the crown, and brought many 
things into charge which had been concealed 
and fubftrafled for many years before. And 
thus far did Sir Anthony Saint-Leger proceed 
in the courfc of reformation ; which, though 
it was a good beginning, yet it was far from 
reducing Ireland to the perfeft obedience 
of the crown of England. For all this while 

the 
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provinces of Connaught and Ulfter, and ^ 
good part of Leinfter, were not reduced to 
(hire-ground. And though Munfter was anti- 
ently divided into counties, the people were fo 
degenerate as no juftice of afljze durft execute 
his commiffion amorigft them ; none of the 
Irifli lords or tenants were fettled in their 
poffeffions, by any grant or confirmation from 
the crown, except the three great Earls before 
named; who, notwithftanding, did govern 
their tenants and followers by thd Irifti or 
Brehon law ; fo as no treafon, niurder, rape, 
or theft, committed in thofe countries, was en- 
quired of, or punilhed by the law of England : 
and confequenriy no efcheat, forfeiture, or 
fine, no revenue (certain or cafual) did accrue 
tp the croWn out of thofe provinces. 

The next worthy Governor th^t cndea- The 
vourcd to advance this reformation y wajj ^^f" ^^ ° j^. 
Thomas Earl of Suffex; who having tho- P»;o[ecut. 

cd by 

roughly broken and fubdued the two moft Thomas 
rebellious and powerful Irilh Septs in Lein- su^fex^ in 
fter, namely the Moors and O'Connors, pof- ihctimeof 

•^ Qi Mary. 

feffing the territories of Leix and OfFally, did 
by adt of parliament, 3 6? 4 Pbtl. ^ Maria*, offaly 
reduce thofe Countries into tvlrp feveral coun- ^^^^j^^,^ 
P z ties. 
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tics, naming the one the King's^ and the other 
Queen's County ; which vvere the firft two 
counties that had been made in this kingdom 
fince ihe twelfth year of King John ; at which 
time the territories then pofleffed by the Eng- 
lifli colonics were reduced into twelve fliires, 
as is before exprefled. 

This noble Earl having thus exitendcd the 
jurifdidion of the Englifli law into two coun- 
ties more, was not fatisficd with that addition, 
but took a refolution to divide all the reft 
of the Iri(h countries unreduced into federal 
(hires > and to that end he caufed aii aft 
to pafs in the fame , parliament, authorizing 
the Lord Chancellor, from time to tiine^ to 
award commiffions to fuch jperfons as the 
Lord- Deputy ftiould nominate and appoint, to 
view and perambulate thofe Irifh territorieSir 
and thereupon to divide. and limit the fanie 
into fuch and fo many feveral counties as they 
fliould think fit ; which being certified to the 
Lord-Deputy, and approved by him, fliould 
be returned and enrolled in the Chancery, 
and from thenceforth be of like force and 
cffed, as if it were done by adi of par- 
liament. 

Thus 
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Thus did the Earl of SuflTex lay open a paf- 
fage for the civil government into the unre- 
formed parts of this kingdom, but himfelf 
proceeded no further than is before declared. 
- Howbeit afterwards, daring the reign of The 
Queen' Elizabeth, Sir Henry Sidney (who rdbr^a! 
hath left behind him many monuments of a J'°" ^^\' 

^ lowed by 

good' governor in this land) did not only pur- Sir Henry 
fue that courfe which the Earl of Suflcx be- thc'trroeof 
gan, in reducing the Irifh countries into (hires, S^.^^? 
and placing therein fherifFs, and other minif- 
ters of the law ; (for firft he made the Annaly 
9 territory in Leinfter, pofleffed by the 3ept 
of Offerralles, one entire fhire by itfclf, and 
failed it the county of Longford ; and after 
that he divided the whole province of Con- 
naught into fix counties more ; namely, Clare 
(which containeth all Thomond), Gallaway^ 
Sligo, Mayo, Rofcommon, and Leytrim) but 
he alfo had caufed divers good laws to be 
made, and performed fundry other _fcrvices, 
tending greatly to the reformation of this king- 
dom. For firft,. to diminifh the greatnefs of 
the Irifli Lords, and to take from them the 
dependency of the common people, in the 
parliament which he held 1 1 Eliz. he did abu- 
lifh their pretended and ufurped captainfhips, 
and all exadions, and extortions incident 

there- 



thereunto. Next, to fettle their feigniories and 
poffeflionsin a coyrft of inheritance, according 
to the courfe of the common law, he caufed 
an adV to pafs, whereby the Lord-Deputy was 
authorifed to accept their furrenders, and to 
re-grant eftates unto them, to hold of the 
crown by Englifh tenures and fervices. Again, 
becaufe the inferior fort were loofc and poor, 
and not amenable to the law, he provided 
by another ad, that fiv^ of the beft and eld- 
eft perfons of every Sept Ihould bring in all 
the idle perfons of their furname, to be juf- 
tified by the law. Moreover, to give a civil 
education to the youth of this land in the 
time to come, provifion was made by another 
law, that there (hould be one free-fchool, at 
leaft, erefled in every dioccfe of the king- 
dom. And laftly, to inure and acquaint the 
people of Munfter and Connaught with the 
Englifti Government again (which had not 
bjecn in yfe among them for the fpace of 
200 years before,) he inftitutedftwo Prefi- 
dency Courts in thofe two provinces, placing 
Sir Edward Fitton in Connaught, and Sir 
John Perrot in Munfter, 

To augment the King's reveniie in the fame 
parliament, upon the attainder of Shane O 
Neale, he refumed and vefted in the ^ crown, 

more 
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more than half the province of Ulfter : ho 
raifed the cuftoms upon the principal commo- 
dities of the kingdom : he reformed the abufes 
of the Exchequer, by many good orders ^nd 
inftruftions fent out of England : and laftly, 
be eftabliflied the compofition of the Pale, in 
lieu of purveyance and fcfs of foldier$. 

Thefe were good proceedings in the iiyork 
of reformation, but there were many defefts 
and omifTions withal ; for though he reduced 
all Con naught into counties, he never fent 
any juftices of aflize to vifit that province, but 
placed commiflioners there, .who governed it 
only in a courfe of difcretion ; part martial, 
and part civil. Again, in the law that doth 
abolifli the Jrifli captainfhips, he gave way ' 
for the reviving thereof again, by excepting 
fuch as (hould be granted by letters patent 
from the crown ; which exception did indeed 
take away the force of that law. por no go- 
vernor during Queen Elizabeth's reign did 
refufe to grant any of thofe captainfhips tq 
any pretended Irilh lord, who woulcj defire, 
and with his thankfulneis deferve the fame. 
And again, though the greateft part of Ulfter 
were vefted by ad of parliament in the ac-. 
tual and real pofleflion of the cr9wn ; yet wa$ 
there never any feifure made thereof, nor any 

part 
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part thereof brought into charge, but the 
Iri(h were permitted to lake all the profits, 
without rendering any duty or acknowledge 
ment for the fame ; and jhough the name of 
O'Neale was damned by that aft, and the af- 
fuming thereof made high-treafon ; yet after 
that, was Tiflagh Leynnagh fuffered to bear 
that title, and tp intrude upon the poffeffions 
of the crown, and yet was often entertained 
by the ftate with favour. Neither were thefe 
lands refumed by the aft of 1 1 of Elizabeth 
neglefted only (for the abbies and religious 
houfes in Tirone, Tirconnell, and Fermanagh, 
though they were diflblved in the 33 of Henry 
the Eighth, were never furveyed, nor reduc- 
ed into charge, but were continually poffef- 
fed by the religious perfonc) until his majefty 
that now is came to the crown : and that 
1^'hich is more ftrange, the donations of bi- 
Ihopricks, being a flower of the crown (Ayhich 
the kings of England did ever retain in all 
their dominions, when the pope's ufurped au-, 
thority was at the higheft). There were three 
bifliopricks in Ulfter ; namely Derry, Rapho, 
and Clogher, which neither Queen Elizabeth, 
nor any of her progenitors did ever beftow ; 
though they were the undoubted patrons 
thereof; fo that King James was the firft 
, ' • King 
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King of England that did «ver fupply thof^ 
fees with bifhopg, which is an argument ci- 
ther of great negligence, or of great weaknefs 
in thfe ftate and governors of thofe times. 
And thus far proceeded Sir Henry Sidney. 

After him. Sir John Perrot, who held the Tberc 
laft parliament in. this kingdom, did advance ^d^J^n'^^ 
the reformation in three principal point?, ^y^'*" 
Firft, in eftablilhing the great compofitioq of rot. 
Connaught; in which fervicc the wifiiom 
and induilry of Sir Richard Bingham did 
concur with him : next, in reducing the un- 
reforpied parts pf Ulfter into feven (hires; 
nanjejy^ Ardmagh, Mopahan, Tirone, Colc- 
raine, Dongall, Fermanagh, and Cavan; 
though in his time the law was never executed 
in thefe new counties by any flier ifFs or juf- 
ffces of afCze, but the peoplie left to be riiled 
ftill by their own barbarous lords and laws : 
and laftly, by veiling in the crown the lands 
of Defmond and his adherents in Munfter,and 
planting the fame with Engliih, though that 
plantation was imperfed in many points. 

After Sir John Perrot, Sir William Fitz- The fer- 
Williams did good fervice in tWo other points. 1^'\J^^ 
Firft, in raifing a compofition ia Munfter ; Fitz-Wii- 
and then in fetriing the poffeffions both of the tending to 
lords and tenants in Monahan>' which was rf^o^^^a- 

tioo. 
one 
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one of the laft afts of ftate tending to the te- 
formation of the civil government, which was 
performed in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

Thus we fee, by what degrees, and what 
policy and fuccefs, the governors of this land 
from time to time, fmce the beginning of the 
reign of King Edward the Third, have endea- 
voured to reform and reduce this people to the 
perfeft obedience of the crown of England : 
And we find, that before the civil wars of 
York and Lancafter, they did chiefly endeavour 
to bring back the degenerate Englifh colonies 
to their duty and allegiance, not refpeding 
the mere Irifli, whom they reputed as aliens 
or enemies of the crown. But after King 
Henry the Seventh had united the rofes, they 
laboured to reduce both Englifh and Irifh to- 
gether, which work, to what pafs and per- 
fedion it was brought in the latter end of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, hath been before de- 
clared. 

Whereof fometimes when I do confider, I 
do in mine own conceit compare thefe latter 
governqrs, who went about to reform the civil 
affairs in Ireland, unto fome of the kings of 
Ifrael, of whom it is faid, that they were 
good kings, but they did not cut down the 
groves and high places, but fuffered the peo- 

pie 
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pie ftill to burn incenfe, and commit idolatry 
in them: fo Sir Anthony Saint-Leger, the 
Earl of Suflex, Sir Henry Sidney, and Sir 
John Perrot, were good governors, but they 
did not abolifh the Irifli cuftoms,. nor execute 
the law in the Irifli countries, but fufFered the 
jpeople to worfliip their barbarous lords, and 
to remain utterly ignorant of their duties to 
God and the King. 

KING JAMES. 

And now am I come to tl^e happy reign of How the 
my moft gracious lord aqd mafler King James ; ^ndcnon 
in whofe time as there hath been -a concur- *" ^^^ g°' 

vernment 

rence of many great felicities ; fo ^^is among of Ireland 

others may be numbered in the firft rank ; fuppUe^** 

that all the defedls in the government of Ire- »"^ , , 

amended 

land, fpoken of before, have been fully fup- finpe the 
plied in the firft nine years of his^ reign. In of^hhTrnf. 
which time there hath been more done iijj«?y'* 
the work and reformation of this kingdom, 
than in the 440 years which are p^ft fmce the 
conqueft was firft attempted. 

Howbeit, I have no purpofe in this dif- 
courfe to fet forth at large all the proceedings 
of the ftate here in reforming this kingdom, 
fmce his majefty came to the crown, for the 

parts 
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the ftate upon good reafon did conceive^ tfeat 
the public peace could not be fettled, till the 
hearts of the people were alfo quieted, by fe- 
curing them from the danger of the law, 
which the moft part of them had infcurred 
one way or other, in that great and general 
confufion. 

Therefore, firft by a generat a<flof ftate^'* 
tailed the A^ of Oblivion, publifliedby pro^ 
tlamatioq under the great feal, all oSences 
againfl the crown, and all particular tfefpaifes 
between fubjeft and fubjedl, done at any time 
before his majefty's reign, were (to all fuch 
as would come in to the juftices of affize by a 
certain day, and claim the benefit of this aft) 
pardoned, remitted, and utterly extinguilhed, 
never to be revived or called in queftion. 
And by the fame proclamation, all the Irirfi 
(who, for the moft part, in former times, were 
left under the tyranny of their lords and 
chieftains, and had np defence or juftice from 
the crown) were received into his majefty's 
immediate protedtion. This bred fuch comfort 
and fecurity in the hearts of all men, as 
thereupon enfued the calmeft and moft uni- 
verfal peace that ever was feen in Ireland* 
2. The public peace being thus cftabliftied, the 

bU&Ing* ft^ite proceeded next to eftablifli the public. 

juftice 
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jaftice in every part of the realm : and to that ^^« l>"M»^ 

•^ . jufticein 

end. Sir George Gary (who was a prudent every part 
governor, and a juft, and made a fair pntry ^^j^^^^, 
into the right way of reforming this kingdom) 
did,, in the firft year of his majefty's reign, 
make the firft fherifFs that ever were made in 
Tyrone and Tirconnel; and Ihortly after, 
fent Sir Edmund Pelham Ghief Baron, and 
myfelf thither, the firft juftices' of affizethat 
ever fat in thofe countries : and in that circuit 
we vifited all the ftiires of that province : be- . 
fides which vifitation, though it was fomewhat 
diftafteful to the Irifti lords, /was fweet and 
moft welcome to the cpmmon people ; who, 
albeit they were rude and barbarous, yet did 
they quickly, apprehend the difference between 
the tyranny and opprefTion under which they 
lived before, and the juft government and pro- 
tection which we promifed unto them for the 
time to come. 

The law having made her progrefs into 
Ulfter with, fo good fuccefs. Sir Arthur Chi- 
cheftei>(who with fingular induftry, wifdom, 
and courage, hath now for the fpace of feven 
years and more profecuted the great work 
of reformation, and brought it well near to 
an abfolute perfeftion) did, in the firft year of 
his government, eftablifti two other new cir- 
cuits 
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cuits for juflices of affize ; the one iti Con- 
naught, and the other in Munfler. I call then< 
new circuits, for that, although it be manifeft 
by many records, that juftices itinerant have 
in former times been fcnt into all the (hires of 
Munfter, and fome part of Connaught ; yet 
certain it is, that in 200 years before (I fpeak 
much within coiiipafs) no fuch commiffion 
had been executed ineiihec of thefe two pro- 
vinces; But now, the whole realm being di- 
vided into ihifes, and every bordering terri- 
tory, whereof alny doubt was made in what 
county the fame (hould lie, being added or 
reduced to a county certain (among the reft, 
the moiiritains and glynns oti the fouth fide of 
Dublin were lately made a (hire by itfelf, 
and called the county of Wicklow ; whereby 
the inhabitants, which were wotit to be thorns 
in the fide of the pale, are become civil and 
quiet neighbours thereof), theftreams of the 
public jufiice wer;e derived into every part of 
*the kingdom; and the benefit and pfoteAion 
of the law of England communicated to all, as 
well Irifli as Englifti, without diftindion or 
refpeft of perfons ; by reafon whereof, the 
work of deriving the public juft ice grew fo 
great, as that there was niagrta mejisy fed ope-- 
rarii pauci. And therefore^ the number of 

the 
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the judges in every bench was incrcafed, 
which do now every half year (like good 
planets in their feveral fpheres or circles) 
carry the light and influence of juftice round 
about the kingdom ; whereas the circuits in 
former times went but round about the pale, / 

like the circuit of the Cinofura about the pole. 

§j4a curfu niteriorif brevi convertilur orbe. 

Upon thefe vi fixations of juftice, whereby The good 
the juft and honourable law of Eqgland was which fol« 
imparted and communicated to all the IriQi, executiorT 
there followed thefe excellent good efFeds, ©^ the law 

-^ through- 

> Firft, the common people were taught by ©ut the 
the jufticesof aflize, that they were free fub- ^'^^^^^' 
jefts to the kings of England, and not flaves 
and vaflals to, their pretended lords. : that the 
cuttings, cofheries, fellings, and other ex- 
tortions pf their lords, were unlawful, and 
that they ftould not any more lubniit them- 
felves thereunto, fince they were now under 
the proteftion of fo juft and mighty a priace, 
a? both would and could proted them from 
all wrongs and oppreflions : they gave a wil- 
ling ear unto thefe leflons ; and thereupon, 
the greatncfs and power of thpfe Irifli lords 
over the people fuddenly fell and yanirtied, 
Q^ whea 
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tvhcn their oppreflions and extortions were 
taken away, which did maintain their great- 
nefs : infomuch, as divers of theni, who for- 
merly made thcmfelves owners of all (by 
Torcej, were now by the law reduced to this 
point ; that wanting means to defray their 
ordinary charges, they reforted ordinarily to 
the Lord-Deputy, and made petition, that by 
licenfe and warrant of the ftatej they' might 
, take fome aid and contributiojn from their 
people ; as well to difcharge their former 
debts, as for competent maintenance in time 
to come : but fome of them being impadent 
of this diminution, fled out of the realm to 
foreign countries, thereupon, we may well 
obferve, that, as extortion did banifli the old 
Englifti freeholder, who could not live but 
, under the law ; fo the law did banifh the Irifli 

lord, who could not live but by extortion. 

. Again, thefe circuits of juftice did (upon 
the end of the war) pore terrify the loofc and 
idle perfons than tKe execution of the mar- 
tial law, though it was more quick and fud- 
den : and in a Ihort time after, did fb clear the 
kingdom of thieves, and other capital offend- 
ers, as I dare affirm, that for the fpace of 
five years lafl paft, there have not been found 
fo many malefadors worthy of death in all the 

fix 
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fiK circuits of this rdalm (which is rioW divided 
into thirty-two (hires a? Idrge) as in one circuit 
of fix. (hires; namdy, tbef Weftern Circuit 
in England. For thie trdth is, thatt in time of 
peac^, the Iri(h are more, fearful to offend the 
law, than the Engli(h, or any other nation 
, whatfoever. 

Agaiwt, whciteas the grdateft ^dvatitage that the 
Irilh had of us in all their rebdlioris, was our 
ignorance of tbeircountrles, theif perforts, and 
their adiorts* fiAde the kw arid hei^ nriinifters 
hav6 had^a j5^ge among them, all their pla- 
ces of iaftnefs have been difcov^red add laid 
opd^ •' tAi their pl^c^s^cikared ; arid notice taken! 
of: wei^yiperfonihdt is a]blc to do cither good 
or hurt. It is ktiOwti, not orlly how they live^ 
and what they dof, but it is forefeen what they 
purpoie or intend to do; infomuCh, afeTyrond 
hath been heard to complaiti, thit he had fo 
many eyes watching ovei" him, that he ccfuld not 
drink a full caroufe of facJk, but (he ftate wai 
advertized thereof, within few hours afters 
And therefore, thofe allowances which I find 
in the ancient pipe-rolls, Proguiadagio, £s? fpia-^ 
gio, may be well fpared at this d^y. For the 
under*lheriffs and bayliffs errant are better 
guides and fpies in the time of pedde, than 
any where found in the time of war^ 

0^2} Morcovct^, 
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Moreover, thefe civU affemblies at aflizes 
and feffions have reclaimed the Irilh from 
their wildnefs, caufed them to cut off their 
glibs and longhair; to convert their maotlcs 
into cloaks ; to conform themfclves to the 
manner of England in all their behaviour. and 
outward forms. And becaufe they find a 
great inconvenience in moving their fuiis by 
an interprctefi they do for the tnoft part fend 
their childrei^ to fchools, efpecially to learn 
t^e £ngU(h language : {q that we may conceive 
and hppe, that the next generation will jn 
tongue and he^rt, and every way elfe,; be- 
come Englifti; fo that there wiH. be ix^cjiflfer^ 
ence or diflin^ion, byiitb^lrifli fea betwixt 
us. And thus we fee , a good cdnvcrfibn, 
and the Iriih game turned ;aga!in« 

For heretofore . the negleft pf the law 
made the Englifli degenerate, atid become 
Iri(h; and now, on the. other fide, the exc- 
wtion of the law doth make the Irilh grow 
civil, and become Englilh- 

Laftly, thefe general feffions now do teach 
the people more obedience, and keep them 
more in awe than did the general hoftings in 
fprmer times. Thefe progrefles of the law 
renew and confirm the conqueft of Ireland 
every half year, and fupply the dcfcft of the 

king's 
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king*s abfence in every part of the realm ; 
in that every judge fitting in the feat of juf- 
tice doth reprefent the perfon bf the king 
himfelf. ' 

Thefe efFedls hath the eftabliftiment of the 
public peace and juftice produced, fince his 
majefty^s happy reign began. 

Howbeit, it was impoffible to make a com-: 3. 
won weal in Ireland, .without performing ano- J^^lf^i^^ 
thcr fervite ; which was, the fettling of all fta^es and 
the eftatea and poiTeffions, as well of Irilh as of the °"* 
Engiah, throughout the kingdom. wduVof 

For* although that in the i4th year oftheEng- 
Queen Elizabeth, a fpecial law was made, 
which did enable the Lord-Deputy to take 
furrenders, and re^grant eftates unto the Irifti 
(upon fignification of her majefty's pleafure 
in that behalf) ; yet were there but few of 
the Irifli Iqrds that made offer to furrender 
during her reign ; and they which made fur- 
render of entire countries obtained grants of 
the whole again to themfelves only, and to 
na other, and all in demefne. Inpaflingof 
which grants^ there was no care taken of the 
inferior fepts of people, inhabiting and pof- 
feffing thefe countries under them, but they 
held their fcveral portions in courfe of tanif- 
try and gavelkind^ and yielded the fame 

Irifh 
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Irifli duties or exatftions as they did before t 
So that upon every fuch furrencjer and grant, 
tjiere w^s but pne freeholder made in- a whole 
country/ which was the lord himfelf ; all the 
F^ft werp but tenants at v^ill, or rather te-. 
nants in villenage, and were neither fit to be 
fworn in juries, nor to perform any public 
fervice ; and, by reafon of the uncertainty of 
their eftates, did utterly negled to build, or 
to plant^ or to improve the land. And therer 
fore, although the lord was become the king's 
tenant, his country was no whit reformed 
thereby, but remained in the former barba- 
rifm and defolatioUf -* 

Again, in th^ fame queen's time, there 
were, many Irifti lor.ds who did hot furrender, 
yet obtained the Iietters patent of the captain- 
ships of their countries, ^nd of all lands 
and duties belonging to thofe captainfliips : 
for the ftatute which xioth con4emn and abo- 
lifti thefe captainries, ufurped by the IriQi, 
doth give power to the Lord-Deputy to grant 
the fame by letters patent. Howbeit, thefe 
Lifli captains, and likewife the Engliflb, 
which were made fenefchals of the Irifli co.un- 
tries, did by colour of thefe grants, and un- 
df r pretence of government, claim an Irifh 
fcigniory, and exercife plain tyra^qy ovpf the 

common 
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common people. And this was the fruit that 
did arife of the letters patent, granted of the 
Irifti countries in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth, where before they did extort and op- 
prefs the people, only by colour of a lewd 
and barbarous cuftom; they did afterwards 
ufe the fame extortions and oppreflions by 
warrant under the great feal of the realm. 

But now, fince his majefty came to the How the 
crown, two fpecial commiffions have been ^^"^J?'^^^" 
fent out of England, for the fettling and quiet- furrenderc 
ing of all the.poffeffions in Ireland ; the one, five titles* 

for accepting furrenders of the Irifli and de- ^a^«>««n 
'^ ° put in ex- 

generate Englilh, and for re-granting eftates ecution/ 

unto them, according to the courfe of the 

common law ; the other, for ftrengthening of 

defedive titles. In the execution of which 

commiffions, there hath ever been had a fpe* 

cial care to fettle and fecure the under- te- , 

nants ; to the end, there might be a repofe 

and eftablilhment of every fubjev5t*s eftate, 

lord and tenant, free-holder and farmer, 

throughout the kingdom. 

Upon furrenders, this courfe hath been held 

from the beginning: when an Irifli lord doth 

offer to furrender his country, bis furrender is 

not immediately accepted, but a commiflion 

is firft awarded, to enquire of three fpecial 

points. 
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points. Firft, of fhe quantity and limits of the 
land whereof he is reputed owner. Next, how 
much himfelf doth hold in demefne, atid how 
much is pofleft by his. tenants and followers. 
And thirdly, what cuftoms, duties^ and fer- 
vices, be doth yearly receive out of thofe 
lands. This inquifition being made and re- 
turned, the lands which are found to be the 
lord's proper pofleflions in demefne, arc 
drawn into a particular ; and his Iifi(h duties, 
as cofhering, feffings, rents of butter and oat^ 
meal, and the like, are reafonably valued 
and reduced into certain fums of money, to 
be paid yearly in lieu thereof. This being 
done, the furrertder is accepted; and there- 
upon a grant pafled, not of the whiole coun- 
try, as was ufed in former times, but of tbofe 
lands only, which are found in the lord's pof- 
feffibn, and of thofe certain fums of money, 
as rents iffuing out of the reft. But the lands 
which are found to be pofleft by the tenants, 
are left unto them, refpeftively charged with 
thefe certain rents only, in lieu of all uncer- 
tain Irifh exadions. 

In like manner upon all grants, which have 
paft by virtue of the commiflion, for defective 
titjes, the commiffioners have taken fpecial 

caution. 
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cautioo, for prefervation of the dbtes of all 
particular tenants. 

And as for grants of captainihips or fene- ^^^"^^ 
fchallhips, in the Irifb countries ;. albeit, this captain- . 
deputy had as much power and authority f^n^hai- 
to grant the fame, as any other governors ??^^*°^ 
had before him ; and might have raifed as ty's rcigiu 
much profit by. beftowing the fame, if he 
had refpeded his private, more than the 
public good; yef hath he been fo far from 
paffing any fuch in alt his time, as he hath en* 
devoured to refume all the grants of that 
kind, that have been made by his predecef- 
forS ; to the end, the inferior fubjefts of the, 
realm fhould make their only and immediate 
dependance upon the crown. And thus we 
fee, how the greateft part of the poffeflions 
(as well of the Iriflias of the Englifli) in Lein- 
fter, Connaught, and Munfter, are fettled and 
iecured fince his majefty came to the crown : 
whereby the hearts of the people are alfo fet- 
tled, not only to live in peace, but raifed and 
encouraged to build, to plant, to give bet- 
ter education to their children, . and to im- . 
prove the commodities of their lands ; where?- 
by the yearly value thereof is already en- 
creafed, double of that it was within thefe 
few years, and is like daily to rife higher, 

' ' till 
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till it amount to the price of our land in Eng«> 

land. 
The plan- Laftly, the pofleffions of the Irifli in the 
Wfter.^^ province of Ulftcr, though it was the moil 
rude and unreformed part of Ireland* and the 
feat and neft of the laft great rebellion, are 
now better .difpofed and eftablilhed than any 
of the lands in *the other provinces, which 
have been paft and fettled upon furrenders. 
For, as the occafion of the difpofing of thofe 
lands did not happen Without the fpecial pro* 
vidence and finger of God, which did caft out 
thofe wicked and ungrateful traitors, who 
were the only enemies of the reformation of 
Ireland: fo the diftribution and plantation 
thereof hath been projeded and profecuted, 
by the fpecial direftion and care of the king 
himfelf ; wherein his majefty hath correded 
the errors before fpoken of, committed by 
King Henry the Second, and King John, in 
difrributing and planting the firft conquered 
lands. For although there were fix whole (hires 
to be difpofed, his majefty gave not ao en- 
tire country. Or county, to any - particular 
perfon ; much lefs did he grant Jura Regalia, 
or any extraordinary liberties* For the beft . 
Britifii undertaker had but a proportion of 
3000 acres for himfelf, with power to create 

a manor. 
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a manor j and hold a Court Baron. Albeit^ 
many pf thefe undertakers were of as great 
birth and quality as the beft adventurers in 
the firft conqueft. Again, liis majefty did 
not utterly exclude the natives out of this 
plantation, with a purpofe to root them out» 
as the Iri(h were excluded out, of the firft 
Englifh colonies; but made a mixt plantation 
of Britifh and Iri(h, that they might grow up 
togethefr in one nation: only, the Irilh were 
in fome places <ranfplanted from the woods 
and mountains, inte the plains and open 
countries, that, being removed (like wild 
fruit-trees), they might grow the milder, and 
bear the better and fweeter fruit. And this 
truly is the mafter-piece and moft excellent 
part of the work of reformation, and is wor- 
thy indeed of his majefty -s royal pains, ^ For 
when this plantation hath taken root, and 
been fixed and fettled but a few years, with 
the favour and bfcffing of God, (for the fon 
of God himfelf hath faid in the gofpel, Om^ 
nis plantation quam non pUntavit pater -tneus^ 
eradkabiiur J it will fecure the peace of Irelandt 
affure it to the crown of England for ever ; 
and finally make it a civil, and a rich, a migh-» 
ty, and a flourilhing kingdorii. 

I omit 
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I omit to fpeak of the increafe of the re- 
venue of the crown, both certain and cafuaU 
which is raifed to a double proportion (at 
leaft) above what it was> by deriving the pub* 
lie juftice into all p^rts of the realm ; by 
fettling all the poifefTions, both of the Irilh 
and Englifli ; by re-eftabli(hing the compo- 
fitions; by reftoringandrefumingthecuftoms; 
by reviving the tenures in capite, and knightV 
fervice ; and reducing many other things into 
charge, .which, by the confufion and negli- 
gence of former times, became concealed and 
fubtra^ed from the crown. I forbear like- 
wife to fpeak of the due and ready bringing 
in of the revenue, which is brought to pafs 
by the well ordering of the Court of Exche^ 
quer, and the authority and pains of the Com*- 
miffioners for Accompts. 

I might alfo add hereunto the encourage* 
ment that hath been given to the maritime 
towns and cities, as well to encr^ie their 
trade of merchandiacj as to cheriOi mechanic 
cal art^ and fciences ; in that all their char- 
ters have been renewed^ and their Uberties^ 
more enlarged by his majefty than by any of 
his progenitors fmce the Conqueft. As like- 
wife the care and courfe that hath been 
taken to make civil commerce and inter- 

courfe 
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courfe between the fubjeifts newly reformed, 
and brought under obedience, by grctnting 
markets and fairs to be bcdden in their cqun- 
tries, and by ereding of corporate (owns 
amoDg them. 

Briefly, the dock of the civil government 
is now well fet, ^and all the wheels thereof do 
move in order ; the firings of this Irilh harp,, 
which the civil magiftrate doth finger, are all 
in tune (for I omit to fpeak of the ftate ec- 
clefiaftical), and make a good rhar^mony in 
this commonwealth : fo as we may well con- 
ceive a Jiope, that IreUnd (which heretofore 
might properly be called the Land of Ire, be-, 
caufe^the irafcible power was prcdoipinant 
tbere fbr the fpftceof foU)r hundreds .yejCFsw^ 
getber) wiH, from henceforth, prove a land 
of peace and concord* . And tli^ug^ i>erett>- 
fore it hath been like the lean cqw of Egypt, 
in Pharoah's dreajtn, devouring thje fat of Eng- 
land, and yet remaining as lean as it was be- 
fore. It will hereafter be as fruitful as ihe 
land of Canaan; the defcription whereof, in 
the eighth of Deuteronomy, doth in every 
part agree with Ireland : being, Terra rivorum^ 
nquarumque, & fontium ; in cujus campis, £«f 
fnontibu$.y erumpunt ftuinorum abyjfi ; terra fru- 
miniif 6f bordei ; terra lafUs^ £«? meflh ; ubi 

abfque 



shfqueulla petturiacomedes panem tuum, & rerwM 
ahundantia perfrueris. 

And thus I have difcovcrcd arid'exprefled 
the defefts and errors, as well in the manag- 
ing of the martial affairs, as of the civil ; 
which in former ages gave impediment to the 
reducing of all Ireland to the obedience and 
fubjedlion of the crown ot England. I have 
llkewife obferved what courfes have been 
taken to reform the defeds and errors in go- 
vernment, and to reduce the people of this 
land to obedience, fmce the beginning of the , 
njign-of King Edward the Third till the latter 
end- of the reign of Queen Elizabetl^. • ; 

And^'toftly, I have declared and fet forth, 
how afH^tfed feid eri^^rs have been cofre<aed, 
and thedefefts fuppUed, under the prafperdns 
govfe!ti[mel!i;i of hi^'Maje'fty : fb as f may^ po- • 
ikiyely ' concltide in the fame? words which I 
have ufad in ffee title of thisDifcourfe : ** That 
*' until the beginning of his Majefty's reign, 
** Ireland wa« never entirely fufadued and 
** brought under the obedience of the crown 
** of Engtend." But (ince the crown of iihis 
kingdom, with the undoubted right and tide 
thereof, defcended upon his Majefty, the 
whole ifland, from fea to fea, hath beien 
brought into his Highncfs's peaceable pof- 

feflion ; 
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feffion ; and all the inhabitants, in every cor- 
ner thereof, have been abfolutely reduced un- 
der his immediate fubjeftion. In which con- 
dition of fubjeds they will gladly continue, 
without d^fcdion or adhering to any other 
Lord or King, as long as they may be pro- 
tecfled and juftly governed, without oppreflion 
on the one fide, or impunity on the other. 
For there is no nation of people under the 
fun that doth love equal and indifferent juftice 
better than the Irifti ; or will reft better fatif- 
fied with the execution thereof, although it 
be againft themfelves, fo as they may have 
the protedion and benefit of the law, when 
upon juft caufe they do defirc it. 
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M^ mofi honourable good Lordy 

J. AM not ignorant how little my advertifemcrits 
dq add unto your Lordlhip^s knowledge of the af- 
fairs of this kingdom ; forafmuch as I know your 
iordlhip doth receive fucTi frequent difpatchcs 
from the Lord Deputy and Council here, as no- 
thing worthy of any confideratiori is left by thcnt 
unadvertifed. Befides, they knowing things a priori, 
in that they fee the ciaufes and grounds of all acci- 
dents, can give yoor Iordlhip more full and pet- 
fe(5l intelligence, thad fiich art inferior miniftcr as 
i am, which Come to underftand things a pofter- 
tioxi only by the efFcft and by tlie fticcefs. Not- 
* fe i ^ithftanding^ 



"^ithflanding, becaufe' the diligence of others catt-^ 
not excufe my negligence, if I omit duty in this be- 
half, I prefume ftill to wrke to your lordlhip, and 
fhough I wrue the fame things to your lordfhip, as 
are written by others, in fubftance ; yet perhaps 1. 
may fomcttmes add a circumftance, which ftiay 
give light to the matter of fubftance, and mak^ 
it the clearer unto your lordfliip. 

After the end of the laft tetm, my Lord-Deputy 
took a refojution. to vifit ihret tcAxJMit in- UlRer ; 
namely Monaghan, Fermanagh, and Cavan, which 
being the moft unfcttled and unreformed parts of 
that province, did moft of all need his lordfhip's 
Vifitation at this time : for Monaghan, otherwifc 
called M'Mahown^s country. Sir William Fitzwil- 
Rams, upon the attainder and execution of Huj^ 
Ro M'Mahown, chief of his name, did with good 
wifdom arid policy divide the greateft' part of that 
county among the natives thereof^ except the 
Church Lands, which he gave to Engliflifervitors: 
In whicli divifion, he did allot unto five or fix gen- 
tlemen funclry large demefnes^ with certain rents 
dnd fervices; and to the inferior fort, feveraf free- 
holds, and withal referved a yearly rent unto the 
crown of four hundred and odd pounds ; whereby 
that county feemed to be well fettled for a year or 
ttwo: notwitbftanding the late rebellion, wherein 
the M'Mahowtis were the firft adors^ reverfed all 

that 
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that was done,, and brought things in this countrf 
to the old chaos and confufion : for they ereded ^ 
M'Mahown among ^hem, who became mafter of 
all : they revived th? Iri(h cuttings and exadions; 
<ictained the queen's rent, reduced the poor free- 
holders into their wonted flavery, and, in a word, 
ttey broke all the covenants and conditions con-* 
tained in their letters patent, and thereby intitled 
the crown to refume all again ; they having now 
no other title to pretend, but only the late Lord 
Lieutenant's promife and the King's mercy. J 
fpeak of the chipf lords and gentlemen, whofc 
ipftates were fubjeft to conditions ; albeit 
there was yet no office found of the breach of 
thofe conditions. . But as for the petty free- 
holders, whofe eftates were abfolute, many of 
them, whofe names were yet unknown, were flain 
in the late rebellion ; and fo attainted in law, if 
any inquifitions. thereof had been taken. Of fuch 
as did furvive the wars, and had their pardons, 
fome were removed and tranfplanted by the tyran- 
ny of the lords, ^nd fome were driven out of the 
country, not daring to return to their freeholds, 
-without fpi^fial countenance of the ftate ; and thus 
flood the ftate of Monaghan, 

Touching Fermanagh, otherwife called M'Guyrcs^ 
country; that country was never reduced to the 
crown, fincc the conqueft of Ireland, neither by 

attain- 
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attaindure, furrendcr, or other refumption whatfoey 
ver, until Sir John Perrott^s government, who caufed 
Ccconaught M'Guyre (father of Hugh M'Guyre, 
who was a principal aftor in the late rebellion, 
and flain in Munfter, upon ar> encounter with Sir 
Warham St, Lcger), to furrender all the country 
pf Fermanagh in general words unto the late queen, 
and to take letters patent back again, of all the 
country in the like general words, to him and his 
heirs j whereupon was referved a rent of one 
hundred and twenty beeves, arifing out of certain 
horfe and foot, and a tenure in capite: but this 
Eriglifli tenure did not take away hi? Irifh cuftoms 
and exadlions; he was fuffered ftill to hold his 
title of M*Guyre, and to exercife his tyranny over 
the queen's poor fubjeds, of whom the ftate took 
no care, nor notice ; albeit there are many gen? 
tlemen who claim eftate of freehold in that coun- 
try by a more ancient title than M'Guyre himfelf 
doth claim the chiefrie, Cocoriaught M^Guyre, 
having thus obtained letters patent, died feized of 
the country ; and after his death, Hugh M^Guyre, 
being his eldeft fon, took pofleflion thereof, not 
as heir at common law, but as Tannift, and chief 
of his name, was created M^Guyre, and held it 
as an Irifh lord untilTie was (lain in adtual rebel- 
lion, which we hold an attainder in law, in this 
kmgdom. 

Here- 
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Hereupon, an office being found that Hugh 
M*Guyre was killed in rebellion ; one Connor Ro 
M'Guyre, whofe anceftors had been chief lords 
of the country, and who, being received to grace, 
had performed good fervice in thofe parts, had a 
patent of the whole country granted unto him by 
the late Lord Lieutenant> and held it accordingly, 
during the wars. Howbeit, when young Coconagh 
M'Guyre, brother to Hugh M*Guyre, and fecond fon 
to the old Coconagh, fubmitted himfelf to the late 
Lord Lieutenant, his lordihip promifed him to di- 
vide the country betwixt him and Connor Ro. Ip 
performance of which promife, the ftate here, by 
diredlion out of England, perfuaded Connor Ro to 
furrender his patent, which he did, and thereupon 
fet down a divifion of the country, allotting the 
greater pprtion to Coconagh ; according to which 
divifion they have fince held their feveral portions, 
but hitherto they have obtained no letters patent, 
my Lord-Deputy having made ftay thereof till he 
had feen and underftood the ftate of the country, 
and eftabliflied a competent number of freeholders 
there, which will be more conveniently and eafily 
effefted now while the land is in his Majcfty's dif- 
pofition, than it would be, if thefe IriQi lords had 
eftates executed or paft unto them. Upon thefe 
terms ftood the eftate of the chief lords of Fer- 
managh* 
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.managh. But touching the inferior gentlemen 
and inhabitants, it was not certainly known to the 
the ftate here, whether they w^re only tenants at 

^ will to the^chief lords (whereof the uncertain cut- 
ting which the lords ufed upon them might be. an 
argument), or whether they were freeholders yield* 
ing of right to their chief Jprd certjun rents and 
fervices,'as many of them do allege, affirming that 
the Irifti cuttiqg was an ufurpatipn and a wrong. 
This was a point wherein the Lord-Deputy and 
Council did niuch defirc'to he rcfolvcd, the refolur 
tion whereof would give them much light, how to 
make a juft and equal diftribution of the country, 
and to fettle every particular inhabitant thereof. 
Thus much concerning theftate of Fermanagh, 

As for Cavan, othcrwife called Breny Orelye or 
O'Relies Country, the late troubles bad fo unfettlcd 
the pofleflions thereof, which indeed were never 
well diftinguifhed and eilabliflied, as it was daubt- 
ful in whbm the chiefrie of that country refted^ or 
if the chief lord had been knawn> yet was it as un- 
certain what demefnes, or duties he ought to have. 
And for the particular tenants, they were fo many 
times remo ci and rej ?ftcd, as their r- ties j^nd poflef- 
fions were as doubtful as the lords. True it is, that 
Sir John Perrott being deputy purpofed the reforma- 
tion and fettling of this country ; and to that end, 
indeniurts were^drawn between hittiLlf, in behalf 
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of the late queen, on the one part, and Sir John 
O'Relie, then chief lord of the country, on the 
other ; whereby Sir John O'Relie did covenant to 
furrender the whole unto the queen, and Sir John 
Perrott, on the other part, did covenant, that letters 
patent Ihould be made unto him of the whole. Ho w- 
beit, there followed no eflfeft of this : for neither wa» 
there any furrender made by Sir John O'Relie, 
neither was there any patent granted unto him, 
during Sir John Perrott's time, marry afterwards, 
when the late Lord Chancellor, and Sir Henry 
Wallop, were Lords Juftices, certain commiffionen 
were fcnt down to divide the country into baronies 
and to fettle the chief Septs and families therein; 
which'tbey did in this manner ; The whole country 
being divided into feven baronies, they ^ffigned two 
unto Sir John O'Relie, free from all public charges 
and contributions ; a third barony they allotted to 
Philip O'Relie, brother to Sir John O'Relie; a 
fourth to Edmond O'Relie, untie to Sir John 
O'Relie ; a fifth to the fons of one Hugh O^Relie, 
furnamed the Prior : and out of the three baronies, 
whereof Sir John O'Relie was not polfeffed, they 
refcrved unto him a chief rent of ten (billings out 
of every poll (being a portion* of land wntaining 
three fcore acres or thereabouts) in lieu of all Irifli 
cuttings and taxes. As for the other two baronies 
poffeffcd by the Septs of M'Remon, and M*Gaurol, 
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being remote and bordering upon O'RorkQS coun- 
try, they were neglelfted and left fubjeft ftill to 
the Irifli exaflions of the chief lord; but to the 
crown they referved upon the whole country 220 
beeves, which the deputy ever fince hath taken 
for his provifion. This divifion, or eftablifliment, 
was made and reduced to writing, as one of the 
commiflionera, who is yet living, told me; who 
told me withal, that they were well paid for their 
pains : for he that had lead had an hundred fat 
beeves given him by the country ; yet cannbt we 
find any return of this commiflion, either in the 
Council Book, or in the Chancery. So as hitherto 
there were only projefts- made for the fettling of 
the country, but nothing was really and effeftually 
done; none of the rules arid ceremonies of the law 
obferved, cither by accepting furrenders, or re- 
granting the land back again, or by any other law- 
ful conveyance, or execution of eftates. After this 
Sir John O'Relie died in rebellion ; whereupon his 
brother Philip O'Relie took upon him the name of. 
O- Rclie, and pbffefled himfelf of the country as 
Tannift and chief Lord, according to the Irifti cuf- 
tom ; and being fopoflcfled, was flain in rebellion : 
gfier his death, EdmondO'Relie, his uncle, entered 
in like manner, and was killed in adlual rebellion. 
Since the death of Edmond, none of that Sept was 
elcded or created O'Relie, but the chiefrie of the 
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country flood doubtful till the end of the wars : then 
a niece of the Earl of Ormond being the widow of 
Mulmora O'Relic (eldeft fon of Sir John O'Reiie. 
which Mulmora had been always loyal, and was 
flain on the Queen's part), fuppofing that Sir John 
CyRelie held the country by grant, from the late 
queen (which indeed he never did), caufed an in- 
quifition to be taken, whereby it was found, that 
Sir John O- Relic was fcized of the country in fee, 
and died feized ; ?fter whofe death, the country 
defcended to Mulmora, who likewifedied feized, his 
heir being within. age and his. majefty*s ward: 
thereupon (he made fuit to Sir George Gary, theti 
Lord-Deputy, as well for the grant of the ward- 
(hip, as for. the aflignment of her dower ; whereas 
indeed, the land never defcended, according to the 
courfe of the comn^oq law ; but now was ever 
held by Tannis, according to the Irifli cuftom, 
whereby there could grow neither wardftiips nor 
dower. For, the Tannift coming in by eleftion, 
neither did his heir ever inherit, neither was his 
wife ever endowed. Howbeit, Sir George Gary, by 
a warrant from the Council Table only, did aflign 
unto her the third part of the profit of the country, 
and gave her withal the cuftody of the body of her 
fon> but the cuftody of the land during the King^s 
pleafure he committed unto one Mulmora O'Relie, 
great uncle to the fuppofed wardi whereof the poor 
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gentleman hath made little benefit, becaufe not bc^ 
ing created O'Relie by them, they would not fuffer 
him to cut andexadl, like an Irilh lord,, neither would 
they fuffer him to receive the efiablKhment made by 
the commiffioners, becaufe it had been broken and 
rejefted by Philip andEdmond, who fmce held the 
country a$ Tannift, or Iri(h chieftains, In th^fe 
uncertain terms, flood the pofleffions of Brevye, 
which we now call the county of Cavan. 

I thought it not impertinent to ihow unto your 
lordlhip how unfettled the pofleffions of th^fecoun^ 
tries were, before my Lord-Deputy began his jour^- 
ney ; that it may appear, how needful it was, that 
the Lord-Deputy ftiould defcend in perfon to vifit 
thofe countries, whereby he might have opportu- 
nity to difcover and underftand the true and par- 
ticular ftate, both of the pofleffions and poffei|br$ 
thereof, before he gave warrants for paffing the 
fame by letters patent unto any; and thereby pre- 
vent that error, which hath formerly been com- 
mitted in paffing all Tyrone to one, and Tyrconnel 
fo another, and other large teritories to Qdogherly 
jind Randal M'Sorley, without any refpeft of the 
King's poor fubjeds who inhabit and hold the lands 
under them; whereby the patentees are made 
little kings, dr rather tyrants over them : infomuch 
as they now being wooed and prayed by the ftate, 
cannot yet be drawn to make freeholders^ for the 
fervice of the commonwealth, which, before the 
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pdfflng of their patents, they would gladly aind 
humbly have yielded unto. 

Tlie ftate, therefore, of the three counties be* 
fore named, ftanding in fuch terms as I have be* 
fore exprefled; my I.ord-Deputy, accompanied 
with the Lord-Cbaocellor, the Lord Chief Juftice, 
Sir Oliver Lambert, and Sir Garret Moore, and 
being alfo waited upon by myfelf, who was fof 
this fervice joined in commiflion of affize and goat 
delivery with the Chief Juftice, began his journey 
the nineteenth day of July laft, beifjg Saturday ,^ 
and lodged that night and the next at the Abbey of 
Mellifont, Sir Garret Moofe^s houfe. On Monday 
night his Ibrdihip camped in .the field, upon rht 
borders of Ferney, which i$ the inheritance of th^ 
Earl of Effex ; and albeit we were to pais throiigh 
the waftefl and wildeft parts of all the north, yet 
had we only for our guard ftx or feven fcore foot, 
and &fty or three fcore horfe, which is an argu-' 
ment of a good time, and ot a confident deputy. 
For in farmer times (when the ftate enjoyed the 
beft peace and fecurity) vto Lord-Deputy did ever 
venture htmfelf into thofe parts . without an ^rmy 
of eight hundred or one thoufand men. The third 
night after our departure from MeHifonty we came 
to the town of Monaghan, which doth notdeferve 
the name of a good village, conCfting of divert 
fcattercd cabins, or cottages, whereof the moft 
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part arc pofleffed by the caft foldiers* of that garrJ- 
fon. In the riorthmoft part thereof there is a little 
fort, which is kept by the foot company of Sir 
Edward Blaney, who is Scnefchal or Governor of 
that county by patent. In the midft of this village, 
there is a fotmdatioti of a new Caftle, which being 
raifed ten or twelve feet from the ground, and fo 
left and negledcd for the fpace of almoft two years,' 
is now ready to fall into ruin again ; albeit his Ma- 
jcfty's charge in building hath already been twelve 
hundred pounds at Icaft. My Lord-Deputy was as 
much dtfpleafed at the fight thereof, as the chief 
lords of the country are pleafcd and comforted 
therewith ; becaufe if it' were erefted and finilhed 
in that form as was intended, it would at all times 
be a bridle unto their infolency: for the M*Ma«- 
hounes undoubtedly are the pjroudeft and moft bar- 
barous fept among the Irilh ; and do ever fooneft 
repine and krck and fpurn at the Englifh govern- 
ment. 'My Lord-Deputy having pitched his tents 
about a quarter of a mile from the town, did pre- 
fcntly diftinguifli the bufmefs that was to be done; 
the determining of matters of the Crown, and the 
hearing of perfpnal petitions touching debt and 
trefpafsy he left wholly to thejuftices of theaffize 
and goal delivery; and referved only to himfelf 
and the Lord-Chancellor the confideration of fuch 
petitions as fhould be made unto him, touching the 
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lands and pofltfflions of that country ; which huCu 
nefs, becaufe it was the principal, and taken in 
hand by my Lord*Deputy himfelf, I will firft 
trouble your Lordlhip with the relation thereof. 

His Lordfliip firft propounded to tlie inhabitants 
of the country, two principal queftions in writing : 
viz. firft, what lands they were at that inftant pof- 
. feffed of; and fecondly, what lands they claimed, 
cither by patent from the Crown, or by promife 
from the State- When they had given in their 
feveraKanfwers to thefe queftions, my Lord-Deputy 
thought meet to inform himfelf of the particular 
ftate of the country, by perufing the book of divi* 
fion made by Sir William Fitz-wiUiams, which 
remaining among the rolls in the chancery, the 
Lord-Chancellor had brought with him of purpofe 
for this fervice. By that book it did appear, >that 
the county of Monaghan was divided into five baro- , 
nies, viz. Dartrey, Monaghan, Cremorn, Trough, 
and Donamayn, That thefe five baronies contain 
an hundred ballibetaghs, viz. Dartrey twenty -one, 
Monaghan twenty-one, Cremorn twenty-two, 
Trough fifteen, and Donamayn twenty-two- That 
>every ballibetagh, which fignifieth, in the Irifh 
tongue, a town able to maintain hofpitality, con- 
taincth fixteen taths ; every tath containeth three- 
fcore Englilh acres or thereabouts : fo as every baN 
Jibctagh containeth nine hundred and fixty acres : 
the extent of the whole country, containing one 
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Iiartdred bJillibetaghs, is eighty*fix thoufaild acresy 
befidb the church lartd. All this country, albeit 
it were re fumed and refted adually in the Crown 
by the a(5l: of attainder of Sh^iie O'Neal^, notwith- 
ftandtng the M*Mailounes being ftill permitted to 
hold the pofleflion, no man fought to have any 
grant thereof until Walter Earl of Eflex obtained 
the whole Barony of Dbnamayn (other wife called 
the Ferry and Clarikawell) to hitnfelf and his 
heirs; and afterwards upon the execution of Hugh 
Ro M'Mahoune, chifef of hts name, Sir William 
Fitzwilliams divided and difpofed the other baro- 
nies in this manner : in the Dartrey, five ballibe* 
taghs were granted in demefne unto Brian M*Hugh 
Oge M'Mahoune, then reputed chief of his name,' 
«nd the heirs males of his body, rendering thirty 
poundis rent, viz. fix pounds for every ballibetagh; 
the otherlixteen ballibetaghs were divided among 
the ancient inhabitants of that barony ; fome hav- 
ing a great portion allotted, and fome a iefs; how*» 
beit every one did render a yearly rent of twenfy 
Ihillings out of every tath, whereof twelve kil- 
lings and fix pence was granted to Brian M*Hugh 
Oge M*Mahoune, as a chief rent, in lieu of all 
ether duties, and feven and fixpetice was referved 
to the Crown, whith plot was obferved in every of 
the other baronies ; fo as out of every ballibetagh 
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containing fixteen laths, the Lord had ten pounds, 
and the King fix, * 

In Monaghan, Rofle Bane M'Mahoune had like- 
wife five ballibetaghs granted unto him with ^he 
like eftate, rendering to the Queen 30I. rent, and 
the like chief rents as aforefaid, out of nine bal- 
libetaghs more. And in the fame baronies Patrick 
M'Art Moyle had three ballibetaghs allotted unto 
him with the like eftate, rendering 18L rent to 
the Queen, and the like chief rent out of all the 
other four. 

In Cremorn, Euer M'Collo M*Mahoune, who 
was the firft of that name that entered into the late 
rebellion, and is now farmer to my Lord of Eflcx 
of all his land in that country, had five ballibetaghs 
in demefne granted unto him and the heirs male 
of his body, rendering 3oh rent to the Crown, 
and the like chief rent out of twelve other balli- 
betaghs: and in the fame barony, one Patrick 
Duffe M*Collo M'Mahoune had' two ballibetaghs 
and a half affigned to him in demefne, rendering 
15I. rent, and the like chief rent out of two other 
baronies and a half, 

In the Trough, containing only fifteen ballibe- 
taghs, Patrick M*Rena had three ballibetaghs, and 
twelve taths in demefne given unto him with the 
like eftate, rendering 2 2I. rent as . aforefaid, and 
the like chief rent out of feven other ballibetaghs ;. 
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and in the fame barony, one Brian OgeM^Ma** 
houne, brother to Hugh Ro, who was executed^ 
had the like eftate granted unto him in three balli- 
betaghs, rendering i8I. rent in like manner, and 
the like chief rent out of two otfier ballibetaghs t 
and under this condition, that if the patentee, or 
the afligns, did riot within five years Build a caftle 
upon Ibme part of the land contained in their pa- 
tents, their feveral grants to be void. 

Thus it appeared, that fhefe four baronies were 
then beftowed among the chief lords or gentlemen 
of that country : arid as they haid theif demefnes 
and rents allotted unto them ; fo the inferior inha- 
bitants, which were fo many in number, as it is 
riot fit to trouble your Lordlhfp with the lift of 
their particular names, were all named in the book 
of divifion, and had their feveraf portronis of land! 
granted .unto them and to their heirs. Howbeity 
the eftates made to thefe petty freeholders were 
not fubjecfl: to any conditions to defeat the fame, 
but only fiomine pana for non payment of theif 
feveral rents : whereas In every grant made to the 
lords there was a threefold provifo, viz. that if any 
of them took upoti him the name of M^Mahoun?, 
or did fail of payment of the Queen's rent, or en- 
tered into rebellion, and were thereof attainted^ 
their letters patent (hould be void. 
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Thus the temporal lands Were difpofed; Fdr 
the chiirch'land; the abbey of Clunys, Which was 
the only abbey of any value in that cdunty, was 
fdrmetly demifed to Sir Hfcnry Drake, for years : 
but thfe reft of the fpiritual lands^ which the 
irifti icall Termdnsj the;^ Were granted to fundry 
fervitors, rendering ten (hillings to the crown for 
every tath, which oiit of all the church land 
amounted to ^^.70 per annum, or thei*cabouts : 
biit as well thefe patentees j as the former, did all. 
fail in their performance of the conditions, where- 
iipon their feverdeftates depended: fo as there 
Wanted nothing biit ail office to be found thereof 
for the making void of all their patents; And 
therefore as foon as the ftate of the poffdflions of 
this country did appear unto my Lotd Deputy to 
ftahd in fuch fort, dsis before expreffed, his Lord- 
lllip'' forthwith commanded me to draw a fpecial 
commiffion, direfted ^mong others to the Chief 
Jtiftice ' and myfelf, to enquire, as well of the 
breach of the conditions contained in the grants 
beforementioned^ as alfo of ail efcheatcd and con^ 
Sealed Idnds in that county : Accordingly, the com- 
miffion was drawn and fealed in the haniper, in the . 
execution whereof we impannellcd as many of the 
patentees themfdves as appeared' at that feffions to 
enquire of the articles contained in thecommiffion: 
So as they thtfmfelves found their own letters pa- 
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tent void, fome for non-payment of the King's 
rent, and others, for npt building of caftles withii\ 
the time prefcribed ; belides, they fQund divers of 
the inferior freeholders to have been flain in the 
late rebellion, whereby eight or nine ballibetaghs 
were efcheatcd to the crown, every ballibetagh 
(as 1 faid before) containing nine hundred ahd 
fixty, acres, or thereabouts; which office being 
found, there refled in the poffeffion of the crown 
the greatefl part of that county. This being done, 
my Lord-Deputy entered into council in what 
manner he might beft difpofe and re-fettie the fame 
again, according to. his inflrucnions received out of 
England in that behalf : Wherein albeit his Lprd- 
fhip did refolve to determine of pothing finaHjr 
before his return to Dublin, where, with the reft 
of the council, he propofed to dige^ all the bufi- 
nefs of this journey ; yet having an' .injtent to make 
fome alterations of the former divifion, his Lord- 
fhip acquainted' the principal gefttlemen and lords • 
therewith, moving them : to give their free con» 
fents thereunto ; to the end that thofe fmall alfefa- 
tions might not breed any difference or difcord 
among them; and thereupon his Lpinilhip did in 
a maniier c nclude that Brian M*Hugh Oge (hould 
be reftored tb all that he had by the former divifi- 
on, except one or two ballibetaghs, which he was 
well contented (hould be difpofed to two young 
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children, his near kinfmen, for which he was 
promifed to receive recompence out of the lands 
efcheated within his barony ; that Patrick M*Art 
Moyle ftiould likewife be reftored in integram ; how- 
beit he was not well contented therewith, alledging 
that my Lord Lieutenant, when he received him 
into grace,, promifed to make him equal in poflef- 
(ions with Brian M'Hugh Oge ; but my Lord- 
Deputy found no eafy way to perform that pro- 
mifc, notwithftanding his Lordftip defigned unto 
him one ballibetagh more, being a parcel of the 
barony of Trough, which, lying upon the border 
of Tyrone, hath been poffefled of late by the 
Earl, who pretended that it is parcel of his coun- 
try : That Roffe Bane M*Mahoune (hould likewife 
be re-'cftabli(hed in all his former poffeffions, one 
ballibetagh excepted, which he frankly gave to 
one of his kinfmen, who was forgotten in the laft 
divifion: That Patrick M*Retina and Bryan Oge 
M*Mahoune (hould hold all their lands and rents . 
without any alteration at all. But the greateft , 
change was to be made in the barony of Cremorq, 
the greateft part whereof was, by the former di- 
vifion, afligned to Euer M*Collo, who, notwith- 
ftanding, never enjoyed any part thereof: becaufe 
one Art M'Rorie M*Mahoune, an adive and def- 
perate fellow, who had a very fmall portion given 
him by Sir William Fitjswilliams, making claim 
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to that whole barony, did ever fince with ftrong 
haod withhold the poQeflion thereof from Euer 
M'ColIo ; therefore, not without confent of Euer 
hjmfelf, his Lordftiip affigned to Art M'Roric five 
ballibetaghs in that barony : And becaufe a place 
called fiaililargan, containing twp ballibetaghSji lieth 
jn the midway between Monaghan and the New-? 
rie, which twp towns are diftant the one from the 
other twenty-four miles, ani forafmuch as Mb- ' 
naghan, being an inland town, cannot be Supplied 
with viftuals but from the Newrie, and that it is a 
matter of great difficulty in time of war to convey 
vicfluals twentyrfour miles, having no place of 
faf ety to reft in by the way ; therefore his Lord- 
fliip thought it very neceffary for the fervice of the 
ftate to referve thofe two ballibetaghs, and to pafe 
fbme eftate thereof to the governqr of Monaghan, 
who doth undertake within fliort time to build ^ 
caftle thereupon at his own charges. 

Thefe feven ballibetaghs being refumed from 
Euer M*Collo, he hath yet allotted to him and his 
fons in demefiie, and in chief, ten ballibetaghs or 
thereabouts : albeit Patrick DufF^ M*Collo, his 
Iqnfman, dpth ftill hold his five ballibetaghs ac- 
cprding to the firft divifion. This refumption was 
made upon Euer M'Gollo Ipr two caufes ; firft, in 
regard the ftate (hall now put him in quiet pof* 
feffion of a good part of the barony ; whereas be^ 
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fore be did not enjoy any p^rt thereoiF; fecondly, 
bccaufe he holdeth a whole barony in farni .from 
my Lord of Effex, wherein he hath fo good a pen- 
nyworth, as he is grown fince the wars to be of 
greater wealth, than all the reft of his name be- 
fidcs. 

Thus much was intended for the principal gen- 
tlemen and lords of the country ; as for the petty^ 
freeholders; fiach of them as have furvived the 
wars, and not being fince pardoned, do own good 
eftates in law ftill, and need only to be eftabliflied 
in*their feveral poflcflions ; all which his Lordlhip 
hath a purpofe to do by a general order : but the 
lands of fuch as were llain irt rebellion, his JL,ord^ 
ihip allotted two or three ballibetaghs thereof, ly- 
ing in the barony of Monaghan, unto divers cad 
foldiers dwelling in that poor town, which will be 
a good ftrength to that garrifon; the remnant 
being fcaitered in the other baronies, his Lordfliip 
hath difpofed to fuch of the inhabitants, as were 
commended for thgir inclination to prove civil, and 
loyal fubjefts. Laftly, the patentees of the fpi- 
ritual, or termon lands, making fuit to his lord- 
lhip to be reftored to their feveral portions granted 
unto them upon the former divifiop ; his Lordlhip 
thought fit to extend the like favour untq them, 
as he had done to t|ie Irilh. And this is the efFeft 
of that bufinefs, which his Lordfliip refervcd unto 
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himfelf, wherein his Lordfliip doth make this a 
year of Jubilee to the poor infhabitants of this 
county of Monaghah, becaufc every man fhall re- 
turn to his own houfe, be reftored to his ancient 
poffeffions, and withal have the arrear of rent to 
the King remitted, which is indeed a great matter; 
for the arrear of this country doth aniount to 6000/. 
at leaft. 

Touching the fervice performed in this country 
by the juftices of Aflize: albeit they found few 
prifoners in the goals, the moll part being bailed 
by Sir Edward Blaney, to* the end the fort where 
the goal is kept might not be peftered with them ; 
yet when fuch as were bailed came in upon their 
recognizances, the number was greater than we 
expefted. One grand jury was fo well chofen, as 
they found with good expeciition all the bills of 
ihdidment true; but on the other fide, the juries, 
that were impannelled for trial of the prifoners, 
did acquit them- as faft, and found them not guilty ; 
which whether it was done for favour, or for fear, 
it is hard to judg-e : for the. whole county, con- 
fifting of three or four names only, viz. M'Ma- 
houne, MRena, M'Cabe, and O'Connaly, the 
chief was ever of one of thofe names, and of thefe 
names this jury did confift ; fo that it was impol- 
fible to try him but by his kinfmen, and therefore 
it was probable that the malefactors were acquitted 
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for favour : but on the otjber part, wc were in- 
duced to think, that fear might be the caufc ; for- 
afmuch as the poor people feemed very unwilling 
to be fwom of the juries, alledging, that if they 
condemned any man, his friends in revenge would 
rob, or burn,' or kill them for it; and that the 
like mifchief had happened to. divers jurors fince 
the lall feflion holden there : fuch is the barbarous 
malice and impiety of this people. Notwithftand- 
ing, when we had puniflied one jury with good 
round fines and imprifonmem, for acquitting fomc 
prifoners, contrary todiredl and pregnant evidence, 
another jury being impannelled for trial of others, 
found two notorious malefadlors guilty : whereof 
one was a notable thief, and the other a receiver 
of thieves ; both which were prefqntly executed^ 
and their execution ftruck fome terror in the befl: 
men of the country ; for the beef, which they eat 
in their houfes, is for the moft part ftolen out of 
-the Englifh pale ; and for that purpofe, every one 
of them keepeth a cunning thief, which he calfeth 
his Cater. Brian Oge M*Mahoune, and Art M'Ro- 
rie, two of the principal gentlemen before named, 
were indided for the receiving of fuch ftealths ; 
but they acknowledging their faults upon their 
knees before my Lord-Deputy, had their pardon 
granted unto them ; fo that I believe ftolen flefli 
will not be fo fweet unto them hereafter. 
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When we had delivered the goal, we impannellcd 
another jury, to enquire of the ft^te of the churcU 
in that county j giving them thefe fpecial articles 
in charge/ viz. how imi\y parifh churches there 
were jn that county; vfhp were patrons; who 
were incumbents ; whiph of the churches were 
fufficieptly repaired ; and what decayed ; of what, 
yearly value they were ; what glebe, tythes, or 
other duties belonged unto every church ; and who 
toolc the profits thereof, - 

This we did by virtue of that great commiflion 
which was fent out of England about twelve months 
fmce, whereby the commiflioners have authority, 
^mong other things, to enquire of thefe points ; 
and thereupon to take order for the re-edifying 
and the repairing of the churches, and for the 
, placing of fufficient incumbents therein. This 
point of that commiflion was npt before time put 
in execution any wljere, albeit it was fundry times 
mqveci at the council table, that fomewhat might 
be done therein ; but my Lords the Bilhops that 
fit at the board, being not very well pleafed that 
laymen fhould intermeddle with ecclefiaftical mat- 
ters, did ever anfwer that motion ip this manner : 
Let us alone with that bufinefs ; take you no care 
for that; we wi|l fee it efF^ded, we warrant you: 
notwithftanding there hath been fo little care ta • 
ken, as that thegreateft part of the churches within 

the 
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the pale lie dill in their ruins ; fo as the commmi 
people (whereof many without doubt would .con-? 
forna theipfelvcs) have no place to refort unto^^ 
where they may hear divine ferVice, This confi- 
deration moved us to enquire of the ftate of the 
church in thefe unreformed counties. The inqui- 
iition prefented unto us in this county was in Latin* 
feeicaufe the principfil jurors were vicars and clerks : 
it appeared, that the chutghps for the moft part 
are utterly wafte ; that the King is patron of all ; 
and that the incumbents are Popifli priefts, infti- 
tuted by Bifliops authorized from Rome; yet, ma- 
ny of them, like other old priefts of Qyeen Mary's 
time, in England, ready to yield to cqnformity. 

When we had received this particular informa-^ 
tion, it was thought meet to referve it, and to-fuf- 
pend and ftay all proceedings thereupon until the 
Biftiop of Derry, Raphoe, and Clogher (which 
threediocefes comprehend the greateft part of Ulfterp 
albeit they be now united for one man's benefit) (hall 
arrive out of England* whofe abfence, being two 
years fince he was eledled by his Majefty, hath 
been the chief caufe that no coqrfe hath been hi- 
therto taken tq reduce this poor people to Chrifr 
tianity ; and therefore maps peccatum ha^et. 

Laftly, for the civil government of this county 

we mad? feveral orders : ^rft, for the building of a 

. goal and feflioris houfp, we impofed a tax upon 

the 
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the country (by confeat of the chief gentlemen and 
freeholders) of ;^. 40. ft(?rlingf and for the furplu- 
fage of the charge, we moved my Lord-Deputy and 
Council to prpmife an allowance out of the fines 
and cafualties of that county :. next, for the ered-" 
ing of a free-fchool, and maintenance of a 
fchool-mafter in Monaghan, we prevailed with the 
chief lords fo far as they yieldedto contribute £. 20. 
a year to that ufe : finally, we revived and enlarg- 
. ed fundry form^sr orders, made for the mending 
of high ways, clearing of paths, and the bringing 
of lazy and idle men to juftice, &c. 

This is the efFed of all our proceedings in the 
county of Monaghan. 

Frpm Monaghan we went the firll night to the 
ruins of the Abbey of Clunys, where we camped; 
and pafling from thence through ways dmoft im- 
paflable for our carriages, by reafon of the woods 
and bogs, we came the. fecond night after to the 
fouth fide ofLougherne, and pitched our tents over 
againft the ifland of Devonifh, a place being pre- 
pared for the holding of our feflions for Fermanagh 
in the ruins of an abbey there. Here my Lord 
Deputy diftinguiihed the bufinefs, as he had for- 
merly done, in thje county of Monaghan; referv- 
ing unto himfelf the difpofition and fettling of the 
lands of inheritance ; and leaving unto us the or- 
dinary matters both criminal and civil. 

For 
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For the lands of inheritance in Fermanagh^ 
they ftood not in the fame terms as the lands of 
Monaghan : for the Scignory, or Chiefry, and the 
demefne lands that were the inheritance of M* Guy re 
himfelf, were reduced, and refted in the Crown, by 
two feveral inquifitions, found after the death of 
Hugh M'Guyre, the archrebel»of whom I have 
fpoken before, the one found in Munfter, (where 
Ihortly after he was flain in aftual rebellipn) by 
fpeciai ^mmiffion ; and the other, in Ferma- 
nagh, by the late Lord Chief Baron, .by virtue of 
his office of Chief Baron, two years fmce, when he 
was juftice of aflize.in that county; both which 
offices are returned and remain of record ; the one 
in the Chancery, and the other in the Exchequer, 
But forafmuch as the greateft part of the inhabitant* 
of that country did claim to be freeholders ot their 
feveral pofleffibns, who furviving the late rebellioa 
had never been attainted ; but having received his 
Majefty's pardon, flood upright in law, fo as w^ 
could not clearly intitle the Crown to their lands, 
except it were in point of conqueft, a title which • 
the ftate here hath not at any time taken hold of 
for the King againft the Irifti, which upon the con- 
queft were not difpoffefled of their lands, but were 
^ permitted to die, feized thereof in the King's allegi- 
ance ; albeit they bold the fame, not according to 
the courfe of the common law, but by the cullom 

of 
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daimed a chiefry oveir the reft, and the inferidr 
ibrt divided their poffeffions after the manner of 
Gavelkind. Therefore it was thought meet t6 
imp^nnel a jury of thfe inoft fufficient inhabitants 
to enquire and prefent how many freeholds therfe 
were, and what lands thby held in^this county, and 
what certain rents arid fervices they yielded to the 
jVl'Guyres, or other chieftains and tdnnifts in an^ 
fcient time. Though this was a bufinefe of fome ' 
labour, becaufe the cUftom of Gavelkind had liiade 
fuch petty fra(flioris arid divifions of thepofleffions'of 
this county ,a^ the number of freeholdets was exceed- 
ing great, y^t within two days they brought in their 
inquifitidn, in Irifti; which being tranflatcd into Eng-, 
iifh, appeared to be confbfed in general, and without 
method; wherewith my Lord-Deputy not being 
fatisfied, his Lbrdfliip having taken a refoliition to 
vifit the fort and caftle of Ballilhannon in Tircoti- 
hel, being fitiiateon the north-weft end of Lough 
Earne, and riot diftarit froni our Camp above twen- 
ty Englilh miles, commanded me, in the mean time 
of hisLord(hip's abfence, to call the grand jury, 
who had mide the fdfoier prefentment, arid with 
ihera the chief irihabitants of every barony^ and, 
by conference with them, to digcft the biifinefs 
iagainft his return, which was done in this order. 

Firftj we thought meet to diftinguifh the pof- 
^flioas ; next, toenqmre of the particular poflcflbrs 

thereof. 
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thereof. Touching the pofleflions, we found Fet ] 
managh to be divided into feven baronies, viz. 
Magherry Boy, Clanauley, Clankclley, Magherry 
Stephanagh, TireCannada, Knbckniriney, arid Tu- 
tath. Every of thefe barOnieS Contdneth feven 
ballibetaghs and a half of l^nd, chargeable with 
M*Guyre*s rent and other contributions of the coun- 
try ; every ballibetagh is divided into foUf quarters 
of lands, and every quarter into four taths : fo as ^ 
baUibetagh contaiiieth fixteen taths, as it doth in ^ 
Monaghan ; but the meafure of this country is far 
larger, befides the free land, whereof thefe is go6d 
quantity in every barony, is no parcel of the feven 
ballibetaghs and a half whereof the barony is faid 
tQConfift. For thefe reafons, Fernianagh, contain- 
iflgbut fifty-one Ballibetaghs and a half of chargeable 
lands, is well nigh of as large an extent as Mon- 
aghan, which hath in it an hundred ballibetaghs. 

Touching the free land, we found it to be of threq 
kinds; Church land, or Termon land, as the Irifh 
call it. Secondly, the Menfall land of M'Guire. 
Thirdly, lands given to certain fepts privileged 
among the Irifli, viz. the lands of the Cronicles, 
Rimers, and Gallqglafles. 

For the Monaftery land, we found no other than 
' that which belonged to the Abbey of Lefgole, which 
doth not exceed thequamity of two ballibetaghs, and 
jieth for the mod paf t in the Barony of Clanawley. 

Jhc 
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The Church land was either Monaftery iandf 
Corbe land, or Herinachs land : for it did not ap- 
pear unto us, the bifliqp had any land in demefne, 
but certain Menfall duties of the Corbes and He- 
rinachs ; neither did we find the parfons and vicars 
had any Glebe lands at all in this country. 

But the lands belonging to the Corbes and He- 
. rinachs are of a far gr^^ater quantity, gnd are found 
in every barony, I had heard of the name of a 
Corbe and of an Herinach divers times fince I 
came into this kingdom, and would gladly have 
learned of our clergymen at Dublin, what kind of 
religious perfons they were ; but could never be 
fatisfied by any ; and therefore at this time, I'was 
the more curious and inquifitiye to inform myfelf 
of thefd ecclefiaftical perfons, th'c like whereof are 
not to be found in any other part of Chriftendom, 
nor in Ireland neither, but only in the countries 
that are mere Irilh :♦ when therefore we came to 
enquire of the quantity of termonl ands, I called un- 
to me one of the beft learned Vicars in all the coun- 
try, and one that had been a brehon, and had fome 
Ikill in the civil and common laws, and with much 

ado 

♦ Dr, Lclaod feems to have inifunderftood Sir John Davies ; 
as he dates ^ir John^s letter to have faid, '^ that the corbes and 
** HERENACHs werc pecuIiar to the mere Irilh countries of all 
*' other pares of Chriiiendom," Leland, 4to edit. vol. 11. p.-. 
510. 
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ado I got from him thus much light for the' under- 
ftanding of this matter. He told me that the word 
ftrmon doth iigtiify, in the Iri(h tongue, a liberty^ 
or freedonii and that all Church-lands whatfoevef 
are called Termon-lands by the Irifh ; becaufe they 
were ever free from all impofitions and cuttings of 
the teniporal lords/ and had the privilege of fane- 
toary; fo as no temporal ferjeant, or officer, might 
enter to arreft any perfon upon thefe lands, 
but the btfiiops officers only;* howbeit, in com- 
mon underftandteg among us that are Englifh, we 
call fuchonly Termon-lands as were in the poflcf- 
fibn of Corbes, or Hercnachs. For the name of 
Corbe, I cottld no! learn that it had any fignificati- 
on. in the Irilh tongue ; fome call him in Latin 
Cojtverbius^ but fuch as are of beft underftandings 
call him Plekanus, and they yield the reafon of that 
name, ^ia plebi eccUfiafika fretefi.^ I colleft by 
T ' that 

* The learned Ufber agrees with Sir John in this defcription of 
the Term^n-lands, See Leknd^ 4to edit. vol. IT. p. 5 lo. 

f The profound Uilier gives a foRyeMrhat differ^nc account of 
the HERENACHS and corbes. The Herenachs had two charac- 
ters } partly ecclefiaftical, and fomevi^hat lay. They were ad- 
mitted into deacons orders, but they never were advanced higher : 
and they refided on the Tefmon-lands, the profits of which thejr 
diftributed to the Bifhop and inferior clergy; to the repair of 
churches and the maintenance of hofpitality. Theft fervices rhcy 
performed under the diredlion and care of thf co&bss^ who wdre 

ccdefi* 
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that which.they tell mc, that he was a pfior, or A 
refident of a Collegiate church ; for, he did not 
only poffefs a good quantity of glebe-lands, the 
tenants and occupiers whereof were called Ter- 
rnon men, and had piivilege of clergy, but he 
had, alfo fome redories appropriate, whereof he 
had that portion of tythes, which belonged to the 
parfon, and had withall the prefentation of the Vi- 
carage. He had always his place or feat in a mo* 
ther churchy where he had a certain number of 
priefts ferving with him i in the cathedral church 
he had a ftall in the choir, and a voice in the chap- 
ter : and this corblhip is named a dignity in the 
regifter at Rome ; for all dignities in cathedral 
churches* and all benefices of value in this king- 
dom, are contained in a regiftcrat Rome ; and the 
Pope at this day doth collate unto them ; and until 
this day the parfops prefented have, enjoyed the 
benefices, in tbis meer Irifh country, by cplour of 
the Pope's collation : laftly, this corblhip was in^ 
manner hereditary ; for though the Corbe were 
dver in orders, yet was he in this Irifli country ufu- 

ally 

ecclefiadics of a muCh higher border, approaching nearly to th^ 
character of the Bifbop, who prelided over the inferior clergy. 
It was alfo the opinion of the very flcilful antiquary beforeraenti- 
oned, that the mofl: ancient church polity of Ireland was ex- 
tremely analogous to that which ,once elided all oyer Chriftca- 
dom. See Leiand, 4to edit. vol. II. p. 434. 
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ally maitiefd, or if he were not married, he h^d 
children, and after his death, if any of his fons 
were qualified with learning, he was . chofen by 
the Dean and Chapter to be Corbe ; andj if nond 
of his fons were capable, another of that Sept ot 
furname was cbofeil. Without doubt thefe corbe- 
ihips, being in thef nature of eollegiaic churches, 
fire veiled in the cfowfi by the ftatute of diflblutioA 
of monaftries; and accordingly fdme of them have 
been reduced into charge ; but there are many 
whereof no inquifition hath been found, but con- 
cealed as iletained by the Irifti tinto this day, 
Alid, that your Lordlhip may perceive I weave not 
Ihis We(b out of my own brain, bu^ that I have au- 
thority for that which I deliver, I will here in- 
fert a certificate in Latin, made unto me by an 
Irilh fcholar, whofe opinion I required in this 
matter, which by chance i have now among my 
papers ; for the moft part of thefe jhings I have 
fet down, out of my own memory, being now 
at Waterfofd, ^nd having left the notes of our 
former journey at Dublin. 

The fcholar's opinion was this : '* Corbariatus^ 
•* five plebanatus, dignitas eft ; et mbdo ad regem 
" pertinct, fed antea id papatii ; in matf iei eccle-^ 
" fia debet neceflaria eflei ii>itiatus facris or4ini- 
" bus, omnefijue decimas pretinentes ad hunc 
'* debet hai»ere et beneficia adjua(fta hmc ipfips 
Ta '* funt 
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** fuQt eoruofique con&renti^m bafeet et pr-efenta- 
** tionem. Di<5tuni hoc nooien, quia . popiilo et 
** plebi ecclefiafticse ixmr'icis ec^hfi^^ pr^^fmt^. cer- 
'* turn nuraerum facerdotiitn qu^ collegialwfti 
" debet habere fecucn, primum .ftaltann in:fw 
** ecclefia habct. Habet ctiam ftallund vacuum io 
*^ ecclefia cathedrali, et voc^pi in omni q$pit^Io> 
" tam publico,, quam priMaito, irjfcribitur Rgipwp 
•* regiftro, ideoque dignity left/'- - 

Of thefe Corbfliips, th« b©ft in tljpii; pa^ts is at 
Clony^s, in the. county of ^'Jo^aglwn, wlwich M*M^* 
houne himfelf procured to be cpn^rr^; \^pQ9 
his eldeft fon, being but a boy> in. the ti|ne;of jtjjc 
kte rebellion : It wa3 long. before grant-ed unto §fT 
Henry Diike for years* and is m)W 'm th^ poiSeQipi) 
of Sir Francis Rulhe, wba marriied, pne of Srjr 
Henry Duke*a rdaughterS- There i? another at 
Derough, in Fermanagh, \yhich is likewise 
brought into charge. There are others in O'Rqurkfe's 
country ; others in upper Oflo^y,. and in Orwqund j 
and ill naany other pl*:e8, which are not yet di/co^^ 
Yered. Thus much tpuching the nature a»4 ^W^W 
of a Corbe, and^ of a Herii^ch. 
> For the Herinach, tjicre are few pariihea of any 
compafs in extent, where theris is not anH^rin^ch^ 
which being an officer of the church, took begin* 
ning in this manne[^: when any lord- or gentlcqian 
had a diredion to build a qhurch, he <yd firft dedi- 
cate 
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catc fome good pQriion of latjd to fome faint or 
other whom he chofe to be his patron ; then he 
founded the church, and called it by the name of 
that faint ; and then gave the land to fome cjerk 
not being in orders, and to his heirs for ever, witli 
this intent; that he (hould keep the church clean 
and well repaired, keep hofpitdlity, and give alms 
to the poor for the foul's health of the founder. 
This man and his heirs had the name of Errenagh, 
The Errenagh was alfo to make a weekly com me- 
lioration of the founder in the church. 

He had always Primam Tonfuram^ but took no 
other Orders ; he had a voice in the Chapter, when 
they Confulted about their revenues, and paid a 
certain yearly rent to the Bifhop, befides a fins 
upon marriage pf every one of his daughters, 
which they call a Lougjihimpy, he gave a fubfidy 
to theJBilhop at his firft entrance into his bifliop- 
rick. / 

The certainty of all which duties appear in 
the Biftiop's regifter, and thefe duties grew unto the 
Bi(hop : firft, becaufe the Herinagh could not be 
created, not the church, dedicated without the con- 
fent of the Biftiop. We are yet doubtful whether 
thefe lands poflefled by the Herinaghs, be yet re- 
duced to the Crown, becaufe the ftatute of Chaun- 
teries is not yet enatftid in this kingdom ; but cer- 
tain 
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tain it is, that thefe men poflefled all the Glebe 
lands, which belongeth yearly to fuch as have care 
of fouls : and therefore, when they (hall be re- 
fumed, it Were meet they ihould be added to the 
parfonages and vicarages, whefeby they may be 
found competent livings for able minifters, which 
may be placed hereafter in thefe parts ; for now, 
albeit there be in every parifli both a parfonand 
a vicar, yet both their livings, being put together, 
are not fufficient to feed an honcft man. For the 
tyihes of every parifti within the diocefe of Cloghcr, 
which comprehendeth Monaghan and almoft all 
Fermanagh, are divided into four parts, whereof 
the parfoii being commonly no prieft hath two 
parts ; the vicar, who is ever a prieft and ferveth 
the cure, hath one fourth part; and the bifliop 
hath another fourth part, which God knoweth in 
thefe poor wafte countries doth arife to very 
fmall portions/ And thus we foun4 the ftate of 
the ChurChland in this country. 

Touching M*Guyre's Menfall laods, which 
were free from all common charges and contri- 
butions of the country, becaufe they yielded a 
large proportion of butter and meal, and other pro- 
vifions for MKjuyre's table. Albeit the jury and 
other inhabitants did fet forth thefe Menfall lands in 
certainty, which lying in Several Baronies, did 

not 
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not in quantity exceed four Ballibetaghs,the greatcft 
thereof being in the pofleflion of one M'Manus 
and his fept, yet touching the certainty of the 
duties or provifions yielded unto M'Guyre out of 
thefe mcnfall lands, they referred themfeives untu 
an old parcljment roll, which they called an inden- 
ture, remainbg in the hands of one O'Briftan, a 
chonicler and principal brehon of that country : 
whereupon 0*Briftan was fent for, who lived not 
far from the camp, but was fo aged and decripid, 
as he was fcarce able to repair unto us : when h« 
was come, we demanded of him the fight of that 
ancient roll, wherein, as we were informed, not 
only the certainty of M'Guyre's menfall duties 
did appear, but alfo the particular rents and other 
fervices, which were anfwered to M'Guyre out of 
every part of the country. The old man feeming 
to bje much troubled with this demand, made an- 
swer, that he had fuch a roll in his keeping before ^ 
the war, but that in the late rebellicm, it was burn- 
ed among other of his papers and books, by certain 
Englifli foldiers. We were told by forae that were 
prefent, that this was not true ; for they affirmed 
that they had feen the roll in his hands fince the 
war : thereupon my Lord Chancellor (being then 
pfefent with us) for he did not accompany my 
Lord-Deputy to Ballifhannon, but (laid behind in 
' the camp) did minifter an oath unto him, and gave 

him 
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him a very ferious charge to inform us truly what 
was become of the roll. The poor old man, fetch- 
ing a deep figh, confefled that he knew where the 
roll was, but that it was dearer to him than his life; 
and therefore he would never Seliver it out of his 
hands, unlefs my Lord Chancellor would take the 
like oath, that the roll Ihould be reftored unto him 
agnin: my Lord Chancellor, fmiling, gave him 
his word and his hand that he (hould have the roll 
redelivered unto him, if he would fufFer us to take 
a view and a copy thereof : And thereupon the old 
Brehon drew the roll out of his bofom, where he 
did continually bear it about him : it was not very 
large, but it was written cxi both fides in a fair Irifli 
charaAer ; howbeit, fome part of the writing was 
vtrom and defaced with time and ill keeping-: we 
caufed it forthwith to be tranflatedinto Englifli, and 
then we perceived how many veffels of butter, and 
how many m^afures of meal, and how many porks, 
and other fuch grofs duties, did arife unto M'Guyre 
out of his menfall lands ; the particulars whereof 
I could have exprcfled, if I had not loft the tranf- 
lated copy of the roll at Dublin ; but thefe trifles 
are not worthy to be prefented to your Lordfliip's 
knowledge. It is fufficient to fhew of what qualis 
thofe menfall duties arc, and for the quantity there- 
of, though it were great, in refpeftofthe land out 
of which thefe provifions were taken, which being 

laid 
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laid altogether doth not exceed four ballibetaghs (as^ 
I faid before) yet fuch commodities in thofe parts 
are of little or no value, and therefore he never 
made any civil ufe of them, but fpent them waftful- 
ly in a fordid and barbarous manner, amor^g his 
loofe and idle followers: bcfide thefe mcnfals, 
M*Guyre had 240 beeves, or thereabouts, yearly 
paid unto him out of all the 7 baronies, and about 
hiscaftle of Ennilkillen he had almoft a ballibetagh 
of land, which he manured with his own churlcs- 
and this was M*Guyre*s whole cftate in certainty, 
for in right he had no more, and in time of peace 
he did exadl no more, marry in time of war he made 
himfelt owner of all, cutting what he lifted, and 
iippofingas many bonaghtes, or hired foldicrs, up- 
on them, as he had occafion to ufe : for albeit Hugh 
M'Guyre that was flain in Munfter were indeed a 
valiant rebel,, and the ftouteft that ever was of his 
name : notwithftanding generally the natives of 
this county are repirted the worft fwordfmenof the 
North, being rather inclined to be fcholars, or huf- 
bandmen, than 10 be kerne, or men of adlion,.as 
they term rebels in this kingdom ; and for this caufe 
M*Guyre in the late wars did hire and wage the 
greateft part of his foldiers out of Connaught, and 
out of the Brenie O'Relie, and made his own coun- 
trymen feed them, and pay them ; and therefore 
the jury enquiring of Efcheates, found only two 

free-holders 
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freeholders in this country, befides Hugh M'Guyrc 
himfelf, to have been flain in the late rebellion. 
Hereby your Lordlhip may perceive what manner 
of Lord M'Guyre ftiould have been, and what 
means and power he ftiould have had to do hurt, 
if the ftatc here had in former times but looked in- 
to the ftate of this country, and had cftabliftiedthe 
Engliftl laws and juftice among them, whereby 
every man might have enjoyed his own : and your 
lordfliip may likewife conjetflure of what greatnefs 
the beft of this fyrname will be, when the chiefry 
of this country Ihair be divided betweeti two 
M'Guyres, and the freeholders ftiall be eftabliftied 
in their poflbflions without any dependency upon 
th(? Lords, paying only their certain rents and du- 
ties. Affuredly thefe Irifti Lords appear to u« 
like glow worms, which afar ofFfeem to be all fire ; 
but, being taken up in a man's hands, are but filly 
worms : and yet this young Coconaught M'Cuyre 
(whofe brother Hugh was the alpha, gnd himfelf 
the omega of the laft rebellion : for Hugh was thar 
firft that went out, and himfelf the lafl that came in), 
will in no wife be fatisfiqd with the greateft part of 
the chiefry of his country ; fuch is the pride of his 
owh heart and fuch is the encouragement he receives 
from fome of place and power in this kingdom : 
and to the end he might be thought a perfon fit to 
be pleafed with^ extraordinary good terms, he 

- , gave 
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gave out a falfe alarm, fome few days before our 
coming into Fermanagh, that himfelf with the Earl 
of Tirconnel were going into. Spain, a common and 
poor Irifti policy pradifed in this realm, ever fince 
the conqueft, to amufe the ftate with rumours, that 
arc utterly falfe, which notwithftanding, in former 
times, bath prevailed to do hurt in this kingdom, 
according to the obfervation and faying of ^he old 
Cardinal of Loraine, that a lie, believed but for an 
houTy doth many times produce ej^eSls of feven years 
continuance. I have digreffed a jittle too mucllin 
this place, for which I humbly crave pardon, if 
your LordQiip (hall not think it pertinent to this 
difcourfe wherein, I meant to fet forth the quality 
and quantity of M'Guyres menfall duties. 

Con;:erning the free lands of the third kind, viz. 
fuch lands as are poffefled by the Irifh officers of this 
-country, viz. chroniclers, galloglafles, and rimer§: 
the entire quantity of it, laid together as it is fcattercd 
in fundry baronies, doth well nigh make two ballibe- 
taghs, and no more ; which land in refpeft of the pcr- 
fons that merit no refpeft, but rather difcountenance 
from the ftate, for they are enemies to the Englifti 
government, may •perhaps be thought meet to be 
added to the demefne lands of the chief Lords. 

In this manner we diftinguilhed the pofTeffions of 
Fermanagh, which being drawnr into method, we 
prefented to my Lord-Deputy upon his return. 

For . 
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For the feveral pofleffions of all thiefe lands, wc 
took this courfe to find them out, and fet them down 
for his Lordlhip*s information : we called unto us 
the inhabitants of every barony feverally ; begin- 
ning with, the barony of Magherie Boy, wherein 
we camped, and fo calling one barony after ano- 
ther, we had prefent certain of the clerks or fcho- 
larsof the country, who know all the fepts and 
families, and all their branches, and the dignity 
of one fept above another, and what families or 
pcrfons were chief of every fept, and who were 
next, and who were of a third rank, and fo forth> 
till they defcendcd to the moft inferior man in all 
the baronies : moreover, they took upon them to 
tell what quantity of land every man ought to 
hiive by the cuftom of their country, which is of 
the nature of gavel kind, whereby, as their fepts 
or families did multiply, their poffcffions have 
been from tin>e to time divided and fubdivided, 
and broken into fo many fmall parcels, as al moft 
every acre of land hath a feveral owner, which 
termeth himfclf a Lord, and his portion of land 
his country : notwithftanding as M'Guyre himfelf 
had a chiefry over all the country, and fome de- 
mefnes, that did ever pafs to him only who car- 
ried that title ; fo was there a chief of every fept, 
who had certairi fervices, tiuties, or demefnes, that 
ever pafTed to the tanift of that fept, and never 

was 
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was fubjeift to divrfion. When thU was under* 
ftoodi we firft enquired whether one or more fepts 
did poHefjB that barony, which we had in hand; 
that being fet down, we took the names of the 
chief parties of the fept or fepts that did poffefs 
4he baronies, and alfo the names, of fuch a$ w-er^ 
fecood.in thpm, aqd fo of others that were infe* 
rior qnto them again, in rank, and in poflefTKHis. 

Thi^np whereas every barony containeth feven 
ballibetaghs and a half, we caufed the name of 
every ballibets^h to be written dpwn, . and there- 
upon we tOade- enquiry what portion of land, or 
feryices, every nian heldj in every ballibetagh; 
beigjmning with fuch -firft, as had land and fervices ; 
arid after naming fuch as had the grea^eft quantity of 
land, and & defcending unto fuch as poffefs only 
two taths, there we ftaid, for lower we could not 
go ; becaufe we knew' t];ie purpofc of the ftate <was 
only to eftablifti fuch freeholders as were fit to ferve 
on juries, atleaft we had found by experience in 
the county of Monaghan, that fuch as had lefs 
than two taths allotted unto them had not 405. free- 
hold per ann. ultra reprifalem ; and therefore 
were not of competent, ability for that fervice: 
and y^t, the numbci: of freeholders named in this 
county was above zoo. 

And in this order and method we digefted the 
bufinefs, touching the poffeffors and poffeflions of 

this 
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this cdurity of Fermanagh, which we prefenterf to 
my Lord-Deputy upon his return from Balliftian- 
non : his Lordfbip having received it, and takeA 
fome confideraffion of it, called the principal inha- 
bitants before hiih in the iamp: told them that he 
came on purpofe to undefftand the ftate of every 
particular man in that countfy, to the end he 
might eftablifti and fcftle the fame, according t6 
his Majefly*s direcftions out of England, and that 
he liad received fome informatlion Aei^eof, which 
gave him fotfie good fatisfadioh ; howbeit that he 
would not fuddenly take any final ordet touching 
the fame, but would refolve what wad fit to be 
done, ^nd finifli his fervice the next term at Dub- 
lin; his Lprdfliip*s fpeech and good dcmonftratiori 
to the people gave thf m great contentment. 

It remains I fhould inform your Lordfliip, fome-^. 
what of tlie fervice: performed by the Juftices of 
Aflize in this county : albeit they had little to do 
here, no matter being prepared for them to work 
tpon : for the gaol de?livcry muft needs be quickly 
difpatched, where there were no juftices of peace 
that had either the will, or the Ikill to commit 
ttialefadors, and where there was no gaol of any 
faftnefs to keep them, being committed: howbeit . 
we had full appearance of all the country, and 
there came in upon recognizances taken unlkilfully 
enotigh by the Sheriff and other frifh Juilices of 

j)eace. 



peace, twenty perfons in number or thereabouts > 
the greateft part whereof were loofe and idle peo- 
ple bound over to find mafters or fureties for their 
behaviour, others were committed for felonies, 
whereof fome few were indited, but in the end 
all were acquitted for want of evidence, which 
happened by the negligence of the juftices of peace^ 
who had riot bound their accufers to profecute 
againft them : we rebuked the juftices of peace 
for this omiflion, and impofed fines upon ihem ; 
and fo ended our gaol delivery. Then made we 
the like inquifition here, touching ecclefiaftical 
livings, and publilhed the like orders for the civil 
government of their country, as we had done in 
Monaghan, and fo diffolved our feflioris. The 
creding of a free fchool in this county was de- 
ferred 'till the coming of the Bi(hop of Clogher. 
The building of a gaol and feflions houfe was like- 
wife refpited until my Lord-Deputy had refolved 
of a fit place for a market and a corporate town ; 
for the habitations of this people are fo wild and 
tranfitory, as there is not one fixt village in all this 
county. His Lordfliip took a view of tw.o or three 
places for that purpofe, of which he conceiveth 
the Abbey of Lefgole to be the fitteft ; and I con- 
jefture, that the next term, when the principal 
gentlemen of this country fliall repair to Dublin 
to f^t^le their eftates^ his Lordlhip will make choice 

of 
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of that place for the (hire town of this coJinty^ 
and then take order for the ere<fting of a gaol, and 
houfe of feffions there. 

Having fpent fix or feven days in this waftd 
country, we raifed our camp, and returned the 
fame way, which we had pafled before, into the 
county of Moriaghan, and lodging the fecond 
night not far from the Abbey of Clonays, we came 
the third day to Cavan, and pitched our tents on 
the fouth fide of that poor Irifli town. The ap- 
pearance of this place was f ery full, for not only 
the natives of the county of Cavan, but alfo, uia* 
ny inhabitants of Weftmeath and other parts of 
the pale bordering upon this country, whereof 
fome pretended title to land, others came to de- 
mand debts, and others to give evidence againft: 
felons, repaired to this feffions, the chief of which 
was the Baron of Delvyn, who came attended with 
many followers. 

My Lord-Deputy having a purpofe to puffue the 
iame courfe in the fervice here, which had been 
holden in the other two counties, caufed forthwith 
a commiffion to be drawn and pafled the Seal, 
whereby the Judges of affizc, and others, were 
authorifed to enquire of all lands efcheated to 
the crown in this county by attainder, outlawry, 
or adlual" killing in rebellion of -any perfon : or 
by any other means whatfoevcr. For the difpatch 

of 
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bed Knights and Gentlemen that were prefent ; 
whereof fome were foreign inhabitants of the pale ; 
and, yet freeholders of this county ; and the reft 
were the chief of every Irilh Sept, natives of this 
county ; we received two prcfentments from them; 
the firft of fundry freeholders, who were flain in 
the late rebellion, and of fuch lands as they were 
fcverally feized of at the fame time of their kil* 
lings; The fecond was, that Philip 0*Relie, who 
was according to the cuftora of the country, cre- 
ated 0*Relie, and was Lord or Chieftain of the 
whole country^ being feized of all lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments in Breny 0*Relie, irt 
Dominio fuo ut de foedo iS jure (for thefe are the 
words of the inquifition^, was Hain inl actual rebel- 
lion : and, again they found, that after the death 
of Philip^ one Edmund .0*Relie was,^ after the 
like cuftom of the country^ created ORelie, andT 
viraS in- like manner feized of the country ; and 
being fo feized, was (lain in rebellion ; alfo they 
found laftly, that Sir^ John ORelioV who was 
Chieftain and Tannift of the country # long before 
Philip and Edmond did adhere to the Earl of Ty- 
rone, and other rebels ; and died afn adual rebel 
againft the crowns This InqiMfitiori was found with 
fomc difficulty, becaufe the jurors themfelves, all 
claiming and pretending to be freeholcters of land 

U within 
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within that county, were jealous, left their particu- 
lar freeholds might be found efcheated by this of- 
fice ; becaufc, in time of rebellion, thefe Lords or 
Chieftains, by their Iri(h cuttings and exaftions 
took the profits of the U'holc country at their plca- 
fure, and fo might be faid to be feized of all the 
country in Demefne, when they wer« flain in re- 
bellion : But fome of the jury being learned in the 
law, informed the reft, that by the words indomi- 
nio fuo ut de foedo &? jure ; not only lands in De- 
mefne, or pofleffion, but a feniory or chiefry may 
be undcrftood, and thereupon they were content 
to put their fcals to the Inquifition, "which being 
^rawn atid engrofled in parchment, by one of the 
Commiffioners,, was prefented unto them. By_ 
thefe two offices the greateft part of this county, if 
not all, is vefted in pofleffion of the crown ; biit 
becaufe my Lord-Deputy conceived hisMajcfty's 
pleafure to be, that the natives of the corunfry, 
to whom his Hrghnefs had granted his general 
pardpn, (hall be re-eftabliftied in their pofleffions, 
which they peaceably held, before the late war 
(albeit I do not undcrftand that his Lordftiip hath 
any particular dire^ion touching the difpofitioft 
of this country of Breny O'Relie) ; his LonMhip 
therefore thought fit to look back to the time be- 
fore the rebellion; and to inform himfelf bo^;r 
every man's pofleffion flood at that tioie, attd 

thereupon 
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thereupon Gommanded of us to take the like pains 
ds were taken in Fermanagh, and in the like order 
find method to diftinguilh the |poffeff©rs and pof- 
feflions of this country, which was the more ea- 
fily performed, becaufe in the Irilh countries, 
where the cuftom of tanniftry is not extinguifhcd, 
thfe tenures are every where alike. There is firfl: 
a general chieftain of every ctnintry, or territory, 
which hath foitie demefnes, and many houfehold 
prdviHons yielded tinto him by all the inhabitants ; 
under him every fept or furname hath a particular 
chieftain, or tannift, which has likewife his pecu* 
liar demefnes and duties, and their pofleffions go 
by futceffion or eleftion entirely j without any di- 
vifion: but all the other lands, holden by the 
inferibr inhabitants, are partable in courfe of Ga- 
velkind, wherein there is no difference made be- 
tween legitimate fons and baftards ; and therefore 
both thefe cuftoms, both of Tanniftry and Gavel- 
kind, in this kingdom, are lately, by the opinion 
of all the Judges here, adjudged to be utterly 
void in law ;* and as they are void, fo fliall they 

U a be 

• In Hilary Ttemi, 3 6f JaitiW 1. Set Sir J. Dtvies'a Rep3rrs» 
p.4«r. The irifli Gavelkind, whkh was eitremcly diffierent 
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be fliortly avoided and extinguilhed, either by fur- 
render or refumption of all the lands which are lb 
holden. 

My Lord-Deputy having received the like fur- 
' vey of the lands, and the like diftindlion or lift of 
the freeholders in this country, as was prefented 
to his Lordftiip in M'Guyre's country, deferred the 
difppfition and fettling thereof until his return to 
Dublin, having a purpofe in Michaelmas term to 
make a ^erfedl eftablilhment of thefc three coun- 
ties. 

The ftate of the lay pofreffioiis being difcover- 
ed, we did riot omit to enquire of the number and 
value of the parfonages and vicarages, of the re- 
paration of the churches, and of the quality of 
their incumbents ; by which inquifition we found, 
that the greateft number of the parfonages are ap- 
propriate unto two great abbeys lying within the 
Englilh pale,' viz. the abbey of Power in Weft- 
meath, granted to the Baron of Delwyn, and the 
abbey of Kells, whereof one Gerarde Flemynge 
is farmer. To the firft of thefe fourteen parfon- 
ages within this county are appropriate, and to the 
other eight, befides there are two or three more 
belonging in like manner to the abbey of Cavan, in 

this 
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this county, being now in poffeffibn of Sir James 
Dillon. As for the vicarages, they are fo poorly 
endowed, as ten of them being united will fcarce 
fuffice to, maintain an honeft uiinifter. For the 
churches, they are for the moft part in ruins ; fuch 
as were prefented to be in reparation, are covered 
only with thatch. But the incumbents, both par- 
fons and vicars, did appear to be fuch poor, ragged, 
ignorant creatures (for we faw many of them in the 
camp) as we could not efteem any of them worthy 
of the meaneft of tbofe livings, albeit many of them 
are not worth above 40s. per annum. This coun- 
try doth lie within the diocefc of Kilmore, whofe, 
bi(hop (Robert Draper) was and 13 parfon of Trym, 
in Meath, which is the beft parfonage in all the 
kingdom; and is a man of this country birth, 
worth well nigh 400I. a year: he doth live now 
in thef(? parts, where he hath' two bilhoprics ; but 
there is no divine fervice or fermon to be heard 
within either of his diocefes. His Lordlhip might 
have faved us this labour of enquiry, touching 
matters ecclefiaftical, if he had be?n as careful to 
fee the churches repaired and fupplied with good 
incumbents, as he is diligent in vifiting his barba- 
rous clergy, to make benefit out of their urifufli- 
ciency, according to the' proverb, which is com- 
mon in the mouth of one of our great bifliops 
here : that an Irjft) Prieji is better than a milch cqw. 

Laftly, 
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' I^aftly, our gaol-delivery was greater in this 
county, and the civil caufes were more in number, 
and of better confideration and value, than thofe 
that did arife in the other two fhires, which we 
had paft before ; yet we fihiflied all our bufinefs 
here within five or fix days, and after returned to 
Dublin about the t,zd of Auguft. This report of our 
fervice in the county of Gavari, I have contrafted 
and delivered fummarily, as well for that I doubt 
I have been tod large in the preceding difcourfe, 
as alfo, becaufe we held an uniform proceeding, 
and did, in a manner, the fame things which 
we had performed in the' other places of feflions. 
Now, may it pleafe your Lordftiip, upon confi- 
deration of the whole matter, in my weak appre- 
henfion, I f onceive thus much : Thiat if my Lord- 
Deputy do finilh thefe beginnings, and fettle thefc 
countries, as 1 affure myfelf he will, this willprove 
the moft profitable journey for the fervice of Cod 
and his majefty, and the general good of this king- 
dom, that hath been made in the time ot peace 
by any deputy thefe many years : for firft, his 
Lordfhip having gotten a true and clear under- 
ftanding of the ftate of the clergy in thefe parts, 
many will take a direft fpecdy courfe for the 
planting of religion among thefe rude 4)eople, who 
are apt to take any impreflion ; for his Lordfhip, 
knowing the n\imber and value of the benefices, 

in 
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in every county, may caufe an union, or rather a 
fcqueftration to be made of fo many as will make a 
competent living for a fole miniller ; then may 
he give order for building of as ,many churches as 
there fliajl be competent livings for minifters ia 
that county. And this preparation being made, 
his Lordfliip may laftly provide fufficient incum- 
bents to ferve in thefe churches. 

Next, for his Majefty*s profit, there will be re- 
vived, and aflured unto the crown, 500!. per ann. 
out of Monaghan; which, though it was formerly 
referved, was never paid to the King*s coffers : and 
out of the other two counties there will be raifed 
500J. a year now, at leaft, for rent and compofi- 
tion. Befides, t^e crown is reftorcd to all the pa- 
tronages of ecclefiaftical promotions, which here- 
tofore were ufurped by the Pope, and utterly ne- 
glc<fted by the (late here. Laftly, his Majefty 
(hall have wardftiips, efcheats, fines, amercements, 
and other cafualties, which were never had nor 
heard of before in'thefe parts. 

Finally, for the common good., not only of thefe 
parts, but of all the kingdom befides, his Lord- 
fhip, in this journey, hath cut off three heads of 
that hydra of the North, namely, M*Mahown, 
M'Guyre, and O'Relie : for thefe three names of 
chiefry, with their Irifh duties and exadions, (hall 
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be utterly abolilhed ; the cuftoms of tanniftry and 
gavelkind, being abfurd and unreafonable, as they 
are in ufe here, and wliich have been the caufe of 
many murders and rebellions, (hall be clearly .ex- 
Itinguifhed ; all the pofleffions fhall defcpnd and be 
conveyed, according to the cburfe of the common 
law; every man ftiall have a certain home, and 
know the extent of his eftate ; whereby the peo- 
ple will be encouraged to manure their land with 
belter induftry than heretofore hath been ufed, to 
bring up their children piore civilly, to provide for 
their pofterity more carefully; thefe will caufe 
them to build better houfes for their fafety, and to 
love neighbourhood ; thence will arife villages and 
towns, whiph will draw tradefmen and artificers; 
fo as we conceive a hope, that thefe countries, in 
a Ihort time, will not only be quiet neighbours to 
the pale, but be m^de as rich and as civil as the 
pale itfclf. 

This is the efFed of the fervice, which was per- 
formed in that journey, which my Lord-Deputy 
made into Ulfter this fummcr vacation, whereof I 
have made unto your Lordship a broken and dif- 
jointed relation, for which I humbly crave pardon j 
the rather, becaufe^ I was continually interrupted 
in the writing thereof, being employed, upon my 

return out of the North, together with my Lord 
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nifi prius for the counties of Waterford, Wexford, 
and/Wicklow ; fo as I have been^enforced to take 
fra^ions and ^aits^ and almofl inftwts of time, to 
fimtti the fevieral periods of this rude difcourfe ; in 
which, notwithftanding, J hope your Lordfliip 
will, according to your wonted noble difpodtion to 
me, accept in good part : And fo, with the prefen- 
tation of my humble fervice, I leave yoyr LordQiip 
to the Divine prefcryation. 

yO. J) Ay IBS. 
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My tnoft honourable gfod hord^ 

HOUGH I perform.this duty, of advertiCng 
your Lord(hip how we proceed in the plantation of 
Ulfter, very late ; yet cannot I accufe myfelf either 
of floth, or forgctfulnefs, in that behalf; but my 
true exQufe is the flow difpatch of Sir Oliver Lant- 
bert from hence, into whofe hands I thought to have 
given thefe letters more than a month fince. 

In the perambulation which we made this fum« 
mer over the efcheated counties in Ulfter, we per- 
formed four principal points of our commidion. 

I. Firft, the land affigned to the natives, we dif- 
trlbuted among the natives, in different quantities 

and 
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and portions, according to their diifFercnt qualities 
and deferts. 

z. Next, we m^de the like diftribution of the 
Itads alloted to the fervitors. 

3. Thirdly, we publiftied by proclamation in each 
cotinty, what lands were granted to BritiQi under- 
takers, and what to fervitors, and what to natives : 
to the end that the natives fliould remove from the 
precindls allotted to the Britons, whereupon a clear 
plantation is to be made of Englifli and Scott iih, 
without Irilh, and to fettle upon the lands affigned 
to natives and fervitors, where there (hall be aE 
mixed plantation of Englilh and Irifli together. 

4. Laftly, to the BritiQi undertakers, who are 
for the moft part come over, we gave leizen and 
pofleflion of their feveral portions ; and affigned 
them timber for their feveral buildings. 

We began at the Cavan, where (as it falleth out 
in all matters of importance) We found the firft ac- 
cefs and entry into the bufinefs the moft difficult. Of 
our proceeding here, my report to your Lordfliip 
ffiall be the larger, bccaufe the beft precin<fV in this 
county fell to your Lordfliip's lot to be difpofed ; 
and the undertakers thereof do ftill expeft to be by 
your Lordftiip countenanced and protected. The 
inhabitants of this country do border upon the Eng- 
lifli pale, where they have many acquaintances and 
alliances ; by means whereof th^y have learned ta 

talk 
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talk of a frethiAd^ tnd of eftaties of inheritattce, 
Mrhich the poor natives of Fermanagh and Tyrcon^ 
nel Gouldnot fpeak of i ahhough thefe men had no 
other, nor better eftate than they ; that is, only a 
fcambUng ^nd tfanfitory podCeffioh, at tbfe pleafurc 
of the chief of every fept. 

When the proclamatioii w^s publiftied touching 
their removal (which was done in the publick feffi*^ 
6n-houfe> the Lord Deputy and Comrfiiflionefs be- 
iflg prfcfent), a lawyer of the pale, retained by theif^ 
did endeavour to maintain that they had eftates of 
inheritance in their poffeffioils, which their chief 
lords could not forfeit ; and therefore, in their name, 
defired two things t firft, that they might be admitted 
to traverfe the offices which had been found of 
thofe lands ; fccondly, that they might have the 
benefit of a proclamation made about five years 
(ince, whereby the perfons, lands, and goods, of 
all his Majefty's fubjeds, were taken into his roy- 
al pTotedlion. 

To this the King's attorney, being dommartded 
by the Lord Deputy, made anfwer : That he was 
glad that thisoccafion was offered, of declaring and 
fetting forth his Majesty's juft title, as well for hi*? 
Majefty's honour (who, being the moft juft Prince 
living, would not difpoffefs the meaneft of his fub- 
je(fl3 wrongfully, to gain many fuch kingdoms), as 
for the fatisfaftibn of the natives themfelves, and of 
all the world ; for his Majefty's right, it ftiall ap- 
pear. 
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pear^ faid he, that his Majefty may and ought t& 
difpofe of thefe lands» in fuch manner as he hath 
done, and is about to do« in law, in confcience, and 
in honour. 

In law I whether the eafe be to be ruled by out 
law, of England, which is in force; or by their 
own Brehon law, which is aboliHied and adjudged 
no law, but a lewd cuftom. 

It is our rule in our law, that the King is Lord 
Paramount of all the land in the kingdom;, and 
that all his fubjedts hold their poffeflions of him> 
mediate or immediate. 

It- is another rule of our law, that where the te-- 
nant*s eflate doth fail and determine, the lord of 
whom the land is* holden may enter, and difpofe 
thereofathis pleafure. 

Then thofe lands in the county of Cavan, which 
was O'Relic's country, are all holden of the King ; 
and becaufe the captainfliip or chiefry of 0*Relie 
is aholilhed by aA pf parliament, by flat, ad "of 
Elizabeth ; and alfo becaufe two of the chief lords 
elefted by the country have been lately flain in re* 
bellion (which is an attainder in law), thefe lands 
are holden immediately of his Majefty. 

If then the King's Majefty be immediate? chief 
lord of thefe lands, let us fee what eftates, the te- 
nants or pofrcflbrs have, by the rules of the com- 
mon law of England • 

Either 
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Either they have an cftate of inheritance, or a 
lefler eftate ; a lefler eftate they do not claim ; or 
if they did, they ought to (hew the creation there- 
of, which they cannot do. 

If they have an eftate of inheritance, their lands 
ought to defcend to a certain heir ; but neither 
their chiefries, nor their tenancies, did ever def- 
cend to a certain heir ; therefore they have no 
cftate of inheritance. ' 

Their chiefries were ever carried, in a courfc 
of tanniftry, to the eldeft and ftrongeft of the 
fcpt, who held the fame during life, if he were 
not ejefted by a ftronger. 

This eftate of the chieftain or tannift hath beent 
lately adjudged no eftate in law, but only a tran- 
fitory and fcambling poffeflion. 

Their inferior tenancies did run in another 
courfe, like the old gavelkind in Wales, where the 
baftards had their portions, as well as the legiti- 
mate ; which portion they held not in perpetuity, 
but the chief of the fept did once in two or three 
years fliuffle and change their pofleffions by new 
partitions and divifions ; which made their eftates 
fo qricertain, as that, by opinion of all the judges 
in this kingdom, this pretended cuftora of gavel- 
kind is adjudged and declared void in law. 

And as thefe men had no certain eftates of inhe- 
ritance, fo did they never till now claim any fach 

X cftate, . 
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cftate, nor conceive tliat their lawful lieh-s fltould 
inherit the land which they poffefFed; which is 
manifeft by two arguments: i.They never efteem- 
cd lawful matrimony, to the end they might have 
lawful heirs; z. they never did build any houfes, 
nor plant orchards, or gardens, nor take any care 
of their pofteritres. If thefe men had no eftates 
in law, either in their mean chiefries, or in tlhetr 
inferior tenancies, it foUowcth, that if his Majefty, 
who is the undoubted lord paramount, do feize 
and difpofe thefe lands, they can make no title 
againft his Majfefty or Iris pzitentees, and confe- 
quently cannot be admittjftd to trafverfe any cffice 
of thofe lands ; for, witibout ihewing a title, no 
man can be admitted to traverfe an office. 

Then have they no eftates "by the rtiles of the 
commoti law; for the Brehott law, if it were a 
law in force, and ndt an unreafonablc cuftopi, is 
aboliihcd ; yet, even by that Irifh cuftom, his 
Majefty, having the fupreme chiefrie, may difpofe 
the profits of all the lands at his pleafure, and 
confequetitly the land itfelf; for the land, and the 
profit of the land, are all one ; for he that was 
6'Relie, or chieftain of the country, had power 
to cut upon all the inhabitants, high, or low, as 
pleafed him ; which argues they held their lands 
of the chief lord in villainage, and therefore they 
are properly called natives ; for nativus, in ottr 

old 
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Oldreglder of writs, doth figaify z' vilMn ; ani 
the Mrrit tp recover a villein is entitled, De kativo 
babgHdoi mid in that adlion the plaintiff doth de- 
clare that he and his ancefiors, time out of mind, 
•ttrere Vfoht tallief baut &? bai upon the villein, and 
' his anceftors; and thertce comes the phrafe of 
■cutting, Hfed among the IriJh at this day. 

Thus then it appears, that as well by the Irilh 
curtotn, as the law of England, his Majefty may. 
at his pleafute, feize thefe lands, and difpofe 
thefeof. the bnly fcruple which remains con- 
nfts in this point .—Whether the King may, in 
toftfcience, or honour, remove the ancient tenants, 
arid bring in lirangers amohg them. 

Truly his Majefty may not only take this courfe 
IdWfulIy, but is bound in confcience fo to do." 

Fdr being the undoubted rightful King of this 
tdalta, fo as the people and land are committed 
by the Divine Majefty to.his charge and govern- 
fiient, his Majefty is bound in confcience to ufe all 
lawful and juft courfes to reduce his people from 
barbarifm to civility : the negleft whereof, hereto- 
fore, hath been laid as an imputation upon the crowa 
of England. Now civility cannot poflibly be planted 
amoUg them, but by this mixt plantation of civil 
men, which iikeWife could not be without remo-' 
val and tratifplantation of fome of the natives, and 
fettlitig of their poffeflions iti a courfe oixpxaxBoii 



( 28* ) 

law ; for if ihemfelves were fuffcred to poffefs the 
whole country, as their fepts have done for many 
hundred of years paft, they would never (to the 
end of the world) build houfcs, make townfliips, 
or villages, or manure, or improve the land as it 
ought to be ; therefore it (lands neither with Chrif* 
tian policy nor conference, to fufFer fo good and 
fruitful a country to lie wafte like a wilderneft, 
when his Majefty may lawfully difpofe it to fuch 
perfons as will make a civil plantation thereupon. 

Again, his Majefty m^y take this courfe in con- 
icience, becaufe it tendeth to th^ good of the in- 
habitants many ways ; for half their land doth 
now lie wafte, by reafon whereof that which is ha- 
bited is not improved to half the value ; but when 
the undertakers are planted among them (there 
being place and fcope enough both for them, and 
for the natives), and that all the land ftiall be fully 
flocked and manured, 500 acres will be of better 
value than 5000 arc now. Bcfides, where before 
their eftates were altogether uncertain and tranfi- 
tory, fo as their heirs did never inherit, they (hall 
now have certain eftates of inheritance, the por- 
tion allotted unto them, which they, and thci^ 
children after them, (hall enjoy with fccurity. 

Again, bis Majefty*s confcience may be fatisfied^ 
in that his Majefty feeks not his own profit, but 
doth fuflfer lofs by .thi^ plantation, as well in ex- 

pencc 
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pence of his treafure as in the diminution of his 
revenue: for the entertainment of commiffioners 
here and in England, and the extraordinary charge 
of the army for th^ guard of the Lord-Deputy 
and Council, in feveral journies made into Ulftcrt 
about this bufinefs only, hath drawn no fmall fum 
of money out of his Majefty^s coffers, within thefc 
three years : and whereas Tyrone did the laft year 
yield unto his Majefty 2000/. for four years to 
come, it will yield nothing ; and afterwards the 
fec-fiarm of the undertakers will not amount to 
6dc/. per annum. 

Again, when a proje(fl was made for the divifion 
of that country about twenty years fince, Sir John 
0*Relie being 'then chief lord and captain, they 
all agreed (before divers commiflioners fcnt from 
the (late to fettl^ that country) that Sir John O 
Relie (hould have two entire baronies in demefne^ 
and 10s. out of every poll in the other five baror 
nies ; which is much more than his Majefty, who 
hath title to all the land in demefne, as well as to 
the chiefry, hath now given to undertakers, or 
referved to himfelf. 

Laftly, this tranfplantation of the natives is made 
by hi$ Majefty rather like a father than like a lord 
or monarch. The Romans tranfplanted whole 
nations out of Germany into France : the Spaniards 
lately removed all the Moors out |of Grenada into 

Barbary 
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Barbary, without providing them any new feats 
there ; wh^q the Englifli Pale was firft plantcci, 
all the natives were dearly expelled, fo as not one 
Irifli family had fo much as an acre of freehold in 
^11 the five counties of the Pale : and now, within 
thefefour ye^rs paft, the Greames were removed 
from the borders of Scotland to thils kii^gdoqa, aq4 
had not one foot of land allotted unto tl^em here : 
but thefe natives of Cavan have competent portioM 
of land affigned unto them, many of thefn in th^ 
fame barony where they dwelt before, and fuc|i 
as are removed are planted in the famp county, fp 
as bis Majefty doth in this imitate the ikilfvl huf- 
bandman, who doth remove his fruit trees, not 
with a purpofe to extirpate and deftroy them, but 
that thf y may bring better and fwe^ter fruit, ^fter 
the tranfplantalion. 

Thofe and other argun^ents were tifed by thp 
Attorney to prove that his Majefty jnight jiiftly 
difpofe of thofe lands both in law, in confcience, 
and in honour ; wherewith the natives feenoied 
not unfatisfied in reafon, though they remained 
in their paflions difcontented, being much grieved 
to leave their poflcffions to ftrangers^ which, they 
had fo long after their manner enjoyed ; howbeic 
my Lord-Deputy did fo mix threats with entreaty, 
fre.cibufqUe tninas regaliter addit, as they promifed 
tp give way to the undertakers, if the Sheriff by 

warrant 
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•w^inr^i of the Comroiffioncrs did put th^m in pof- 
fcffiop : which they have performed like obedient 
and'loyal fiibjiB^s> Hpwbeit we do yet doubt that 
feme of them will appeal into England > and there- 
fore I have prefumed to trouble your Lordfhip with 
thia rude difcomrfc ^ lar^e,* that your Lordfliip 
may ynderftand upon what grounds we have pro«» 
ceeded, efpecially in that county where your Lordr 
ihip*s precind doth lie. 

The eyes of all the natives in Ulfter were turned 
upon this county : therefore when they faw the 
difficulty of the bufinefs overcome here, their 
minds were the better prepared to fubmit them- 
felves to the courfe prefcribed by his Majefly for 
tljfi plfintatjIftRj ^^ the fervice was afterwards 
periQormed in thf reft of the counties with lefs toa- 
tradi^ion^. The BritUh undertakers are preparing 
ife^i5 materials ft)r the erefticm of their building3 
the nsxt fpriog ' the fervitorrS and natives are tak- 
ing ojuj their letters patent with as much expedi- 
tion as is poflible. The agents for London have 
made betterpreparation for the eredlion of their new 
city at Colrane than expefted : for we found there 
fuch ftoreof timber and other materials brought 
in T>laces, and fuCh a number of workmen fo bu fy, 
in feveral places, about their feveral talks, as me- 
thought 1 faw Dido*s colony ereding of Carthage, 

in Virgil. 

Inftant 



( 286 ) 

Inftant ardentes Tyrii : pars ducere muros, 

Molirique arcem, & manibus fubvolvere faxa : 

Pars optare locum tedo, & concludere fulco. 
i • .« .••• 

^ervet opus, &c. 

Thus, craving pardon and prefenting my hum- 
ble fervice lo your Lordfhip, 1 leave the fame to 
the divine prefervation, and continue your Lord- 
flilp'a in all humble duties, 

yo. DAVIES. 

Dublin, 8th Nov. . 

i6io, \ 

P O S T S C R I P T. ; , 

This w^orthy fervitor. Sir Oliver Lambert, 'fe like 
to prove a good planter in the county of Cavan ; 
whereof he hath made better proof than any mam 
of our nation, having, at his own charge, volun- 
tarily made a firtgular good plantation in the wild 
and mod dangerous places in Leinfter, more for 
the commonwealth than his own profit. 
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I 

Mbft Honourable and Right Noble Lord,, 

M I N C? fi your high wifdom (uato which I hum- 
Hy is^d^ my ^rpp^aJ) h^lb not thought it fit to 
repeal*, but rather to ratify and confirm the jqdg- 
ijaent of thefe worthy koights and burgeffes in 
clefting me (yet ftill unworthy in my own opi- 
nion) to b^ their fp^k^r (which your Lordftiip I 
4oubt not hath been pleafed to. do, not in re- 
g^r4 of any wprthkids appearing in me, but 
for the honourable refpcft you worthily bear to 
that grave and wife affembly that made the elec- 
tion) ; I do humbly and abfolutely fubmit myfetf 
\Q your Lordlhip's pleafure : ard iince thcfe gen- 
tlemen 
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tiemcn have firft conferred upon me, and now 
your Lordftiip hath confirmed unto me, the name 
and office of a fpeakcr, I will prefume (with your 
Lordfliip*s grace and favour) to fpeak fomewhat m 
this great and entire aflembly of all the ftates of this 
kingdom, thai (hallbe proper and agreeable to the 
circumflances of the time, of the place and of the 
perfons that are here aflembled. 

It is a faying, and a rule of the wifeft king that 
ever lived, ubimuJta con/ilia, ibifalus populi;ztid it is 
the diredion 6f the wifeft king now living, that a com- 
mon council fhalj be holden at this time, and at this 
place for the common good of the kingdom of Ire- 
land. 

Such common councils, or aflemblies of ftates, 
are ufual in all ftaics and commonwealths in one 
form or another, arid in divers countries are called 
by divbrs. names ; but under the Englifh monarchy, 
and the French, which are the two beft tempered 
monarchies, in the world, they are called Parlia- 
ments. ..... ... 

Thefe -Parliaments, though they confift of three 
difFerfcnt cftates, the tCitig, the Nobility, and the 
Commons j yet, ad in '^ufrcfc diflindl and feveral 
notes do make a perfeft -harmony, fothcfe Cbun- 
cils compounded of divers ftates and degrees 
being well ordered and timed, do make a perfeft 
concord in a commonwealth. Nam quce barmonia 
dicitur a muficis in canlu^ ea eji in civitati concordia^ 

Ikith 
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faith Cicero; and this concord and harmony of 
hearts doth c^er produce the fafety and fecurity of 
the people, which is the falus populi that Solomon 
fpeaks of. 

Whereof there cannot be a more certain demon- 
ftration than this, that thefe tWo kingdoms, which 
have been ruled by thefe Parliaments, are now the 
mod ancient imperial monarchies of Chriftendora, 
and arc withal twoof the-moft flourifliing common- 
wealths that arc to be feen upon the fac^.of the 
earth. 

But what doth this concern this kingdom of Ire- 
land, or what application hath it to the place and 
perfons prefent ? Affuredly when I fpcak of the 
monarchy of England, I include the kingdom of Ire- 
lan/1 mthin the circle of that imperial Crtiwn. 

For the Kings of England no fooner were Lords 
of Ireland, but they made a real union of both 
thefe kingdoms, as is manifeft by authentic records 
of the time of King John and King H. III. fo as 
Ireland bec^nfie but as a member, quafi membrum An- 
glia^ as it is refolved by all thb juff ices in 3 H. VII. It 
became a member appendant and belonging, as the 
acfl of faculties 28 H. VIII. calls it, or united and 
annexed to the imperial Crown of the realm of En^-^ 
land, as the flatute of 33 H. VIII. (which gave to 
that prince the title of King of Ireland) doth term 
it. 

And 
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And now at this d^y (God be blelfed) the fubjedt^ 
of both realms have but ofte King, which h the 
renowned King o( England ; and afe ruled and go- 
verned by one common law, which is the juft and 
honourable common law of England ; and ^ there 
is no «v but one common law, fo for the fpace bf 
1 40 ye^rs after King tt. IL had taken poffelTion of 
the lordlhip of Ireland, there was but one'PaHi^- 
ment forboth kingdoms, which Was the ♦♦#♦♦♦ 
.^\l that time. But the* laws made in the Parlia- 
ments- of England were from time to time traiiA 
mitted hither under the great feal of that kingdom, 
to b.e proclaimed, enrolled, ^nd executed as laws of 
this realm. 

Iti this manner Was the gfeat charter of the an- 
cient libertids of theEnglilh fubjed^s, the ftatutesof 
Merton and Marlebridge, fenf over by King John 
and King H. III. the ftatutes of Weftminfter, the 
firfl, fecond, and third, and thellatuteof Gloucdfter 
by King Edw. I. the (tatutes of Lincoln and of 
York by King Edw. II. 

Among the reft, that of Weftminfter the {tcf>ndg 
and that of York, in their feveral preambles do 
make exprefs mention of the people and land of 
Ireland, as well as of England, where the laws wertf 
made. 

All which ftatutes, together with the warrants 
and writs, whereby they were tranfmitted,.wcfind 

enrolled. 
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enrolled, and prfefetved to this day among the re*- 
cords of this kingdotti. 

ftut whth then? how !otig fitice i in wh^ King's 
reign was this gr^at cotninoa council, this high 
Coflrt of Parliament, ereftcd firft and eftablilhed 
in Ireland? 

Doubtkfs, though the reft of the Kyfdmsry courts 
of jtiftice began with the firft plantation of the Eng- 
Bfh colonies here,' yet the wifdom of the ftate of 
England thought it fit to referve thfe power of mak- 
ing laws to dfe Pariiafments of England for many 
years rfter. 

So as this high extraordinary coin't was not efta- 
blilhed in Ireland by authority om of England, for 
,many years after in the form that now it is, tillio- 
wardi3 the declining of King Edward the Second's 
reign. For before that time, the meetings and con- 
fultations of the gteat lords with fome of the com- 
mons, for appeafmg of diflchfions among themfelves, 
though fhey be called Patliaments in the ancient 
annals, y*t being without orderly fummons, or for- 
mal proceedings, are rather to be called parlies 
than Parliaments. 

•But by what rcafon^tf ftate was the ftate of Eng- 
land moved to eftablifh this court of Parliament in 
Ireland at that time ? 

Afltftredly this common council was then infti- 
tuted when Ireland %od moft in aes^ of council ; 

for 
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for under the condnft of Edward le Bruis, the 
Scottifli nation had over-run the whole realm, Eng- 
land had the fame enemy at her back, and the ba- 
rons' rebellion in her bowels; and fo, being dif- 
traAed in herfelf, could give neither confilium nor 
auxilium to the diftreffed fubje<3s here, fo as they, 
being left to their own ftrength and council, did 
then obtain authority from the ftate of England to 
hold this common council of the realm among 
fhemfelves, for the quenching of that common fire, 
that had aloaoft cqnfumed the whole kingdom. 

And this, by the teftimony of the beft antiqua- 
ries, was the firft time, and firft occafion of infti- 
tuting this high court of Parliament in Ireland. 

But now why ftiould I not (with your Lord(hip*s 
favour) proceed further, and take a brief view of 
the principal Parliaments that have been holden in 
Ireland fmce that time* and therein note and ob- 
ferve what were the motives from time to time of 
calling thefe common councils, and what and how 
many the pcrfons were, that were wont to be call- 
ed thereunto, that it may appear by way of com- 
parifon how far this parliament is like to ex(;el all 
former Parliaments holden in this kingdom, not 
only in the felicity of the time, but in all their 
circumftances whatfoever. 

Certain it is, that the incurfion of the Scots, and , 
the infurredion of the Irilh concurring with it, and 

the 
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the intolerable oppreffion and extortion of the great 
lords of the realm, under colour of maintaining 
that army, that fliould repel the one, and reprefs 
the other, brought fuqh mifery and defolation up- 
on this land about the latter end of Edward the Ild/s 
reign, as the Englilh Colpnies of the Provinces, 
without the Englilh pale, fell for the moft part in-s 
to fuch corruption of manners, as it became a 
greater labour to reform them by the law, than 
to conquer their enemies by the fword* 

Therefore in the beginning of the reign of 
King EjJward III. Sir Anthony Lucye did fummoa 
And hold one Parliament, and Sir Ralph Ufibrd 
another j and the principal caufe of holding both 
thefe Parliaments was to reprefs the infolencies 
and reform the abufes of the great lords defcended 
of Englifli race, of which the Earl of Defmond 
was the moft exorbitant offender. 

And after that, during the fame King's reign. 
Sir Thomas Rookcfby at one time, and Lionel Duke 
of Clarence at another, held feveral Parliaments 
at Kilkenny, whicTi tended to no other end but ta 
reduce the degenerate Englifti in general from the 
barbarous cuftoms of the Iriih to their ancient civil 
manners, and the obedience of their true mother 
the ftate of England. 

After this we find the fame caufe ftill to conti- 
nue, of calling the fucceeding Parliaments in this 

Y realm,. 



( ^ ) 

realm, until the wars of Lancafter and York be- 
gan, which made a great alteration in both king- 
doms. 

For if you look into the parliament rolls of 
thofetimes, which are mean between the 40th 
year of King Edward III. and the 30th year of 
King H. VI, we (ball firft find the ftatuies of Kil- 
kenny confirmed in ^y^xy Parliament, and then 
the laws of principal confideration are againft coin 
and livery, fefsof foldiers, night fuppers, cumrick, 
and the like extortions, and lewd cuftoms, which 
the Englifii had learned among the Iriih. 

So as for the fpace of 140 years after the firft 
eredling of this high court in Irelatid, it is appa« 
rent that never any Parliament was:cdled to:>reduce 
the Irifli to obedience, or to perfeft the conqueil 
of the whole Ifland, but only to reform the En- 
glifh Colonies that were become degenerate, and 
to retain the fovereignty of the Crown of England 
over them only, and to no dther end or purpofe. 

But when the civil wat in England between the 
two houfes was thoroughly kindled, that fiery con- 
flellation made fuch an impreflion upon this realm 
alfo, as the Nobility following the feveral fadions 
of England fell into the like diffenfion here, which 
gave the Irifli opportunity to reconquer the greatcft 
part of the Englifli Colonies, who thereupon' fell 
into fuch a relapfe of barbarifm, as the fruit of 

the 
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the fonner Parliaments was utterly loft, and no 
part of the realm but thefe four (hires of the pale 
left under the obedience ot the law of England, 

But what did the governors of this kingdom 
theti,^ wheh the jurlfdidibn of the law was drawn 
into fo narrow a compaf^? Did they fummon any 
more Parliaments, 6r dJd they omit to call the 
con^moti ce^uncil of thie realm, for that the greaxeft 
part of the realm had rejeded the Englifli law and 
governiiient ? 

, Affuredly they were fo far from that negle(5l, or 
omiflion^ as Parliaments were never called fo often, 
nor fo thick one upon another, as in the times of 
King H. yi. ind King Edward IV. for fcarce there 
paSed a yeiar'without a Parliament, and fometimes 
two or three Parliaments were fummoned and held 
within the corhpafs of a year, which was fuch a 
trouble and charge to the fubjeft, as a fppcial law 
was made, that there Ihould be but one Parliament 
held in a year. 

But to what end did they call fo many Parlia- 
ments > What matters did they handle in thefe 
common councils ? Did they confult about the re- 
covery of the Provinces that were loft ; or about 
final fubduing of all the IrilH ? We find no fuch 
matter at all prolpouhded ; but we find in the Par- 
liaments in the rolls of that time, an extraor- 
dinary number of private bills and petitions an- 
Yz fwered 
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ftyered and ordered in parliament, containing fuch 
mean and ordinary matters, a^, but for want of 
other bufmcfs, were not fit to be handled in fo high 
a Court, 

And fuch were the motives of calling the Parlia- 
ments in this kingdom, and the matters therein 
debated, during the wars of York and Lancafier, 
and after that likewife until the tenih year of King 
H. VII. . 

In that year, which was the tejith year after the 
imiting of the rofes, as now it is full ten years 
fincc the uniting of the kingdoms under one impe- 
rial Crown (a happy period of time, we hope, for 
holding of a Parliament in this kingdom): In that 
year did Sir Edward Poynings fummon and hold 
this f^amous Parliament, wherein doubtlefs h& 
fhowcd a large heart, and. a great defire of a gene- 
ral reformation y and to that end procured many 
general laws to pafs, which we fir^d moft profitabW 
and neceffary for the commonweal at this day. 

Among the reft, hecaufed two laws to be made 
which may rightly be called leges legutn, being ex- 
cellent laws concerning the laws themfelves, where- 
of one did look backward to the time paft, and gave 
a great fupply to the defe<5Vs of former Parlia- 
ments, by confirming and eftaHifhing at once in 
this realm all the ftatutes formerly, made in Eng- 
land. 

The 
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The other looked forward to the time to come, 
by providing that from henceforth there (hould 
be no Parliament holden. here, until the afts 
which ihould be propounded were firft certified 
into England, and approved by the King and his 
Council there, and then returned hither under the 
great feal of that realm. 

This latter ad is that we call Poynings' ad, and 
is indeed that adl of Parliament, which is a rule 
for our parliaments until this day. 

But thefe a<fts pafled by Sir Edward Poynings, 
though they were made and meant for the general 
good, and gave indeed the firft overture for the 
general reformation that has followed fince that , 
time, yet could they not produce fo good and great 
an efFedl as was intended by thofe laws, becaufe that 
more than three parts of four of this kingdom at 
leaft were then and long after poffeft by the Irilh and 
unreformed Englifti, which were not anfwerable to^ 
the law. 

As for the principal Parliaments which h^ve been 
holden fuice that time, during the reigns of King 
H. Vlll. Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth (for 
King Edward VI. did call no Parliament in Ire- 
land) ; they were all fummoqed upon fpecial and 
particular occafions, and not for the general fcttle- 
ment of the whole kingdom. 

For 
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For to what end was ihe Parliament holden by 
the Lord Leonard Gray in 28 H. Vlil. but- to at- 
taint the Giraldines, and to aboUHi the ufurped 
authority of the Pope ? 

Wherefore did Sir Anthony St. Leger call the 
next Parliament after in 38 H. VIII. but to inveft 
that Prince with the title of King of Ireland, and 
to fupprcfs the abbeys and religious houfes ? 

To what purpofe did Thomas Earl of Suffex 
hold hi^ firft Parliament in 3 & 4 of King Philip 
and Queen , Mary, but to fettle Leix and Oiialy in 
the Crown ? 

And his fecond in the fecond year of Qjiecn 
Elizabeth, but to re-eftablifli the reformed religion 
in this kingdom ? 

What was the principal caufe that Sir Henry 
Sidney held a Parliamefat in the nth year of 
Queen Elizabeth, but to extinguifti the name of 
O'iNeale, and entitle the Crown to the greateft part 
ofUlfter? 

And laftly, what was the chief motive ot the 
laft Parliament holden by Sir John Perrott, but the 
attainder of two great peers of this realm, the 
Vifcount Baltinglas, and the Earl of Defmon^, and 
for veiling of their lands, and the lands of their 
adherents, in the adual pofleflion of the Crown ? 

And now having made a fummary collc<51tion of 
the principal caufes of fummoning the former Par- 
liaments, 
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liatnents^ which from time to time have been hoi- 
den fince the firft inftitution of this high court in 
Ireland, I muft not forget to note alfo unto your 
Lordfhip> what and how many jperfons were called 
in former times to make up the body of this great 
council. 

For the perfons before the 33d year of King 
H. VIII. we do not find any to have had place in 
Parliament, but the Engliih of blood, or Englifh 
of birth only ; for, the mere Irifh in thofe days 
were never admitted, $s well becaufe their coun- 
tries lying out of the limits of counties, could 
fend no knights, and having neither cities nor bo- 
roughs in them, could fend no burgefles to the 
Parliatnent ; befides, the ftate djd not then hold 
them fit to be trufied with the counfel of the r^alm. 

For the number fince before the 34th year of 
King H* VIII. when Meath was divided into (hires, 
there were no more than twelve counties in Ire- 
land, befides the liberty of Tipperary ; the num- 
ber pf knights muft needs have been few ; and 
fince the ancietit cities were but four, and the bo- 
roughs which fent burgefles not above thirty, tb? 
cntu*e body of the whole houfe of commons could 
not then confift of one hundred perfons ; and though 
Queen Mary did add two (hires, . and Qjieen Eliza- 
, beth feventeen more, to increafe th^ number of 
knight? in that houfc, yet all did not fend knights 
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to the Parliament ; for the remote (hires of Ulfter 
returned none at all. 

For the lords temporal, though they are yet but 
few, yet was the number lefs before King H. VIIL 
was ftyled King of Ireland ; for fincc that time 
divers of the Irifti nobility, and fome defcended of 
Englifli race, have been cjeated both earls and 
barons. 

And laftly, for the bifliops and archbi(hops,4hough 
their number u as greater than now it is, in refpeft 
to the divers unions made of latter years, yet fuch 
as were refident in the mere Irilh countries, and 
did not acknowledge the King to be their patron, 
were never fummoqed to any Parliament. 

Arid now, by way of comparifon, it may eafily 
appear unto your Lordfhip how much this firft 
Parliament, now begun under the bleifed govern- 
ment of our mod gracious King James, is like to 
excel all former Parliaments, as well in refped of 
the caufc and time of calling it, as of the perfons 
that are called unto it. 

For this Parliapient (God be bleffed) is not called 
. to repel an invafion, or to fupprefs a rebellion, or 
to reduce degenerate fubjeds fo their obedience^ 
It is not fummoned id pafs private bills only, or to 
ferve private turns, or for any one fpecial fervice 
for the Crown, though fuch have been thp occafi- 

l " ons 
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ons and caufes of calling the moft part of the for- 
mer Parliaments, 

But now fince God hath bleiTed the whole ifland 
with an univerfal peace aijd obedience, together 
with plenty, civility, and 6ther felicities, more 
than ever it enjoyed in any former age ; this gene- 
ral council of the whole realm is called now prin- 
cipally to confirm and eftablifti thefe bleffings unto 
ns, and to make them perpetual to our pofterities^ 
Again, this Parliament is not called in fuch a 
broken and miferable time, that we need complain 
in our bills and petitions of the miferies and cala- 
mities of this kingdom ; whereas the rolls of for- 
mer Parliaments are full of fuch complaint ; but -it 
is called as it were in the year of jubilee,' or upon 
the fabbath of this land, being now at reft after all 
her travails, which lafted 400 years together. 

It is called in the time of greateft fecurity, and 
in the moft joyful and happy time that ever did 
fhine upon the inhabitants of this kingdom. 

Again, It is not called in fuch a time as when the 
four (hires of the pale only did fend their barons, 
' knights and burgefles to the Parliament, when they 
alone 'took upon them to make laws to bind the 
whole kingdom, tieglefting to call the fubjeds re- 
fiding in other parts of the realm unto them, as ap- 
peareth by that Parliament holdcn by the Vifcount 

. of 
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rf Gormanfton, whkh^ Sir Edward Poynings, ia 
the tenth year of King Hen. VII. caufed to be ut- 
terly repealed^ and the b&s thereof made void, 
chiefly for that the fummons of Parliament went 
forth to the four ihires of the pale only, and not 
imto all the reft<of the counties. 

But it is called ia fuch a time, when this great 
and mighty kingdom, being wholly reduc^ to 
Ihirc ground, containeth thirty-three counties at 
large ; when all Ulfter and Connaught, as well as 
Leinfier and Munfter, have voices in Parliament 
by their knights and burgefles ; when all the inha* 
bitants of the kingdom, Englilh of birth, Engliih 
of blood, the new Britilb colony, and the old 
Iriih natives, do all meet together to make laws 
for the common good of themfelves and their pof- 
terities. 

To this end his Majefty hath moft gracioufly 
and juftly crefted divers new boroughs in fundry 
parts of this kingdom, I fay his Majefty hath 
done it moft juftly, eVen as his Highnefs himfelf 
hath been pleafed to fay, that he was obliged in 
juftice and honour to give^ all his free fubjefts of 
this kingdom indifferent and equal voices in making 
of their laws, fo as one half of the fubjeds ftiould 
not make laws alonc» which ftiould bind the other 
half without their confents. 

Neither 
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Neither is this a new or ftrange precedent, fof 
his Majefty doth but follow the fteps herein of his 
next predeceflbrs which went before him. 

Queen Mary made two counties of Leix and Of* 
faly, whereby they were enabled to fend knights 
to the Parliament ; but (he ereded boroughs in 
thefe new counties alfo, that they might fend bur- 
gefles as well as Iqiights. 

In Queen Elizabeth's time. Sir Henry Sidney 
made fundry counties in Connaught, immediately 
before the Parliament, which he held in the nth 
year of that Queen, 

And after him Sir John Perrott did the like in 
Ulfter, near about the beginning of the lad Parlia- 
ment : out of thefe new counties, fo many knights 
were added to the lower houfe, yet no man took 
exception thereunto. . 

This did Queen Elizabeth in her time : what 
hath King James done now ? Whereas the Queen 
had omitted to make boroughs in thefe new coun- 
ties, the King hath now lupplied that defe<fl, by 
making thefe new corporations we fpeak of; for 
why fhould all your old (hires have cities and bo* 
roughs in them, and thefe new counties be without 
them ; or Ihall Queen Elizabeth be able to make 
a county, and (hall not King James be able to make 
a borough ? 

But 
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But what proportion is there now obferved be- 
tween the number of the counties, that before this 
time had no boroughs in them, and the number 
of boroughs newly eredted ? 

Certainly the number of thefe new boroughs^ 
compared with the counties that never had any 
burgeflfes before this time, doth carry a lefs propor- 
tion than the ancient boroughs, compared with the 
number of the ancient counties ; for in thofc twelve 
or thirteen old (hires, there are thirty cities and bo- 
roughs at leaft, which fend citizens and burgeiles 
to the Parliament, 

Whereas for feventeen counties at large, being 
more than half the (hires of this kingdom, which 
had not one borough in them before this new erec- 
tion, his Majefty hath now lately erefted but forty 
new boroughs, or thereabouts, which in the judg- 
ment of all indifferent men muft needs feem reafon- 
able, juft, and honourable. 

Laftly, this Parliament is called in fuch a time, 
when all the lords fpiritual and temporal do ac- 
knowledge th^ King of England to be their un- 
doubted patron ; and when all the lords temporal 
do appear in an honourable fa(hion like themfelvcs, 
none of them (God be thanked) claiming any fuch 
privilege, as the undutiful Earl of Defmond was 
wont to claim, that he (hould never be fummoned 
to come within any walled town, nor to any Parlia- 
ment 
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nient or grand council, but at his own will and 
pleafure. 

Whereupon, I may pofitivcly conclude, that 
this prefent Parliament, now begun by your Lord* 
fliip, doth pafs and excel all former Parliaments 
that ever were holden in this kingdom, as well i» 
the happinefs of the time wherein it is called, afnd 
the importance of the caufc for which it is called, 
as in the number and worthinefs of the perfoos 
which are called thereupto. 

And this doubtlefs is a great, honour and happi« 
nefs unto your lordlhip above all the former vice- 
roys* of this kingdom, for that your lordfliipdoth 
now hold the firft Parliament, that may juftly be 
called a common council, wherein all the commons 
throughout the kingdom are prefent, and have free 
voices by their knights and burgeffes; a felicity 
and a glory that many of your predecefibrs, zeal- 
ous of the reformation of this kingdom, did ex- 
ceedingly defire> but could never attain unto it. 

How glad would Sir Henry Sidney have been to 
have fcen this day; he that fo much defired to 
reduce Ulfter, but could never perfcftly perform it : 
what honour would he have thought it unto him- 
felf, if he might have held a Parliament, unto which 
that province Ihould have fent fo many worthy 
knights and burgeffes as now it doth ? 

How joyful would Thomas Earl of Suffex have 

been 



( S08 ) 

^een to have feen the flatute he caufed to be made 
for reducing the Irilh countries into (hire ground^ 
to have taken fo good efied as now it hath« fince 
all thefe countries arb now brought into counties, 
and do all fend knights to fcrve in this Parlia- 
ment ? 

In a word. Sir Edward Poynings in the time of 
King H. VII. and Lionel Duke of Clarence, in 
Edw. Illd/s time, if they could have feen but 
half fuch an aflembly in their Parliaments, Would 
have thought themfelves happy and highly ho- 
noured ; and yet thofe Parliaments, holden by 
them, are the mod famous Parliaments that have 
been formerly holden in this kingdom. 

And truly, as your Lordlhip hath more honour 
in this refpetSt than any of your predeceffora, fo I 
may juftly fay without adulation, that^your Lord- 
(hip hath merited this particular honour more thaa 
any of them that have gone before you. 

For if it be an honour unto you to hold fuch a 
Parliament, you do but reap the fruit of your own 
labours, fince yourfelf principally have prepared 
the way to this Parliament, as well ^y your mar- 
tial virtue in time of war, ashy your juftice and 
policy in the tiide of peace. 

For hath not your Lordfhip (I humbly crave 
your Lordfhip's pardon, I will not prefume to aflc 
you the queftion) but I will aflc thefe re- 

vtrend 
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vcrcnd prelates and noble lords, thefe grave 
and learned judges, thefe worthy knights ^id 
burgeiTes; I will afk them the queflion: hath not 
this moft noble deputy been a principal author 
of the reformation of this kingdom : was not his 
fortitude one of the chief inftruments for fup- 
preffing the late rebellipn ; and hath not his juf- 
tice fince that time eftabliflied the public peace of 
the kingdom? 

Hath he not aded his part fo well upon this 
theatre of honour^ as no man is ambitious to come 
upon the ftage after him, knowing it is more eafy 
to fucceed him in his place, than to follow him in 
his painful and prudent courfe of government, 
and that he muft be as ftrongas Hercules to un- 
dergo the burthen that fuch an Atlaa hath borne 
before him? . 

Nay, hiath not himfelf performed Hercules* la- 
bours in fuppreifing more monfirous enormities in 
Irelaid, than Hercules himfelf did deftjroy mon- 
fters, when hefongt^t adventures over ail Europe? 

I alk not thefe queftions, as if any rtan here 
were doubtful or ignorant of his noble virtueis and 
dcferts; but as praife is nothing but a refledlion 
of virtue, fo fliould it be delivered rather collate- 
rally than diredly, to avoid fufpicion of direft 
flattery, which I know your Lordftiip loveth not, 
as I know your Lordfliip needs it not. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefsf^ R%ht Bcsao^i^fe Lord (for noir 
I muft convert my fpcech 10^ yQur^LordShip), 
though you have iio need of my praife, yet it is 
Hioft needful in refpeft of the pWe y^ hold, 
that your Lordrtiip .Ihould be.r^dofned' witli all 
praife- worthy virtues- You had heed be a virtu- 
ous 4nd inoft worthy deputy, fiqtje yx)u.fu iit the 
throne, and rcprefent the ^^ixxi^ the mefft vk*^ 
tuous and excellent king in the worlds : . . 

For he that^ doth fight with thefwor^'-ofa king, 
write with the pert of a king; he thathatb the 
juftice, mercy, and i)ounty of a king in his hands, 
had need be furnilhed with thofe .nobk powers 
and virtues as are fit for the rule and government 
of a kingdom, cfpccially if .he; hold the place of 
fuch a king as our raoft renowned and. gracious 
Sovereign is, who is the greateft and beft king that 
nowTeigueth upon the face of die earth* 

I call. him the greateft king, Hot fo niuch for 
the largenefs and extent of hi$ territories, nor for 
the multitude of his fub^^s^ though he be in 
poffeffion ,of three great kingdoms, and doth -com- 
mand motfe martial andabte men than^ any king in 
Europe at this day*: : 1,:^,: - ; : , •• 

But. i ^\^iil 9all ;biiii -itid king 

for his exceeding great meafure of goodnefs and 

virtue, and for the ^reat grace and favour that his 

*^ < Majefty 
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Majefty 'ftandeth in with the divine Ma jefty the 
King of Kings. ' ^ ^ - '• ' 

;For if that mati be accounted the greateltTub- 
jeft/of a kingdom (hat. is in bigheft favour with a 
king uppn .eanhjt' w.hy fhauld' not that king be the 
grcateft;ting on earth that is! ixi.greateft favour 
with the King of Heaven V. , .• ;' : 

And that our nfioft gracious Sdverei^nftandeth 
in. higheft favour with Almighty God, .dothVnot 
only appear by the innumerable bleffings poured 
from heaven upon him, and upon his kingdoms 
for his. fake, by the fpecial -providence and care 
God hath, always had of his facrfed perfon, by pro- 
it jediing and delivering him from his enemies. 

Again, I will : call his Majcfty the beft king, for 

.thait he is a moft juft king, and jufticc is the beft 

of all kingly virtues ; and for that alfo he is a 

.iftpft bountiful king, rcfembling therein the divine 

goodnefs,, ever fpreading and. communicating his 

^richesmitp. others, which ,we muttn^eds remem- 

:^berJn;thjs;kipgd6m r forlive cannot forget it with- 

; out. ingratitude, fince we all.kffbw that his Ma-. 

jefty doth not only expend -the. whole revenue of 

this land''|a.p6n itfelf, but fparcs" yearly out of 

England, -a* great mafs of treafureto, fupport the 

extraordinary charge. thereof, out of which the. 

. greater number of us here prefent, by entertain- 

Z ^ ments. 
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ments, penfions, or rewards, do tafte every day 
of his Majefty*s bounty. 

Laftly, his Majefty ought to be called the bed 
king, as well for his fweet inclination to peace 
whereby he doth make happy both his own domi- 
nions, and alfo his neighbour kingdoms round 
about him, as for his Angular piety and religion 
towards God, which is the beft and higheft praife 
that ^an be given to any Prince. 

But I (hould launch forth into a main fea, that 
hath neither bottot^ nor fliore, if I (hould proceed 
further in the praife of fuch a Prince, whofe wor- 
thinefs exceeds all degrees of comparifon ; it is a . 
theme too high and too large for me to handle : it 
becomcth nie better to give thanks than praife. 

And, therefore, I will conclude with moft hum- 
ble thanks firft unto Almighty God for giving us 
fuch an excellent king ; then unto our moft graci- 
ous king for appointing us fo worthy a deputy; 
and laftly unto our noble deputy for all his good 
fervices and endeavonrs, tending fo much to the 
honour of God and the King, and the general good 
of the whole kingdom. 

And now I defcend unto thefe humble petitions 
which I am to make, &c. . 
. ' (Wherein he. moft humbly requefteth that the 
ancient rights and privileges of ihe houfe of 

^6m- 
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commons, in freely delivering their fpeech 
and minds, and of being free from arrefts, as 
well themfelves as their fervants, during the 
time of Parliament, might be kept whole and 
untouched ; and it that.iq any thing not well 
by them underftood, they ftiould happen to 
offend, he requefteth leave, as well for him- 
felf as for the reft, to have accefs unto his 
Lordftiip). 
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